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“All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you,
sing praises to your name. Selah”
Psalm 64:4

Pastor’s Corner

Joining the Conversation
The Bible is a library that like any library contains different books, genres, voices,
and perspectives. These different authors and communities are in conversation
with one another trying to articulate their various experiences of God in this world.
So, whenever we listen to, read, or reflect on the Bible we are joining in on this
global, several thousand-year-old conversation. In other words, it’s through the
diversity of community that God speaks and is more fully known.
We are, therefore, fortunate this summer to welcome and hear from three
different guest preachers. Rev. Samuel Chung is co-pastor of First Progressive
Church of Los Angeles, which he helped plant in 2018. Rev. Elizabeth Gibbs
Zehnder is a chaplain at LA County Hospital. And Rev. Rae Huang is a
community development leader with Housing Now California.
Additionally, we will continue to have the privilege of being led in prayer and
worship by our own Rev. Suzanne Swartz. Thank you, Suzanne.
We can also open ourselves up to different voices and perspectives through what
we read. Here are a few books I have on my reading list for this summer, any of
which you might find interesting.
Disclaimer: Pastor Tim probably won’t get through all these books, especially if he
ends up binge watching something on Netflix. Pray for him.
Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman
Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk: A Christian’s Guide to Engaging Politics by
Eugene Cho
No Ashes in the Fire: Coming of Age Black and Free in America by Darnell L.
Moore
Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuvel Noah Harari
Holy Troublemakers and Unconventional Saints by Daneen Akers [For kids]
Have a wonderful summer everyone.

Rev. Tim Vance

July – August 2022 Calendar
Sunday, July 10th
10:00 a.m. Lunch Bag Assembly, Patio (Sandwich Drop-off) and Food Drive, Narthex
Saturday, July 30th
1:00 p.m. Summer Youth Event
5:00 p.m. Kid’s Night Out
Friday, August 5th
6:30 p.m. Vawter’s Daughters
Saturday, August 6th
5:00 p.m. Fellowship of the Grape (and Crepe), Courtyard
Sunday, August 7th
10:00 a.m. Lunch Bag Assembly, Patio (Sandwich Drop-off), Narthex
Tuesday, August 16th
6:15 p.m. Finance Meeting
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting

WEEKLY AT FIRST PRES
Thursdays:
Sundays:

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 p.m.

Bible Study, Online via Zoom
Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online
Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg
Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's
lesson and activities. Upon arrival, children are invited to attend Children’s Time in the
service and then head to their faith groups. All children will need to wear a facemask while
in their Faith Groups: Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder), Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade), Faith
Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
July
July
July
July
July
August
August
August
August

3 – Marveling | Psalm 104
10 – Saying Thanks | Luke 17:11-19; Colossians 3:14-17
17 – Crying Out | Psalm 130; Book of Job
24 – Confessing | Psalm 32:1-8
31 – Celebrating | Psalm 100, 150
7 – Supporting Each Other | Ruth 1; John 15:12-17
14 – Studying the Word | Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Nehemiah 8
21 – Welcoming All | Luke 14:15-24
28 – Serving | Acts 9:36-43

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities.
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge. All youth will need to wear a
facemask while in Faith Group.

VBS 2022 – We had a blast!

Spiritual Growth

HOW TO KEEP SPIRITUALLY ACTIVE OVER THE SUMMER

It’s really easy to get caught up in fun summer activities, like exciting vacation plans,
and put our spiritual lives on hold. It’s important to remember that God never goes
on vacation and never stops thinking about and loving us and our families. So what
are some ways that we can continue on our journey with Jesus during the summer
months? Here are eight ways to keep your family’s spiritual life active during the
summer months:
• Go to Church! Wherever you may be, at home or away, make time to worship as a
family. And if you’re on the road, remember most churches expect to see and
welcome summer visitors, so you don’t have to pack your Sunday best. And it’s a
great way to see and experience how other churches worship. You may even bring
back some great worship ideas to First Pres.
• Camp Out! Weeklong Vacation Bible School camps are everywhere in the summer.
Here at First Pres, our VBS program was “Food Truck Party: On A Roll With God.” It
was the week of June 27 – July 1. If you missed it, find another VBS and give your
kids the gift of a week of learning and fun where Jesus is the center of attention. And
if you can do it, volunteer to help with VBS and enjoy the week with your child.
• Take a Hike! Summer is a great time to really appreciate the beauty of God’s
creation. So hike, bike, fish, and swim – just get out there. And while you’re there,
consider pausing to read a Psalm, perhaps Psalm 104, which is a beautiful poem of
God’s creation. Or if you happen to be on a mountain, read Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount in Matthew 5-7.
• Help Out! Jesus was a servant to all and he wants us to do the same. So consider
volunteering for projects or programs in your neighborhood or around the world.
Again, Vacation Bible School comes to mind. But there are lots of other camps that
need help. Younger children can help out at home. Summer is a great time to get
organized and clean up those things around the house that you’ve been putting off.
• Be an Explorer! Try something new in your spiritual life. If you’ve never had family
devotions, pick up a book of family devotions and try reading one a week or better
yet one a day. Commit to doing it even if you are traveling. Most devotions take less
than five minutes to read. Maybe you find your own or your family’s prayer life could
use a boost. Make a list of the most important items you or your family want to pray
about and then schedule time to pray, either individually or as a family.
(continued on next page)

• Listen Up! If you can’t get to church, you can always watch our services live or
recorded on YouTube. Have your ever tried listening to Christian music, whether
traditional or contemporary, over the internet. There are lots of choices to try and
many are great for kids too.
• Go to the Movies! Lots of great movies have Christian themes, whether overtly or
just under the surface. Schedule a family movie night, maybe even a family movie
marathon. And then take time, either during or after the movie, to talk about the
movie and see what your kids think of it. If you think they’ve missed an important
theme, ask them questions to help them discover what they missed.
• Time Out! Family time is sacred time, so make sure you schedule some quality time
to relax and just “hang out” with family members. When is the last time you played a
board game as a family? They do still make them and they can be really fun.
May you and your family have a blessed summer!
Peter

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to
be a follower of Jesus by reading and
discussing the Bible.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

The Gift of Flowers

Westside Food Bank

What better way to honor or
remember someone special in
your life by dedicating the
chancel flowers in his or her
name – to the glory of God.

The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger relief
to the people of our community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
https://wsfb.org
Or you can donate to the Westside
Food Bank through First Pres. by
check or online
http://fpcsantamonica.org

Your gift also brings joy to
First Pres members confined
to home or hospital due to
illness, injury or frailty. Each
Sunday, the deacons deliver
bouquets of the colorful
arrangement to several First
Pres friends unable to attend
the service.
There still are a number of
opportunities to claim an
upcoming Sunday this fall as a
tribute to a friend or loved
one. Available dates as of this
printing include most Sundays
in October and December,
except Oct. 16 and Dec. 25.
Please let Pat Alston know
which date you’d like to
reserve. You can reach her by
phone at 310-390-5206, or by
email: pat@patalston.com. Or
you can call the church office
at 310-453-1303, between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The cost of
the weekly flowers is $65.

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the congregation
in-person and/or online, the first
Friday of every month. In honor of
those spunky sisters who played such
a vital role in the history of the church,
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the church office at
(310) 451-1303 or
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get connected.

And we always welcome
donations – in any amount –
for our Flower Fund.
Meanwhile, if you have vases
to spare, please bring them to
church or contact Pat for a
pick-up. Thank you for your
support.

Online Giving
Please know that your donations
are appreciated and if you are
able, the online giving site is an
efficient and easy way to make
your offerings. You can use the
QR code below or access it
through our website at
http://fpcsantamonica.org and
click Give Your Support.
You can also contact Kathy at
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you
have any questions or need help
making a contribution.
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