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“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the 
peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Selah” 

 

Psalm 68:4 
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PENTECOST 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.’ (Acts 1:8) 
 
The word, PENTECOST, means 50.  In other words, 50 days after Easter we 
celebrate the God’s Spirit coming in wind and fire upon a globally diverse 
population in Jerusalem.  50 is also the year of jubilee in the Bible, which is 
a year marked by freedom for the slave, economic justice through the 
cancellation of debt, and rest for the land.  So as God’s spirit moves from 
Jerusalem out into the whole world (Acts 1:8), Pentecost becomes the 
celebration of God’s ever expanding liberation movement.   
 
In the ancient biblical languages (Hebrew and Greek) the word for Spirit is 
the same as that of wind and breathe.  So, when God’s Spirit comes in a 
rush of wind (Acts 2:2), we’re reminded that God’s Spirit is dynamic and 
hard to contain.  And as we breathe in and breathe out, we’re reminded 
that God’s presence sustains our life and energizes us for participation in 
the life-giving movement of God’s Spirit.   
 
Throughout the Bible God’s presence was often made real and visible in fire.  
From a burning bush, Moses is invited to join God’s liberation movement.  
When the people of God are set free, they are led by a pillar of fire through 
the night.  Eventually that eternal fire could be found in the temple, where 
people from all over the world would come to meet God. 
 
On Pentecost, God’s Spirit comes in what appears to be divided tongues of 
fire (Acts 2:3).  This fire lands on each person, which means that God’s 
Spirit is once again on the move. Each person, each body, is a temple 
where anyone and everyone can encounter God’s presence.  And together, 
all humanity, in all our diversity increasingly reveals God’s character.   
 
The movement of God’s spirit is a movement of liberation, justice, and rest, 
not just for some of us, but for all of creation.  As we breathe in and 
breathe out, God’s presence comes as a gift and as action.  We breathe in 
and breathe out, receiving and giving God’s love and grace.  We breathe in 
and breathe out and through us God’s Spirit continues her movement. 

 
Blessings,  
 
Rev. Tim Vance  



June 2022 Calendar 
 

 
 

 
Friday, June 3rd 
6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
Sunday, June 5th 
10:00 a.m.   Worship: Pentecost and Celebrate Our Kids Sunday, Sanctuary and Online 
 
Sunday, June 12th 
10:00 a.m.   Lunch Bag Assembly, Patio (Sandwich Drop-off) 
 
Saturday, June 18th 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Womens Retreat, Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, June 19th 
12:00 p.m.  Juneteenth Celebration, Calvary Baptist Church, Santa Monica 
 
Tuesday, June 21sh 
6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
June 27th – July 1st 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.   Vacation Bible School plus 
 

 
 
WEEKLY AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Bible Study, Online via Zoom 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
  10:00 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
 

 
 
JUNE EVENTS 
 
 

 

Women’s Retreat | Saturday, June 18 
CALM IN THE CENTER OF CRAZY 
We had crazy-busy lives that came to a screeching halt 
with the pandemic. The question now is, do we trust God 
with what we let back in? Join us for the 2022 Women’s 
Retreat as we explore with question with author and 
speaker, Nicole Johnson. Registration can be completed 
online at bit.ly/FPCWomensretreat. Presented by the 
Spiritual Growth Team.  

  

 
Juneteenth Celebration 

Sunday, June 19  
Join us at Calvary Baptist Church 

for a Community Celebration of 
Juneteenth from 12:00 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Spiritual Growth Ministry 
 
 

 
  

 
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 

 
Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson 

and activities. Upon arrival, children are invited to attend Children’s Time in the service and then 
head to their faith groups. All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups. 

 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade) 

Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 
 
June    5 – We can talk to God anytime and anywhere | Luke 11:1-13 

May   12 – We can make tie for God each day | Daniel 6:1-23 
May   19 – We can focus our minds on God | Matthew 6:16-18, Acts 13:1-3; 14:21-28 

May   26 – We can care for our minds and bodies | Psalm 139:13-16; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities. 
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.  
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOOD TRUCK PARTY: ON A ROLL 
WITH GOD! 

 
• For children age 3 to rising 5th 

grade  
• June 27– July 1 | 9a.m. -12p.m. 
• (optional) VBS plus program from 

12:00p.m.—3:00 p.m.  
• Cost: $40 for VBS (additional $40 

for VBS plus program) 

 
Please contact Peter Earhart at 
310-451-1303 for registration and 
more information. Space is limited so 
register early! 
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 27th – July 1st 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 

Pentecost Sunday is June 5, 2022 
 
 

 We are currently in the season of Eastertide, that fifty-day period that follows 
Easter and leads to Pentecost.  Most people know Pentecost as a Christian holiday, where 
we commemorate the day when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles of Jesus as they 
gathered together in the upper room following the Ascension of Jesus.  The Bible actually 
tells us that Jews from many different nations were in Jerusalem that day.  They were 
there celebrating the Jewish Feast of Pentecost. 
 

 It’s true; Pentecost is originally a Jewish holiday.  It’s one of the three great feasts, 
along with Passover and Tabernacles, on the Jewish calendar.  It has a historical 
significance, as it commemorates God giving the Torah to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  It also 
commemorates the time when the first fruits of the wheat harvest were brought to the 
Temple in the form of leavened bread. 
So, we may ask, why did Jesus choose to pour out the Holy Spirit on his Church during 
this very Jewish holiday? 
 

 The idea that people had gathered together to celebrate a harvest ties in perfectly 
with the fact that a great “harvest” for the Lord was experienced!  The New Covenant was 
put into effect with full force.  This day truly was the beginning of the Church…our 
“birthday”, if you will. That very day 3000 people came to believe in Jesus and were 
baptized after hearing Peter’s teaching!  Pentecost really was the FIRST great revival! 
 

 Do you remember learning about the Holy Spirit as a child?  The Trinity can be a 
tricky thing to grasp, much less teach to kids. When talking to your kids about Pentecost 
and the significance it has in our lives, remind them that as Jesus was preparing to return 
to God, he made a promise.  He told his disciples that even though he would be leaving 
them and wouldn’t be here on earth as a man, he would NOT be leaving them all alone. 
He promised to send someone else: The Holy Spirit. 
 

 If a child doesn’t exactly understand what the Holy Spirit is, tell them that it’s 
something that we feel inside that helps us know and understand God’s love and a way in 
which we feel God’s actual presence in our lives.  In fact here we are, over 2000 years 
later, still feeling God’s love and presence exactly like they did on that day of Pentecost! 
How can you celebrate Pentecost with your family at home?  Here are some suggestions: 

 
• Let your children help make a birthday cake and celebrate by singing 

Happy Birthday to the Church! 
• Read the Pentecost account with your family from the Acts of the 

Apostles (2:1-47). Then, if you have a fireplace or outside fire pit, make 
a fire together. Talk about the power of the symbol of fire and how the 
Holy Spirit came to the apostles through fire. 

• Write the gifts of the Holy Spirit on pieces of paper (see Isaiah 11:2 or 
Romans 12:6-8). Let each family member take a gift. Then talk about 
how they can use their gift throughout the year. 

 
Blessings and Happy Pentecost, 
 

Peter Eearhart

Spiritual Growth 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday, June 5, 2022, 2:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FEATURING: 
 

o Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - Clarinet Quintet in A major, K. 581  
o Christopher Cerrone - Clarinet Quintet (world premiere, 

Kaleidoscope commission) 
o Emma O'Halloran - Dying is a Wild Night  
o Franz Schubert - String Quartet no. 14 in D minor, ‘Death and 

the Maiden’ 

 
Please note: Seating is limited to allow social distancing.  
Audience members must also show proof of full covid vaccination 
(including a booster dose if eligible) and remain masked during the 
performance. 
 
More information about Kaleidoscope at: www.kco.la 
 
 
.

June Concerts at First Pres 



 

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 

 
 
Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to  
be a follower of Jesus by reading and 
discussing the Bible. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 

 

 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
in-person and/or online, the first 
Friday of every month. In honor of 
those spunky sisters who played such 
a vital role in the history of the church, 
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.  
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

The Gift of Flowers 
 
What better way to honor or 
remember someone special in 
your life by dedicating the 
chancel flowers in his or her 
name – to the glory of God. 
Your gift also brings joy to First 
Pres members confined to home 
or hospital due to illness, injury 
or frailty. Each Sunday, the 
deacons deliver bouquets of the 
colorful arrangement to several 
First Pres friends unable to 
attend the service.  
 
There are a number of 
opportunities to claim a Sunday 
this summer as a tribute to a 
friend or loved one, starting June 
26. Going forward, available 
dates as of this printing include 
July 17 and 24, Sept. 25, and 
most Sundays in October and 
December. 
 
Please let Pat Alston know which 
date you’d like to reserve. You 
can reach her by phone at 310-
390-5206, or by email: 
pat@patalston.com. Or you can 
call the church office at 310-453-
1303, between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 
The cost of the weekly flowers is 
$65.  
 
Meanwhile, if you have vases to 
spare, please bring them to 
church or contact Pat for a pick-
up. We also welcome donations, 
in any amount, to the flower 
fund. Thank you for your 
support. 
 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the Westside 
Food Bank through First Pres. by 
check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 

 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you 
have any questions or need help 
making a contribution. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information about church activities for consideration in the Window to 
info@fpcsantamonica.org. 


