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PREVIOUSLY ON…

PREVIOUSLY ON… [insert montage of scenes and dialogue from previous episodes]. The days of bingewatching new seasons of TV shows are over. The return of weekly episode releases on streaming services
means we are now required to wait a whole week to see what happens next. A WHOLE WEEK! How are we
supposed to remember what happened that long ago? Thankfully, at the start of the highly anticipated next
episode, the producers are kind enough to remind us with a montage of images and those famous words:
“Previously on The Mandalorian…” or “Last Time on My Little Pony…”
Some of us however, start our viewing mid-season, which means we get to binge watch an entire season in
one night. Not needing an episode refresher, we usually have the option to “SKIP RECAP.” So, if you’ve
been binge listening to my sermons on the book of Ruth, this is where you get to SKIP ARTICLE and go
straight to next Sunday where we continue discovering Ruth’s gospel together.
PREVIOUSLY ON… RUTH, a wounded people return from exile to a home and a faith in need of rebuilding.
Turning to their sacred scripture, they read something about excluding people from the country of Moab
who previously tried to curse God’s people. Somehow God’s people expand upon this instruction by deciding
to exclude all “outsiders,” and make marriage to women of foreign descent illegal.
This is where the book of Ruth begins: The stage is set in dark times and the first few verses read as if the
entire story was designed to be propaganda for an exclusionist movement. We read about how a family
goes to the disdainful country of Moab, how the sons marry foreign women, and then all the men die. Well
Duh! Didn’t they know nothing good happens in Moab or with people from Moab?
The story continues with what at first, sounds like this exclusionist movement’s propaganda-slogan and is
repeated 12 times: RETURN, RETURN, RETURN…! Following the death of her husband and sons, Naomi
should return to her land, her people, and her God. Likewise, Naomi’s daughters-in-law from Moab should
return to their land, their people, and their gods.
But then, Naomi’s Moabite daughter-in-law, Ruth (our assumed villain), changes the entire direction of the
story. In a moment of tragic loss, especially for her mother-in-law, Ruth will not return as instructed. Ruth
says to Naomi:
“Where you go, I will go;
where you live, I will live;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God…
Not even death will separate us.” (Ruth 1:16-17)
In the midst of her pain and loss, similar to the loss of those returning from exile, Ruth embodies
God’s inclusive and faithful love to Naomi!
Unfortunately, reflecting God’s inclusive love is rarely met with universal celebration. And for Ruth, still seen
as Moabite-enemy #1, reflecting God’s love wasn’t going to protect her from the threat of starvation and
violence destined for a Moabite, widowed woman.
Together, Naomi and Ruth return to Naomi’s home, to Israel. Trying to survive, Ruth, went out to gather
leftover grain left in the dangerous, nearby fields. And it just so happened that she came to a field owned
by a man whose land and faith were being rebuilt, if you will, on a return to God’s inclusive generosity.
That’s in the Bible too! With the help of others in the field, Ruth heads home to Naomi with enough food to
feed them for a week. But knowing that this won’t last forever, Naomi takes a page from a reality TV show
and begins to plot a SHOCKING AND SCANDALOUS TWIST!
TO BE CONTINUED…
Blessings,
Rev. Tim Vance

April 2022 Calendar
Friday, April 1st
6:30 p.m. Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom
Sunday, April 3rd
10:00 a.m. Lunch Bag Assembly, Patio (Sandwich Drop-off)
2:00 p.m. Jr. Chamber Orchestra Concert, Sanctuary
Thursday, April 7th
7:00 p.m. Holden Evening Prayer Service, Sanctuary
Sunday, April 10th – PALM SUNDAY
10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online
2:00 p.m. Kaleidoscope Concert, Sanctuary
Thursday, April 14th – MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service, Sanctuary
Friday, April 15th – GOOD FRIDAY
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Community Service, St Paul’s Lutheran Church
Saturday, April 16th
8:00 p.m. Jacaranda Concert, Sanctuary
Sunday, April 17th – EASTER SUNDAY
10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online (Easter Egg Hunt following service)
Tuesday, April 19th
6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online
Saturday, April 30th
5:00 p.m. Kids Night Out, Youth Lounge

WEEKLY AT FIRST PRES
Thursdays:
Sundays:

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 p.m.

Bible Study, Online via Zoom
Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online
Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg
Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg

Holy Week at First Pres
Maundy Thursday
April 14, 7:00 p.m.
Communion service with Tenebrae

Good Friday
April 15, 7:00 p.m.
Community service at
St. Paul’s Lutheran
958 Lincoln Blvd., S.M.

Easter Sunday
April 17, 10:00 a.m.,
Easter egg hunt for children from
toddlers through fifth grade
following the worship service.

Spiritual Growth Ministry April 2022
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson
and activities. Upon arrival, children should go directly to their classrooms.
All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups.
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)
Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
April 3 – The Last Supper
April 10 – Jesus’ Arrest and Death
April 20 – Jesus is Risen!
April 27 – Walking with Jesus

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities.
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group.

Kids Night Out
On Saturday, April 30, from 5-8 pm you can drop off your 3 year-old to 5th grader at the
church and we’ll feed them food, play games with them, create art with them, and just have a
fun time being together. And you’re free to do, well, whatever you want for three hours.
There’s no cost, but you do need to sign up.
Middle and High School Youth can join us as well!
Get valuable service hours by helping out.
We will still be operating under pandemic procedures:
1
2
3
4

The number of attendees will be limited.
Pre-registration is required.
Screening and temperature checks will take place at sign-in.
Masking and physical distancing will be required.

For those that like to plan ahead, we have set aside May 21 for Kids Night Out.
And we are planning to have VBS this year – YAY! June 27 – July 1.

Spiritual Growth
How Do I Talk About Easter W i t h My Children (or Grandchildren)?
A good starting point is to realize that Easter is bigger than any of us ever fully understand so we
do not have to know all the answers. No one ever does. Easter is new life, an empty tomb,
forgiveness, resurrection, and more. That is not something to understand. It is a reality we have to
grow into. The truth is that we understand different aspects of Easter better at different times of our
lives.
Adults respond enthusiastically to the Easter claim and promise of victory over death because
adults understand the finality of death and fear death. Children, however, have a hard time grasping
the reality, especially the finality, of death. Even after attending Grandpa's funeral, a young child will
often ask, at unexpected times, when Grandpa will be visiting. This natural inability to grasp the
finality of death is supported by fairy tale princesses who awake after "sleeping" for years and
cartoon characters who, flattened by steamrollers, peel themselves off the road. Given all this, it's
not surprising that children can't get too excited by victory over death.
Many books and people try to get around this by focusing on new life, paying attention to eggs,
bulbs, and butterflies as new life symbols. While children are vaguely interested in these symbols,
"new life" strikes few of them (for whom all of life is "new") as particularly significant or exciting.
Instead, for younger children, the empty tomb is the ultimate victory of the good guys (God/Jesus)
over the bad guys (Judas, the priests, Pilate, the soldiers). On Good Friday the bad guys thought they
had won. They killed Jesus and sealed his body into a guarded tomb. On Easter morning God/Jesus
blasted right out of that tomb and proved once and for all that God is more powerful than even the
worst evil the worst bad guys can inflict. The natural response to such a victory is to yell "Hooray for
God and Jesus!" and to celebrate belonging to God who is the most powerful power there is in the
universe!
To older elementary children, who are focused on friendships and have clear expectations of "best
friends," the most significant resurrection story is the story of Peter's breakfast conversation with
Jesus (see John 21:1-19). Peter had been Jesus' best friend. He had promised to stick with Jesus no
matter what. And he had been caught three times on the same night pretending he did not even
know Jesus. As a betrayed ''best friend," Jesus would have been justified in ignoring or punishing
Peter for his denials. But Jesus did not. For Peter, the resurrection happened when Jesus forgave
him, welcomed him back as a friend, and put him to work building God's Kingdom. For older children,
Easter holds the promise that Jesus will forgive them and welcome them back when/if they
betray their friendship with him. Such Easter forgiveness is worth celebrating!
And remember the starting point - Easter is bigger than we can understand. We don't have to know
all the answers. We probably do most harm when we fail to talk with our children about our Easter
faith out of fear that we will not get it right.

From Sharing the Easter Faith with Children by Carolyn C. Brown. © 2005 by Abingdon Press.
Reproduced by permission.

Concerts in April 2022
Sunday, April 3, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Junior Chamber Music (JCM) provides
professional chamber music experience to
talented young musicians (instrumentalists and vocalists, ages 9-20) in Southern California. The
program started in 2003 under the belief that one of the most powerful ways to learn and experience
music is through teamwork. The participants, chosen from annual auditions, are matched into small
groups of two to five people according to their age, level and location. The groups receive coaching
from JCM’s roster of world-class musicians in the area and participate in various workshops, tours and
concerts. Working in duos, trios, quartets, and quintets have timely benefits to the young performers
that blossom in this type of intimate group setting. At a stage of life when peer influence is so powerful,
chamber music provides the perfect opportunity for positive peer group dynamics, allowing a safe outlet
for artistic exploration, creativity and expression. JCM connects young lives together based on the
common interest of their love for music.

Sunday, April 10, 2022, 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 16, 2022, 8:00 p.m.

PASSION
Lou Harrison/R. Dees – Suite for Violin & Strings
Johann Sebastian Bach – Easter Oratorio BWV 249 (LA Premiere)
Alyssa Park, & Shalini Vijayan, violins; Elissa Johnston, soprano; Kristen Toedtman, alto; Todd
Strange, tenor; Tonality chorus; James Walker, organ; Jacaranda Chamber Orchestra; conductors
Mark Alan Hilt & Scott Dunn
JS Bach’s stubbornly challenging but supremely rewarding Easter Oratorio (1725) has never been
performed in Los Angeles! One might expect such a situation with some small piece that came to light
because of recent Bach scholarship, but this 40-minute companion to the 180-minute Christmas
Oratorio will receive it’s LA premiere in 2022. Perhaps the virtuoso requirements of vocal soloists,
chorus, and orchestra (three trumpets, three oboes!) were too daunting for such a compact work to
be undertaken before. Nevertheless, Jacaranda’s mission is to introduce neglected works to concert
life in Southern California. The Jacaranda team will offer you fiery brilliance, sublime and spirited
singing, and rousing instrumentalists including the organ refurbished in 2019. Ten years ago, we
provided the same service for Lou Harrison’s ravishing Suite for Violin & Strings with a very pregnant
Alyssa Park. She returns to give this wonderful candidate for entry into the standard repertoire – a
booster shot!

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to
be a follower of Jesus by reading and
discussing the Bible.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the congregation
in-person and/or online, the first
Friday of every month. In honor of
those spunky sisters who played such
a vital role in the history of the church,
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the church office at
(310) 451-1303 or
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get connected.

Flowers

Westside Food Bank

We think of the Easter lily as
traditional this time of year. This
beautiful white flower, mentioned
in both the Old and New
Testaments, symbolizes new
beginnings and hope – which we
associate with the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger relief
to the people of our community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
https://wsfb.org
Or you can donate to the Westside
Food Bank through First Pres. by
check or online
http://fpcsantamonica.org

As we do every year, we will
decorate the narthex and chancel
area of the sanctuary with Easter
lilies. We invite you to dedicate
one or more of the plants in
honor, memory or celebration of
loved ones. Following the Easter
service, our deacons will deliver
the lilies to our Friends at Home
– cherished First Pres members
and friends unable to celebrate
the season with us at church.
Looking ahead, we also have
opportunities throughout the
summer and fall to dedicate the
weekly chancel flowers, which
the deacons deliver to our
Friends at Home. Available dates
as of this writing include every
Sunday in June, and several
Sundays in July, September,
October and December, to
reserve a special Sunday during
the second half of 2022, please
email or call Pat Alston at
pat@patalston.com or 310-3905206. Someone will contact you
for your dedication and payment
a week or two before your
chosen date. The cost is $65. If
you would like to pay in advance,
please note “chancel flowers” and
the date of your dedication on
the memo line of your check or
electronic payment.
Meanwhile, if you have
inexpensive small- to mediumsized vases that you’d like to
donate to the deacons, we will
put them to good use!
Thank you for your kindness and
generosity.

Online Giving
Please know that your donations
are appreciated and if you are
able, the online giving site is an
efficient and easy way to make
your offerings. You can use the
QR code below or access it
through our website at
http://fpcsantamonica.org and
click Give Your Support.
You can also contact Kathy at
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you
have any questions or need help
making a contribution.

April Birthdays

PUBLISHER:
First Presbyterian Church of
Santa Monica
1220 Second Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
SUBMISSIONS:
Send newsworthy information
about church activities for
consideration in the Window
to info@fpcsantamonica.org.
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1
2
7
10
10
11
12
13
15
17
17
18
20
24
25
26
28
28
29

Trey Barton
Lawrence Rhee
Anna Lucia Grellert
Evelyn Hou
Lucas Smith
Craig Schleicher
Richard Horowitz
Olivia Larson
Jonathan Forsander
Emily Levy
Louis Yansen
Kim Khoe
Mason Earhart
Melody Ornekian
Wendy Grellert
Gabriel Lopez
Everly Deuel
Anna Clara Grellert
Ezra Vance

