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Lent  2022 
 

 
Our Journey through Lent begins with Ash Wednesday (March 2) and takes us toward Holy Week 
and, Lord willing, my first opportunity to celebrate Easter with you all in-person. But as we move 
forward, I’d like to first look back and share some reflections on this last year from our annual 
report.  
 
Do you remember that half of last year (2021) was still all online? But when we were finally able 
to get back together, it was so moving and refreshing to see each other face to face or at least 
eye to eye! And even though I’m still wondering what some of you look like without a mask, I’m 
thankful that you’ve so faithfully embraced the inconveniences of masks and social distancing as 
an expression of love and care for one another.   
 
Of course, we didn’t return to our old normal, not everyone has been able to join us in-person, 
and the world isn’t magically set free of pain, loneliness, or injustice. But instead of getting stuck 
in WHAT IS NOT I saw a community of people in 2021 willing to face the reality of WHAT IS with 
courage, imagination, patience, and love. 
 
In these challenging times God was still joining us together even if we were separated. This 
church and many of you individually gave extra attention to the needs of the most vulnerable. 
We were invited into worship and reflection in both new and familiar ways. We experimented 
and tried to adjust to the ever-changing needs and situations of kids and families. Then there 
was everything that was happening behind the scenes like your faithful prayers, the hard (at 
times tedious) work of staff and leader, the quiet acts of kindness, and so much more. 
 
Finally, I want us to notice again (or maybe for the first time) the welcome statement that are 
session leaders put together in 2021. I believe that this articulates something that has been true 
about you and this church for a long time. But this statement is also a vision that requires our 
constant attention and commitment. So from our past, to today and on into the future may 
God’s inclusive love and grace heal us, sustain us and guide us: 
 
 
Following the way of Jesus and joined together by God’s Spirit, we are 
committed to loving and welcoming all people. Regardless of the color 
of our skin, our gender identity or sexual orientation, our physical or 

mental ability, what we’ve done or haven’t done, no matter what 
questions or doubts we have, we are all equally loved, worthy of 

belonging and invited to serve. 

 
 
Blessings,  
 
Rev. Tim Vance 

  



March 2022 Calendar  

 
 
 

Wednesday, March 2nd 
  7:00 p.m.   Ash Wednesday Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
 
Friday, March 4th 
  6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
Sunday, March 13th 
10:00 a.m.   Lunches for Those in Need, Patio 
 
Saturday, March 19th 
  7:00 p.m.   Jacaranda Concert, Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, March 20th 
10:00 a.m.   Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
  3:00 p.m.   Kaleidoscope Concert, Sanctuary 
 
Monday, March 21st 

  6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
  7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
Saturday, March 26th 
  5:00 p.m.   Kids Night Out, Youth Lounge 
 
Sunday, March 27th 
10:00 a.m.   Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
11:00 a.m.   Organ Concert, Sanctuary 
 
 

 
 
 
WEEKLY AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Bible Study, Online via Zoom 
   7:00 p.m. Holden Evening Prayer, Sanctuary 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
  10:00 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
 
 

 

 
LENTEN DEVOTIONALS FOR 2022 

 
We are beginning our journey through the season of Lent. It's a time for us to pay attention to 
our human limitations and to rest in God's grace. Copies of the Lenten devotionals for this year 
are available at the church. 
 

Lenten Devotional for Families - - - Ash Wednesday Devotional - - - Lenten Devotional for Individuals 
  



Spiritual Growth Ministry March 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson 
and activities. Upon arrival, children should go directly to their classrooms.  

All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups. 
 

Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade) 
Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 

 
    March    6 – Who Will Come to the Banquet? 
    March  13 – Who Will Search? 
    March  20 – Who Will Celebrate? 
    March  27 – Jesus Enters Jerusalem 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities. 
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.  
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, March 26, from 5-8 pm you can drop off your 3 year-old to 5th grader at the 
church and we’ll feed them food, play games with them, create art with them, and just	have a 

fun time being together. And you’re free to do, well, whatever you want for three hours.  
There’s no cost, but you do need to sign up. 

 
Middle and High School Youth can join us as well!  

Get valuable service hours by helping out.  
 
We will still be operating under pandemic procedures: 

 
1 The number of attendees will be limited. 
2 Pre-registration is required. 
3 Screening and temperature checks will take place at sign-in. 
4 Masking and physical distancing will be required. 

 
 

For those that like to plan ahead, we have set aside April 23 and May 21 for Kids Night Out. 
And we are planning to have VBS this year – YAY! June 27 – July 1. 
  

Kids Night Out 



 
 
 

Congregational Approaches to Spiritual Growth 
 

Think back to a time in your life when you had a dramatic or transformative experience of God while 
participating in an activity in the life of the church. Most likely that occurred while you were participating in a 
worship service or prayer time or even a mission activity. Least likely is that it occurred while you were in 
Sunday School or another kind of “educational” activity. It is interesting that while studies have found that 
Christian education (what we call spiritual growth) “is the most important practice within congregational life 
for helping people grow in their faith”, the church’s instructional approach (“schooling” as many have called 
it) has really failed to make much of a difference in the lives of church members. 

 
So where do we find a more authentic and meaningful way to teach those things that are at the heart 

of Christian faith? According to Dr. Israel Galindo, author of the Community of Faith approach to Spiritual 
Growth (see last month’s newsletter), those things are learned through experiences and relationships found 
in the life of the congregation. Following his thinking, perhaps we should consider how we can move away 
from an instructional approach to spiritual growth that focuses on teaching facts and concepts and towards 
other approaches that emphasize learning in community through relationships and religious practices. 

 
 What are some congregational approaches to spiritual growth that will move us in the right 

direction here at First Pres? Here are some ideas to think about: 
 
1. Intergenerational/Multigenerational Experiences – Worship Services, Mission or Service Projects, 

Retreats, Church Festivals (Harvest Festival), Vacation Bible School. The primary educational/spiritual growth 
dynamic is that everyone learns or experiences the same thing together at the same time. These are times 
for sharing values and beliefs to form a communal identity. It’s also a time for sharing stories, so that the 
Biblical story can be joined to the church’s story and to our individual stories.  

 
2. Small Groups – Bible Studies, Theological or Life Topic Studies, Book Studies. The primary 

educational/spiritual growth dynamic is an intentional, structured study process leading to deeper insights 
and understanding. Key to this process is a dialogical approach that emphasizes listening to another person’s 
point of view with appreciation and seeking understanding with empathy and reflection. 

 
3. Action-Reflection – Hands-On Mission Activities Locally and Beyond. The primary 

educational/spiritual growth dynamic is not the mission activity itself but the theological reflection on the 
mission activity. Reflecting on one’s experience addresses questions of God’s action through us and 
participation with us. Such reflection results in meaning and a change in the way we think about ourselves 
and the world. 

 
4. Sponsorships – Baptism, Confirmation, Membership, Elder/Deacon Ordination. The primary 

educational/spiritual growth dynamic is a relationship in which one person helps another person connect to 
the larger church community by acting as a guide, advisor, or supporter. The sponsor walks with the person 
who is seeking a deeper involvement with and connection to the church and takes responsibility for seeing 
that they successfully complete all the necessary steps in the process. 

 
5. Religious Instruction – Faith Groups (Sunday School), Sunday Forums. Traditional classroom-

based teaching will always be a part of the church’s educational/spiritual growth program. It should never, 
though, be the exclusive form of learning. The primary educational/spiritual growth dynamic is the 
transmission of knowledge (learning about something) in an effort to transform understanding. In the church 
this means helping people to live faithful, Christian lives. This approach depends very much on good teachers 
who can effectively convey Christian content. 

 
 You’ve probably heard such sayings as, “You can’t learn to ride a bike by reading a book,” or, 

“The only way to learn to swim is by jumping in the pool.” The same principle applies to growing spiritually in 
the church. People in the church learn in different ways and different elements of the Christian faith must be 
learned in different ways. The list above provides us with a good starting point for applying different 
congregational approaches to spiritual growth to help us grow in our knowledge, understanding, and love for 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ. Let’s commit to doing them, together. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Peter 

Spiritual Growth 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Saturday, March 19, 2022, 8:00 p.m. 

TROPOSPHERE 
 

 
Olivier Messiaen – Petites esquisses d'oiseaux (excerpts) : Le rouge-gorge; Le merle noir;   
         La grive musicienne 
Gérald Grisey – Nout 
Messiaen – Theme et variations 
Jeffrey Holmes – Kaun (Kenaz) 
François-Bernard Mâche – Vigiles 
Thierry Pécou – Méditation sur la fin de l'espèce (Meditation on the End of Species) 
 
Ensemble Variances: Carjez Gerretsen, clarinet; Jeffrey Stonehouse, flute; Romuald Grimbert-Barré, 
violin; David Louwerse, cello; Pierre Dekker, bass; Pierre Bibault, guitar; Marie Vermeulin, piano; 
Thierry Pécou, piano & musical direction 
 
Ensemble Variances is based in the French city Rouen – famous for the cathedral that inspired 39 
paintings by Claude Monet. The group’s west coast tour begins in Santa Monica with this green 
program, which considers the survival of birds and whales in the not-so-distant future. French 
composer Gérald Grisey invokes the Ancient Egyptian sky goddess. Receiving its world premiere – a 
ritual quintet by Jeffrey Holmes evokes apocalyptic dualities in an old Norse rune. Zoomusicologist 
and Messiaen student, Francois-Bernard Mache is vigilant to the music made by wildlife. Thierry 
Pécou invested a decade studying music and culture in Canada, Russia, Spain, and Latin America. He 
brings a global perspective and certain lyricism to the existential question: “Can we sustain planet 
earth?” In Europe, both Pècou and Mache are widely admired, decorated, and have more than a 
dozen albums between them, yet these mid-and-late career composers are nearly unknown in the 
US. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, March 20, 2022, 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 27, 2022, 11:00 a.m. - - - - Organ Concert; Mark Alan Hilt 
 
Please join us following the Sunday worship service for a concert given by Mark Alan Hilt on 
the Marcia Hannah Farmer Schantz Pipe Organ. 
 

Concerts in March 2022 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

 
 
 
Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to  
be a follower of Jesus by reading and 
discussing the Bible. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 

 

 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
in-person and/or online, the first 
Friday of every month. In honor of 
those spunky sisters who played such 
a vital role in the history of the church, 
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.  
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

Flowers 
 
Ventura County Superior Court 
Commissioner William Redmond 
once shared with me an old Irish 
legend about fairies and 
leprechauns who cross your path. 
In just a few fleeting moments, 
the legend goes, they leave a 
special powder that changes your 
world to a better place or helps 
you help another to a better 
place. 
 
That’s what our weekly flower 
donors do, even if they don’t 
realize it, when they dedicate the 
chancel flowers. to the glory of 
God, in memory or honor of a 
loved one. After the service, the 
deacons divide the arrangement 
into several smaller bouquets and 
deliver them to First Pres friends 
confined to home or hospital. Oh, 
what smiles they bring – perhaps 
like the effect of the fairy dust in 
that Irish legend of old. 
 

Our Flower Chart is filled through 
May, but we have many open 
dates from June through 
December. To reserve a special 
Sunday during the second half of 
2022, please email or call Pat 
Alston at pat@patalston.com or 
310-390-5206. Someone will 
contact you for your dedication 
and payment a week or two 
before your chosen date. The 
cost is $65. If you would like to 
pay in advance, please note 
“chancel flowers” and the date of 
your dedication on the memo line 
of your check or electronic 
payment. 
 

Meanwhile, if you have 
inexpensive small- to medium-
sized vases that you’d like to 
donate to the deacons, please 
bring them to the church during 
office hours Monday through 
Friday or on Sunday morning. We 
will put them to good use! 
 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity. 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the Westside 
Food Bank through First Pres. by 
check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 

 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you 
have any questions or need help 
making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

March Birthdays 

March 1     Isabella Wilson 
March 1     Sue Hall 
March 2     Matt Deuel 
March 3     Elise Edstrom 
March 3     Kathy Stickel 
March 5     Carolyn Nuban 
March 6     Luke Begert 
March 6     Hennessy Hunter 
March 7     Charlotte Levy 
March 9     Stacy Wilkins 
March 11   Colin Hou 
March 11   James Watt 
March 11   Mark Yung 
March 13   Jack Hyde-White 
March 16   J.D. Harber 
March 18   Luke Tarsitano 
March 18   Geraldine Webb 
March 18   Manfredo Grellert 
March 20   Carole Horowitz 
March 20   Jen Philbin 
March 21   Garrick Hyde-White 
March 23   Kent Lewis 
March 29   Pat Alston 
March 29   Catherine Hou 
March 30   Patrick Chiang 
March 31   Nikki Cross-Patrick 
 


