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Happy New Year 2022 
 

 
Happy belated New Year (from January) and today (Feb. 1), Happy Chinese / Lunar New Year! 
February is also Black History month, so as we continue our way through the season of Epiphany 
there is a lot to celebrate, see and learn. 
 
Epiphany is a celebration of the light of God-with-us. It’s an opportunity to see more clearly and 
honestly and to figure out what to do with what is revealed. One thing we hope you’ll see is that 
Jesus’ birth reveals God’s wide and inclusive love for each of us and all of us. We and our world 
are made beautiful and good. The light affirms our dignity and lifts people up. Can you see that? 
 
Sometimes, however, it can be hard to embrace or even see the good if there is also pain and/or 
shame. And to be honest, the light that reveals the good tends to uncover the stuff that we’d 
rather not see. It is hard to see the wounds or the ways that we’ve hurt others. As a society it is 
hard to look honestly as our history of injustice or the realities of prejudice all around us. Of 
course, we don’t want to see these things. 
 
So, one thing we can always do is, just close our eyes. We can pretend or turn away and hide 
from God, from one another and from ourselves. I don’t know about you, but over the years I’ve 
developed some rather sophisticated ways of doing this. Unfortunately, the darkness that hides 
scary things also covers the richest parts of life. And not attending to a wound usually makes 
thing worse. 
 
Ugh! 
 
We do have to face difficult things, but the light of God-with-us is revealing LIFE and a way 
toward healing and justice. Can you see it?  Not yet? Ok, well maybe we need some help, so 
here a few opportunities:   
 
1. Find a way to participate in celebrating Black History Month. On Sunday, Feb. 13 at 

12:30PM join us for a Zoom conversation about our tangled history of Christianity, racism 
and liberation. 

2. Welcome and introduce yourself to our new Director of Youth and Mission, Jen Philbin! 
We’re fortunate to have her here and look forward to the many ways that her presence will 
enhance our vision. 

3. This Sunday we’re starting a new sermon series that will focus on various spiritual practices 
that might help us with paying attention.  

 
This journey of seeing and growing will be personal to each of us, so be kind to yourself.  It’s 
also a journey that is meant to be travelled together. So, this is our prayer: Gracious God, along 
the way open our eyes so that we might see you, one another, and ourselves more clearly.  
Open our ears so that we might listen to you, to one another and to our own inner voice. Amen. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Rev. Tim Vance 

  



February 2022 Calendar 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Friday, February 4th 
 6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
 
Sunday, February 13th 
10:00 a.m.   Lunches for Those in Need, Patio 
12:30 p.m.   Black History Month Conversation, Online 
 
 
Tuesday, February 22nd 

 6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
 7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
 
Sunday, February 27th 
11:00 a.m.   Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Sanctuary/Online 
 
 
 

 
 
 
WEEKLY AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Bible Study, Online via Zoom 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, In-Person and Online 
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
  10:00 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Fito Peña – (September 17, 1939 – January 17, 2022) 
 
 
 

Fito Peña, a longtime, beloved member of the First Pres 
community, passed away on Monday, Jan. 17, 2022. 
Fito shared his gift of a rich baritone voice with the 
Chancel Choir for many years, as well as his 
compassion for others as a deacon. He left a mark of 
generosity, humor and grace to all who knew and loved 
him. Fito’s family has requested that memorial 
donations be sent to our church that he loved so much. 

  



Spiritual Growth Ministry February 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson 
and activities. Upon arrival, children should go directly to their classrooms.  

All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups. 
 

Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade) 
Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 

 
    February    6 – Jesus Heals Two Daughters 
    February  13 – Mary and Martha 
    February  20 – Birds and Lilies 
    February  27 – Who Is My Neighbor? 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities. 
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.  
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Philbin 
 
Hello everyone! My name is Jen Philbin and I am graduating this 
semester from Cal State Long Beach with two degrees in Family Life 
Education and Child Development & Family Studies. When I was 13, I 
started volunteering for children’s ministries at St. Andrew’s Redondo 
Beach, my home church. I became a youth intern when I was 17 and 
have continued in youth and children’s ministries ever since. While at 
St. Andrew’s, I volunteered for their missions program, and I 
witnessed their extraordinary work with the homeless community. My 
heart belongs to the youth and to those who are disadvantaged. After 
coming out as bisexual, I was unsure whether my path in ministry 
would continue. I’m so grateful to First PRes, because your choice to 
take a stand and extend Jesus’ inclusive welcome to everyone has 
changed my life course for the better. It is so meaningful for my whole 
self to be fully welcomed and accepted. I’m so excited to serve as your 
Director of Youth and Missions.  

Welcome to First Pres 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Spiritual Growth - A Community of Faith Approach 

 

Some years back our church changed the name of our educational ministry for children, 
youth, and adults from Christian Education to Spiritual Growth. At the time, many other 
churches were also renaming their educational ministries in a similar way, calling them Faith 
Formation or Spiritual Formation ministries. These name changes reflected a corresponding 
change in our understanding of how people come to faith and are shaped to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Faith, we now recognize, is not “learned” in a Sunday School classroom or an adult Bible 
study but rather is formed over time in the context of a community of faith. This does not mean 
that Sunday School or Bible studies are not part of that faith formation or spiritual growth 
process, but rather that they are only one part of a much larger formational process that leads 
to spiritual growth within the church community. 

 
Israel Galindo, a long-time educator and professor, now Associate Dean at Columbia 

Theological Seminary, calls this the community of faith approach to Christian education 
formation (spiritual growth as we call it). It is based on two basic principles. First, the church, 
and more specifically individual congregations, are by nature communities of faith. That is, a 
congregation is more a relational community than membership organization. It’s primary 
purpose, according to Galindo, “is the shaping of the faith of its members and of those to whom 
it reaches out in witness and ministry.” Congregations are genuine faith communities when they 
provide a place for people to come together and to participate in and practice their shared 
religious values together. 

 
The second basic principle of the community of faith approach to spiritual growth is that 

faith formation, as opposed to religious instruction, is a better way to bring about spiritual 
growth for individuals within congregations. The community of faith approach understands faith 
formation as occurring within the whole community rather than just the classroom. It 
understands the content of faith formation to be the person of Jesus Christ, not a particular text 
or creed. It understands the approach of faith formation to be relational as opposed to one-way 
instruction. And it understands the outcome to be spiritual growth in relationship with Jesus and 
others as opposed to mastering religious content. 

 
As we come out of yet another wave (was this the second, third, or even fourth one?) of 

Covid-19 disruption and begin to hope and plan for a return to “normalcy”, we have an 
opportunity to envision new possibilities for our church. For me, the community of faith 
approach to spiritual growth is an exciting way for us to structure and implement a spiritual 
growth ministry. Intergenerational experiences, experiential learning, worship, and reflection are 
examples of some of the essential shared practices that fit in this communal nature of 
congregational life. I will have many more to share with you in future newsletter articles. So 
stay tuned. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Peter 

Spiritual Growth 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LUNCHES FOR THOSE IN NEED 
 
On Sunday, February 13 the youth of the church will 
assemble bags of lunches during their Sunday morning 
Faith Group time. 
 
If you are able, we ask you to bring as many sandwiches 
as you wish. The most popular types are pb + j, turkey, 
ham, and salami. Please label the sandwich bag with 
sandwich type. They will be collected on the Patio before 
the worship service and then the lunches will be assembled 
by the Youth Group during their Faith Group time 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
WON'T YOU CELEBRATE WITH ME 
Black History Month Conversation with Victor Andre Greene  
Sunday, February 13 at 12:30pm - online 
 
We can find a history of Christianity and racism at the geographic and ideological site of the 
plantation. But like Lucille Clifton's poem, Won't You Celebrate with Me, there is also a 
celebration mapped against the haunt.  
 
Our guest speaker will be VICTOR ANDRE GREENE (He/Him), a Spoken Word Poet + Creative and 
Editorial Assistant + UCC Licensed Minister + Founder of Room 305 + Community Developer located in 
Paris, France.  After serving as the first and only BIPOC pastor as the American Church in Paris, Victor 
left and created ROOM 305, a gathering community that uses storytelling to prompt curiosity about 
ourselves and one another, to practice mindfulness, to seek wholeness, and form expansive ways to be 
together. 
 
 
This Black History Month conversation is brought to you by St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Santa Monica, 
St. Augustine by the Sea and First Presbyterian Church of Santa Monica.   
 
Information on how to join the conversation will be sent out soon. 
 

Mission News 

Black History Month Conversation 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to  
be a follower of Jesus by reading and 
discussing the Bible. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 

 

 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
in-person and/or online, the first 
Friday of every month. In honor of 
those spunky sisters who played such 
a vital role in the history of the church, 
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.  
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

 
 

Flowers 
 
What better way to honor or 
remember someone special in 
your life by dedicating the 
chancel flowers in his or her 
name – to the glory of God. 
 

Thanks to our faithful donors, the 
flowers have more than one life. 
The deacons divide each 
arrangement into several 
bouquets every Sunday and 
deliver them to dear members 
and First Pres friends who are 
sidelined at home or in the 
hospital and are unable to join us 
for services. The cost to the 
donor is $65. 
 

Our Flower Chart is filled through 
May, but we have many open 
dates from June through 
December. To reserve a special 
Sunday during the second half of 
2022, please email or call Pat 
Alston at pat@patalston.com or 
310-390-5206. Someone will 
contact you for your dedication 
and payment a week or two 
before your chosen date. If you 
would like to pay in advance, 
please note “chancel flowers” and 
the date of your dedication on 
the memo line of your check or 
electronic payment. 
 

Meanwhile, if you have 
inexpensive small- to medium-
sized vases that you’d like to 
donate to the deacons, please 
bring them to the church during 
office hours Monday through 
Friday or on Sunday morning. We 
will put them to good use! 
 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity. 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the Westside 
Food Bank through First Pres. by 
check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 

 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you 
have any questions or need help 
making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

February Birthdays 

February 3     Stan Micallef 
February 4     Jungmi Han 
February 6     Tom Ong 
February 8     George Balian-Leverette 
February 10   Miller Levin 
February 10   Robert Perrin 
February 12   Rocco Ornekian 
February 12   Tanyon Harber  
February 15   Amy Wiwuga 
February 18   Maverick Bales 
February 22   Annelise Sebastian 
February 23   Theo Hedges 
February 23   Adam Rose 
February 25   Olivia Deuel 
February 26   Charlotte Hou 
February 26   Barbara Markay 
February 26   Tessa Smith 
February 27   Angela Thompson 
February 28   Amy Iorio 
February 28   Quynh Sebastian 
 


