
 

 

 

  

Window The 

December 2021 
& January 2022 

The 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
 

Friday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
Kids are welcome at the service, or childcare is available up to age 7 

 



Pastor’s Pen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

 
 
As we prepare for Christmas, looking at Jesus’ family history is like getting caught in a story 
that keeps repeating.  This is sort of like If You Give a Pig a Pancake but many of these Bible 
stories aren’t entirely appropriate for kids.   
 
The story of Abraham and Sarah starts out well, with God promising to bless all families of 
the earth.  From the beginning there is enough of God’s generosity and inclusive welcome for 
everyone.  But almost immediately we get stuck in a cycle of fear and blessings that are 
limited or unequally given. 
 
Abraham is blessed, but instead of blessing others he puts his wife and community in harm’s 
way for his own benefit.  A generation later, his son Isaac is blessed, but instead of blessing 
others, he puts his wife and wider community in harm’s way for his own benefit.  Then 
Isaac’s son, Jacob steals a blessing from his brother and Jacob’s sons sell their youngest 
brother Joseph into slavery.  This all begins to feel like a pattern that can’t be broken. 
 
Along the way, however, glimpses of hope shine through.  Most notably the gospel of 
Matthew highlights five women in Jesus’ family tree who pass on new patterns of faith, hope, 
love, grace, justice, and courage.   
 
If we’re hearing Jesus’ story for the first time this raises important questions.  What will this 
child, born to a poor middle eastern Jewish family, be like?  Will Jesus’ life and character be 
marked by the patterns of fear and limited blessings in his family?  Or will Jesus embody 
God’s generosity and inclusive welcome for all?  
 
And for each of us, rooted in our own families and stories, what are the blessings that we 
have inherited and what are we passing on?  While certain family, personal or cultural 
patterns can be hard to break, where might there be room for us to create or experience 
something new?   
 
Whatever happens or doesn’t happen in this season, let’s end at the beginning with God’s 
blessing for all people.  May we enjoy this generous love and inclusive welcome that comes 
without condition.  Merry Christmas!   
 
Grace + Peace, 
 
Rev. Tim Vance   

  



December 2021 and January 2022 
Calendar 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Friday, December 3rd 
6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, In-Person and Online via Zoom 
 
Saturday, December 11th 
5:00 p.m.   Kids Night Out, Youth Lounge 
 
Sunday, December 12th 
10:00 a.m.   Lunch Bag Assembly, Patio 
 
Friday, December 24th 

7:00 p.m.   Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary and Online 
 
 

 
 
 
Friday, January 7th 
6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
Sunday, January 9th 
10:00 a.m.   Lunch Bag Assembly, In-Person 
 
 

 
 
 
WEEKLY AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Zoom Bible Study, Online 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor, Admin Bldg. 
  10:00 a.m. Youth Faith Group, 2nd Floor, Admin Bldg. 
 
 

 
  

We are so excited to continue our in-person worship on Sundays at 10AM. 
We encourage you to join us and invite friends and family  

as we continue to safely gather back together.  
 

For those who wish, you can now watch us via Live-Stream on 

YouTube Live: First Pres YouTube Channel 

Facebook Live: FPC Facebook Page 

and from our FPC Website: www.fpcsantamonica.org 



Spiritual Growth Ministry 

December 2021 and January 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson and 
activities. Upon arrival, children should go directly to their classrooms.  
All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups. 

 
 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th 
Grades) 
 
December    5 – Zechariah and Elizabeth January    2 – Jesus’ Family Visits the Temple 
December  12 – Mary Shares Her Joy  January    9 – Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation 
December  19 – Jesus Is Born   January  15 – Jesus in His Hometown 
December  26 – Simeon and Anna  January  23 – Miraculous Catch of Fish 
       January  30 – Sermon on the Plain 
 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities. 
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.  
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group. 

 
 
 
 

KIDS NIGHT OUT 
 

On Saturday, December 11, from 5-8 pm you can drop off your 3 year-old to 5th grader at the 
church and we’ll feed them food, play games with them, create art with them, and just	have a fun 

time being together. And you’re free to do, well, whatever you want for three hours.  
There’s no cost, but you do need to sign up. 

 
Middle and High School Youth can join us as well! Get valuable service hours by helping out.  

 
We will still be operating under pandemic procedures: 

 
1 The number of attendees will be limited. 
2 Pre-registration is required. 
3 Screening and temperature checks will take place at sign-in. 
4 Masking and physical distancing will be required. 

 
  



 
 
 

Evergreens And Candles Help Slow Us Down And Center Us 
By Kari Young | Presbyterians Today 

 
My girls are both college students and their schedules have them floating in 
and out of the house like frenzied subway riders at rush hour. While it’s 
been like this for several years now, I’ve never let that stop me from 
continuing the tradition of creating an Advent wreath that we started so 
many years ago here at First Presbyterian Church of Santa Rosa, California, 
when they were little. 
 
For me, for them, for us as a family, our Advent wreath represents an 
invitation to slow down amid the holiday rush and remember to be present 
and just be. Pause. Breathe. Remember the real reason behind all the glitz and bright lights, all the cheer 
and noise, and so forth. That it’s not about any of that, but about all of it. Because it’s about the Christ 
coming into the world. The same Christ that so loved the world — all of it — you, me, them, all. 
 
I don’t think God really cares how you decorate your house or what color scheme or color candles you use 
for your Advent wreath, or that you even make or have an Advent wreath at all. I believe God just wants 
us to stop running around. Return and be with God and take time to worship. It’s about anticipating God’s 
coming, both then and now. 
 
An Advent wreath is a tool, or better stated, a spiritual practice that we can use during Advent to help 
center ourselves and our prayers to God during this season. And since I’m slinging around what “I think” 
God thinks (a very dangerous thing to do for sure, but hey), I’m sure he doesn’t want us to be burdened 
with “one more thing to do” for us to come and worship God. 
 
That’s why I love our Advent wreath so much. My wreath invites me to come as I am, to stay as long as I 
like, and as often as I want or need. 
 
The Advent wreath is a spiritual practice inviting me to come individually and slow down during my busy 
days. The circular wreath that reminds there is no end to God’s love is also there for us as a family to 
gather around and share a meal and to enjoy the spiritual practice of slowing down and lighting its candles 
together. 
 
When I lay down the expectations of “it has to be done this way, every day” to be done right — those 
expectations are especially high during the holiday season — I am free to sit by the wreath and enjoy the 
warmth and glow of the candles burning. As I do, the reminder of God’s promise of life everlasting is 
whispered to me from the greens of the wreath. 
 
The spiritual practice of the Advent wreath reminds me that we are still a part of this world and all of 
humanity and sin. But it also reminds me, as we wait in anticipation through this season, that the 
kingdom we wait for has already begun and that we are also waiting for the kingdom to be fully restored. 
 
As I light the candles and participate in this Advent spiritual practice and think about all that this wreath 
represents and reminds me to ponder, my brain begins to feel fragile and mushy, and I end up just being 
thankful and grateful. And that’s quite all right. 
 
Kari Young is a member of First Presbyterian Church of Santa Rosa, California, and has enjoyed the bumpy ride of her 
evolving faith. When she’s not busy at work, she loves to garden, read, and take naps with her two cats. She still 
prefers using beeswax candles purchased from a convent in Washington state for her Advent wreath.  
 
Christmas Advent Wreath with Red Berries, Pine Cones and 4 Candle Ring by Deyirbag  
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09C1YGTNT/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_MQ3DRAAHGKY30BWR8640?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1 
 
Christmas Advent Candle Set (Set of 4) - Made in the U.S.A. by Vermont Christmas Co  
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001B7MLRG/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_BC66T0S0EK97415QS89W?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1 
 
 

 

Spiritual Growth 



 
 
 
 
 

LUNCHES FOR THOSE IN NEED 
 
We will, once again, assemble bags of lunches on Sunday, December 12 and Sunday, January 9. 
 
In November, we provided 50 bagged lunches + 20 extra sandwiches. Thank you to everyone who made 
sandwiches for the project. 
 
If you are able, we ask you to bring as many sandwiches as you wish. The most popular types are pb + 
j, turkey, ham, and salami. Please label the sandwich bag with sandwich type. They will be collected on 
the Patio before the worship service and then the lunches will be assembled by the Youth Group during 
their Faith Group time. 
 
We will continue this event on the second Sunday of each month. Following the worship service, the 
lunches will be delivered to the Hollywood Food Coalition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SWEATSHIRT & SWEATER DONATIONS AND HYGIENE KITS 
 
Thank you to everyone that donated sweatshirts and helped assemble hygiene kits in October.  
The sweatshirts and hygiene kits have been delivered to the United University Church and they have 
distributed them to those in need on Skid Row and surrounding areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There’s still time… Our pledge campaign concluded in November however, if you have not returned your 
pledge card, we urge you prayerfully to consider joining with the rest of your church community in 
making your pledge. Your church needs your support! Consider your pledge a tangible way for you to 
participate in the great things God is doing in our midst. For our leadership to set the priorities for our 
mission and ministry in the days ahead, we need your commitment. If you need a convenient way to 
make regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift before the end of the year, we encourage 
you to consider our electronic giving options. As the pace of life speeds up, especially around the 
holidays, you may find electronic giving a convenient way to make contributions.  
Visit fpcsantamonica.org and click GIVE YOUR SUPPORT or email Kathy@fpcsantamonica.org or call her 
at 310.451.1303 and she will set it up for you. Thanks to each of you for your continued generosity. 

Mission News 

Giving 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus by  
reading and discussing scripture. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
the first Friday of every month. In 
honor of those spunky sisters who 
played such a vital role in the history 
of the church, we are the Vawters’ 
Daughters.  
 
Contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

 
 
Flowers 
 
What better way to honor or 
celebrate someone special in 
your life by dedicating the 
chancel flowers in his or her 
name – to the glory of God. 
 
Thanks to our faithful donors, the 
flowers have more than one life. 
The deacons divide each 
arrangement into several 
bouquets every Sunday and 
deliver them to dear members 
and First Pres friends who are 
sidelined at home or in the 
hospital and are unable to join us 
for services. The cost to the 
donor is $65. 
 
Our Flower Chart is filled through 
December, but we have many 
open dates in the New Year. To 
reserve a special Sunday in 
2022, please email or call Pat 
Alston at pat@patalston.com or 
310-390-5206. Someone will 
contact you for your dedication 
and payment a week or two 
before your chosen date. If you 
would like to pay in advance, 
please note “chancel flowers” and 
the date of your dedication on 
the memo line of your check or 
electronic payment. 
 
Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity 
 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the Westside 
Food Bank through First Pres. by 
check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 
 

 
 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you 
have any questions or need help 
making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

December Birthdays 

 December   3    Tate Smith    January   2     Sebastian Hunter 
 December   5    Peter Earhart   January   3     Parker Whiteman 
 December   8    Wiley Scheflen   January   3     Riley Whiteman 
 December   8    Beaux Thompson   January   7     Joey Knightbrook 
 December 11    Gannon Earhart   January   7     Natalie Peterson 
 December 12    Ellen Ireland   January   8     Lily FitzGerald 
 December 13    Mike Coulter   January   8     William FitzGerald 
 December 15    Dax Watt    January   9     Ken Hall 
 December 16    Irene Hedges   January 13     Clara Chun 
 December 22    Ava Torab    January 15     Hyowook Chiang 
 December 24    Steven Pesce   January 19     Darnell Randall 
 December 28    Nick Hedges    January 19     Josie Regalbuto 
 December 28    Martha White   January 21     Mei-Lisa Thompson 
 December 29    Meg Balian    January 23     Cindy Jenkins 
 December 29    Jennie Braun   January 24     Reza Torab 
 December 30    Micah Levin    January 26     Katherine Ireland 
 December 31    Jesse Lu    January 28     Kevin Nee 
        January 30     Alex Hyde-White 
        January 31     Heather Hamilton 

January Birthdays 


