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Pastor’s Pen
PASS THE BUTTER

Stewardship and God’s Generous Welcome
In that sometimes-awkward moment of leaving a social gathering, I’ve recently noticed myself
saying things like, “It was so nice to spend time with real humans again.” Now that I’m writing
this out, it does sound strange. “So do you often hang out with fake humans or other nonhuman creatures?” But in this bizarre pandemic season, being able to gather for a meal or a
drink with others can feel refreshingly new and a bit more real.
Obviously, we all need food, but gathering around a table is also about catching up and sharing
stories. It’s a place where relationships are nourished. The table is often a place of hospitality
and belonging. But for any of us who have ever experiences food scarcity, we know that the
table can also be a place of stress. And for any of us who have ever walked into a cafeteria or
lunchroom on the first day of school or work, we might remember anxiously thinking, “Will
anyone make room for me?” The table is a place where we all come in need and with
something to share.
Is this a good place for us to start thinking about stewardship? I know, this seems like an
abrupt turn toward money, but stick with me, because stewardship isn’t primarily about money.
Stewardship instead starts simply with us coming, as we are, to a table that is already set and
has plenty of room for everyone. The communion table is a place where we experience God’s
generosity and Jesus’ inclusive welcome. Let that sink in and take a moment to consider, “how
have I experienced this in my own life?”
There is no shame, therefore, in coming to this table hungry or thirsty. Even in good times, we
all come to the table with various needs, but we know these last two years have been
particularly difficult for so many of us. God’s love and generosity are free and without
pressure, which means that we can come to the table just as we are, even if we feel like we’re
coming empty handed.
Last, what is most needed at the table are guests who will enjoy the meal, share stories, make
more room for others, and then, when needed, pass the butter, or the wine, or the broccoli to
others. Stewardship is our gracious and loving participation in God’s hospitality.
So, in this stewardship season, what might it look like to come to the table as we are? How can
each of us welcome and include others at church, work, school, home, online or wherever we
might be? And last what does it look like for us to pass the butter or share whatever it is that
we have at our end of the table?
We’re all invited to participate freely in God’s generosity and inclusive welcome.
Blessings,
Rev Tim

November 2021 Calendar
Friday, November 5th
6:30 p.m. Vawters’ Daughters, In-person and Online via Zoom
Sunday, November 7th
11:00 a.m. Election Meeting of the Congregation, Sanctuary
Saturday, November 13th
7:30 p.m. Verdi Chorus Concert, Sanctuary
Sunday, November 14th
10:00 a.m. Lunch Bag Assembly, Youth Lounge (during Faith Group time)
11:00 a.m. Youth Group Lunch and Laser Tag, Youth Lounge
2:00 p.m. Verdi Chorus Concert, Sanctuary
Monday, November 15th
6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online
Saturday, November 20th
5:00 p.m. Kids Night Out, Youth Lounge

WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES
Thursdays:
Sundays:

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 p.m.

Bible Study, Online via Zoom
Worship Service, In-Person and Online
Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg
Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg

Lighting a Candle for God’s Global Vision of Compassion, Justice and Peace
The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle takes us through every region of the world over the course of a year.
Praying for each place on earth and its people at least once a year,
we affirm our solidarity with Christians all over the world,
brothers and sisters living in diverse situations,
experiencing diverse problems and sharing diverse gifts.
Pray with us!

Spiritual Growth Ministry November 2021
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson and
activities. Upon arrival, children should go directly to their classrooms.
All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups.
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)
Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
November 7 – King Solomon
November 14 – Elijah and the Widow
November 21 – Elisha and the Shunammite Woman
November 28 – Prepare the Way

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities.
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group.

KIDS NIGHT OUT – THANKFULNESS
We are so thankful that we have been able to have our Kids Night Out!
On Saturday, November 20, from 5-8 pm you can drop off your 3 year-old to 5th grader at the
church and we’ll feed them food, play games with them, create art with them, and just have a fun
time being together. And you’re free to do, well, whatever you want for three hours.
There’s no cost, but you do need to sign up.
Middle and High School Youth can join us as well!
Get valuable service hours by helping out. And get into the Thanksgiving spirit!
We will still be operating under pandemic procedures:
1
2
3
4

The number of attendees will be limited.
Pre-registration is required.
Screening and temperature checks will take place at sign-in.
Masking and physical distancing will be required.

And yet, with all that, it will still be great fun!

Spiritual Growth
Spiritual Growth In The Hybrid Church
I don’t remember exactly when, but some time shortly after the church closed to in-person
activities in March 2020 due to the Covid pandemic, we decided to continue our Thursday morning
Bible study online through Zoom. Just like our moving to recorded online worship services, this was
something totally new for a church that so valued its Thursday morning and Sunday morning
gatherings in-person. Well, I can tell you that eighteen months later our Thursday morning Bible
study is still going strong with a larger, more consistent attendance, excellence in Bible scholarship,
and a diversity of opinion that contributes to lively discussion and the opportunity for spiritual growth
every week. As we talk about the possibility of returning to in-person Bible study, we can’t imagine
doing away with the online option. And so we have turned the church library into a Zoom room,
where we now have the ability to meet in-person while welcoming online Zoom participants to join in.
That’s spiritual growth in the hybrid church.
Some years ago, using an online tool called Reveal, researchers found that it wasn’t church
participation in general that led people to experience spiritual growth in their lives. Rather, it was
whether or not the church taught and encouraged its members to intentionally build spiritual practices
into their daily lives. One example would be helping members to develop a daily prayer life. While this
is certainly possible, and has been happening, in churches like ours that have been primarily inperson, “come-to-us” models of spiritual growth, the hybrid church model offers us new opportunities
and resources to help our members become more attentive to their own spiritual growth. Here are a
few suggestions.
1.

We can use social media more to increase our congregation’s spiritual awareness. This means
using our church communications outlets, like email, Facebook, YouTube, and our own website,
to share not just announcements about what’s happening at the church but to share spiritual
insights, ideas, and pictures that reinforce important parts of the sermon or that week’s Bible
study. The idea is to provide the congregation with access to spiritually grounded online content
from the church for personal reflection during the week.

2.

We can open up all small groups to online participation. This includes not just Bible studies but
also leadership groups, social groups, and our children’s and youth Faith Groups. Our church
Session has continued to meet over Zoom during the pandemic. When they return to in-person
meetings, the plan is to use the Zoom room to conduct meetings both in-person and online. The
same could happen with ministry team meetings as well. And even though we have returned to
in-person children’s Faith Groups, we continue to offer an online Zoom Faith Group every Sunday
morning. Incorporating online options in all of our groups expands participation and creates
opportunities for new relationships to develop and existing relationships to grow deeper. And we
know that spiritual growth takes place best within community.

3.

We can help members navigate the wide variety of spiritual growth resources and programs
available on the internet. Practicing a hybrid spiritual growth model means asking the church to
curate online resources for its members, pointing them towards those that are most useful while
also suggesting ways in which to use the resources both individually and in groups. More good
quality spiritual growth materials are available now that just a few years ago and the number of
great resources just continues to grow.

Practicing spiritual growth in the hybrid church means embracing a “both/and” approach. We
do not need to choose in-person over online opportunities for spiritual growth but instead see the
value in both. In fact, I believe that as we find ways to integrate online and in-person spiritual growth
practices into our shared life together, we will become stronger, forming more mature disciples of
Jesus and growing together as God’s church here in Santa Monica.
Blessings,
Peter

Mission News

LUNCHES FOR THOSE IN NEED
Beginning Sunday, November 14 the youth of the church will assemble bags of lunches during their
Sunday morning Faith Group time.
We will need your help by bringing the sandwiches. The most popular sandwiches are pb + j, turkey, ham,
and salami. Please label the sandwich bag with sandwich type. To begin with we will ask you to bring only
2 – 3 sandwiches. The sandwiches will be collected in the Narthex before the worship service.
We will continue this event on the second Sunday of each month. Following the worship service, the
lunches will be delivered to the Hollywood Food Coalition.

SOLEMATES
Thank you to all who have donated to The Solemates program. Solemates provides a pair of school
shoes to 20 students ages 3 - 19 through our partner, One Voice. Shoes usually cost between $50-100,
so we help families with this basic need for their children. The families select the shoes from Zappos and
we order and deliver them within two weeks.
Please donate to this special mission project by indicating Solemates in your donation.
Solemates was created over 32 years ago by the late Jim Jenkins and receives donations at any time
throughout the year. In 2020 our congregation was so generous in support for Solemates that we were
able to order and deliver an additional 16 pairs of shoes this past spring.

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY
Bible Study

Westside Food Bank

Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to be
a follower of Jesus by
reading and discussing the
book of Numbers.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger relief
to the people of our community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
https://wsfb.org
Or you can donate to the Westside
Food Bank through First Pres. by
check or online
http://fpcsantamonica.org

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the congregation
in-person and/or online, the first
Friday of every month. In honor of
those spunky sisters who played such
a vital role in the history of the church,
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the church office at
(310) 451-1303 or
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get connected.

Flowers
What better way to honor or
remember someone special in
your life by dedicating the
chancel flowers in his or her
name – to the glory of God.
Thanks to our faithful donors, the
flowers have more than one life.
The deacons divide each
arrangement into several
bouquets every Sunday and
deliver them to dear members
and First Pres friends who are
sidelined at home or hospital and
unable to join us for services.
The cost to the donor is $65.
Most Sundays in 2022 are still
available.
To reserve a special date, please
email or call Pat Alston at
pat@patalston.com or 310-3905206. Someone will contact you
for your dedication and payment
a week or two before your
chosen Sunday. If you choose to
pay in advance, please note the
date of the flower dedication on
the memo line of your check or
electronic payment.
Thank you for your kindness and
generosity

Online Giving
Please know that your donations
are appreciated and if you are
able, the online giving site is an
efficient and easy way to make
your offerings. You can use the
QR code below or access it
through our website at
http://fpcsantamonica.org and
click Give Your Support.
You can also contact Kathy at
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you
have any questions or need help
making a contribution.

November Birthdays
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November
November
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November
November
November
November

1
1
4
5
6
14
15
15
18

PUBLISHER:
First Presbyterian Church of
Santa Monica
1220 Second Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
SUBMISSIONS:
Send newsworthy information
about church activities for
consideration in the Window
to info@fpcsantamonica.org.

Ralph Barton
Jayson Warsuma
Christopher Rhee
Alex Sebastian
Fran George
Elisa Rose
Kevin Berkemeier
Joe Micallef
Merritt Levin

November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November

19
19
21
29
30
30
30
30

Sheila Forsander
Tayt Scheflen
Robert Bracken
Sasha Yansen
Catherine Chun
Madeline Luteman
Matt Peterson
Richard Williamson

