
 

 

 

  

Window The 

October 2021 

The 

Photo by kazuend on Unsplash  



Pastor’s Pen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD WAS A STRANGER AND… 
The Book of Numbers 

 
 

Before my wife and I started dating, we dated each other’s friends. And then when we 
weren’t dating those friends, we started spending more and more time together, but “just 
as friends…” And by that I mean, I was scared to tell her how I really felt AND she 
assumed that if we were dating, I would be just like her dumb ex-boyfriend / my best 
friend. 

This makes sense, right? We can’t help it, we all carry our life experiences, both the good 
and the bad with us and those parts of our story continue to impact and influence how we 
see the world and relationships. Are you with me? 

So, God’s people had been enslaved in Egypt for 400 years. 400 years within a culture that 
worshipped many gods.  400 years being oppressed by Pharaoh, who himself was 
considered a god. Then when GOD comes to rescue them from slavery, they’re not exactly 
sure who this GOD is. Moses even says to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say 
to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What 
is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 

God is sort of like a stranger! So, along the way, just like us, they carried their past 
experiences with them into this new relationship with God. And since the gods of Egypt 
were connected to their suffering, the people will continue to assume that this GOD is also 
dangerous, violent and unjust. We will see this reflected in the Bible anytime God is 
portrayed as anything other than good, gracious, loving and just. 

Fortunately, we’ll also see throughout the Bible, that even though people get things wrong, 
God is faithfully present moving them forward toward a larger vision of compassion, justice 
and peace centered in Jesus’ way of love. 

 

So, if we’re going to be a safe, healthy and welcoming community, it’s helpful to know 
that, like people long ago, we’re all coming with complex stories, backgrounds and 
perspectives. And while we’ll definitely get some things right and other things wrong God 
will be faithfully present moving us forward toward Jesus’ way of love. 

 

 
 
Blessings,  
 
Rev Tim 
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Friday, October 1st 
 6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
Sunday, October 3rd 
11:00 a.m.   Hygiene Kit Assembly, Courtyard 
 
Saturday, October 16th 
 5:00 p.m.   Kids Night Out, Youth Lounge 
 
Monday, October 18th 

 6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
 7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
Saturday, October 23rd 
 4:00 p.m.   Vicente Orchestra Concert, Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, October 31st 
10:00 a.m.   Installation Service for Rev. Tim Vance, Sanctuary 
 
 

 
 
 
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Bible Study, Online via Zoom 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, In-Person and Online 
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
  10:00 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
 
 

 

 
Lighting a Candle for God’s Global Vision of Compassion, Justice and Peace 

The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle takes us through every region of the world over the course of a year. 
Praying for each place on earth and its people at least once a year,  

we affirm our solidarity with Christians all over the world,  
brothers and sisters living in diverse situations,  

experiencing diverse problems and sharing diverse gifts.  
Pray with us! 

 
Prayer is at the very heart of the ecumenical movement.  
Jesus prayed that we – his followers – may all be one.  

When we pray with and for one another, we can feel God’s gift of unity.  
Prayer sustains us on our way towards a unity that all can see,  

“so that the world may believe”. (John 17:21) 
 

The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle  



Spiritual Growth Ministry October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson and 
activities. Upon arrival, children should go directly to their classrooms.  
All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups. 

 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade) 

Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 
 
    October    3 – The Family of Ruth 
    October  10 – Samuel the Prophet 
    October  17 – David, the Shepherd Boy 
    October  24 – Abigail 
    October  31 – King David 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities. 
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.  
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group. 

 
 
 
 
 

KIDS NIGHT OUT – HARVEST FESTIVAL EDITION 
 

We had such a great time with our Kids Night Out last month; we’re going to do it again!  
On Saturday, October 16, from 5-8 pm you can drop off your 3 year-old to 5th grader at the 

church and we’ll feed them Harvest Festival food, play Harvest Festival games with them, create 
Harvest Festival art with them, and just	have a fun time being together. And you’re free to do, 

well, whatever you want for three hours. There’s no cost, but you do need to sign up. 
 

Middle and High School Youth can join us as well!  
Get valuable service hours by helping out. And get into the Harvest Festival spirit! 

 
We will still be operating under pandemic procedures: 

 
1 The number of attendees will be limited. 
2 Pre-registration is required. 
3 Screening and temperature checks will take place at sign-in. 
4 Masking and physical distancing will be required. 

 
And yet, with all that, it will still be great fun! 

  



 
 
 

 

What is Hybrid Worship? 
 

In last month’s Window, I introduced you to the term “hybrid church”. I defined hybrid church as 
“a church that seeks to provide both online and in-person worship and spiritual growth 
experiences to its congregation.” As I continue to learn more about being a hybrid church, I would 
like to refine my definition in two ways. First, a hybrid church seeks to provide all its ministry 
offerings online, including mission, service, giving, and fellowship (in addition to worship and 
spiritual growth). Second, a hybrid church does not privilege in-person church activity over online 
church activity. So, for example, online worship is not seen as something we do just for people 
who can’t make it to church but rather something we do for people who want to worship online. 
Thus, we put as much effort and planning into online worship as we do in-person worship. 

To help you understand what this looks like, let’s talk more about worship here at First Pres. Think 
back to your own worship experiences over the last two years. There was a time, long ago, when 
we all worshiped at First Pres exclusively in-person. Think about what it was like to sit in the 
sanctuary, singing hymns and songs, listening to a sermon, and responding in prayer together 
with a hundred or so other people. Now, think about watching your first recorded worship service. 
Pastor Tim skillfully pieced together a single video from videos of music, Bible readings, a 
children’s sermon, and his own sermon. Not only was the service different, but your whole 
environment was different, sitting at home with your slippers on rather than in the sanctuary. 
Next, think about our live-stream in-person worship service that has been happening since June. 
While many people have returned to the sanctuary, many others continue to watch online and 
what they are seeing is very different from the recorded videos that Pastor Tim put together.  

Which worship service do you like best? Why? If you prefer online worship, do you sing along with 
the hymns and songs or does that seem awkward? Do you fast forward to the sermon? Be honest. 
Do you read the Lord’s Prayer out loud along with Pastor Tim? Do you like the online recorded 
service or the online live stream service? Why or why not? Do certain parts of the worship service 
seem to work better online than other parts? These are not easy questions. 

If we choose as a congregation to move forward as a hybrid church, we will have to continue 
refining what our online worship looks like. Here are a couple of guidelines for thinking about 
hybrid worship. First, treat each worship space as its own. Don’t assume that all aspects of 
sanctuary worship will work in the online space and vice-versa. Second, identify ways to enhance 
worship so that it works for both spaces. One example is to project hymn lyrics onto the screen of 
online viewers in place of hymnals in the hands of in-person worshipers. Third, decide whether the 
best online option for worship is live-stream or recorded video. There are advantages and 
challenges to both. Fourth, worship is about connecting people to God and to other Christians in 
community. That seems easier to do in-person. We’ll need to learn and use the online tools of 
engagement to make it happen for our online worshipers. 

Worship decisions are some of the most important that we make in the church. If we seek to be a 
truly hybrid church, then we have to believe that our in-person and online worship experiences 
are equally valuable and we have to be willing to do the work to make them both honoring of God 
and engaging of congregants. May God bless our ongoing efforts. 

 
Blessings, 
 
Peter 

Spiritual Growth 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLEMATES 
 
The Solemates program provides a pair of school shoes to 20 students ages 3 - 19 through our partner, 
One Voice. Shoes usually cost between $50-100, so we help families with this basic need for their 
children. The families select the shoes from Zappos and we order and deliver them within two weeks. 
Like many things in the past 18 months, we have not been able to gather in person to deliver the shoes, 
but we hope that next year we can meet and share a meal with these families. 
 
Please donate to this special mission project by indicating Solemates in your donation. 
 
Solemates was created over 32 years ago by the late Jim Jenkins and receives donations at any time 
throughout the year. In 2020 our congregation was so generous in support for Solemates that we were 
able to order and deliver an additional 16 pairs of shoes this past spring. 
 
 
 
LUNCHES FOR THOSE IN NEED 
 
Have you wanted to provide a meal for those in need but are not sure how to do it? One of our FPC youth, 
Trey Barton, has found a way. Beginning Sunday, November 14 the youth of the church will assemble 
bags of lunches during their Sunday morning Faith Group time. 
 
They will need your help by bringing the sandwiches. The most popular sandwiches are pb + j, turkey, 
ham, and salami. Please label the sandwich bag with sandwich type. To begin with we will ask you to bring 
only 2 – 3 sandwiches. 
 
We will continue this event on the second Sunday of each month. Following the worship service, Trey will 
deliver the lunches to the Hollywood Food Coalition. 
 
 
 
HYGIENE KIT ASSEMBLY 
 
Join the Mission Team on the courtyard following the worship service on Sunday, October 3 as we 
assemble hygiene kits. The hygiene kits will be distributed to individuals experiencing homelessness on 
Skid Row in downtown Los Angeles. 
 
We will also begin collecting gently used sweatshirts and blankets as well as new socks, umbrellas or 
tarps. More information on how to donate will be available soon. 
 
 

Mission News 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus by  
reading and discussing the  
book of Numbers. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 

 

 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
in-person and/or online, the first 
Friday of every month. In honor of 
those spunky sisters who played such 
a vital role in the history of the church, 
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.  
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

 
 
Flowers 
 
What better way to honor or 
remember someone special in 
your life by dedicating the 
chancel flowers in his or her 
name – to the glory of God. 
 
Thanks to our faithful donors, the 
flowers have more than one life. 
The deacons divide each 
arrangement into several 
bouquets every Sunday and 
deliver them to dear members 
and First Pres friends who are 
sidelined at home or hospital and 
unable to join us for services. 
The cost to the donor is $65. 
 
Dec.12 is still available this year, 
as are most Sundays in 2022. 
 
To reserve a special date, please 
email or call Pat Alston at 
pat@patalston.com or 310-390-
5206. Someone will contact you 
for your dedication and payment 
a week or two before your 
chosen Sunday. If you choose to 
pay in advance, please note the 
date of the flower dedication on 
the memo line of your check or 
electronic payment. 
 
Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the Westside 
Food Bank through First Pres. by 
check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 

 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you 
have any questions or need help 
making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

October Birthdays 

 October 1    Kinley Bales   October 16  Bill Ireland 
 October 2    Yueying Wang   October 16  Sandy Micallef 
 October 3    Josie Benham   October 17  Hamilton Lu 
 October 5    Louise McLaurin   October 17  Grey Thompson 
 October 5    Jim Williams   October 19  Amy Boersma 
 October 6    Elle Hall    October 21  Rhys Scheflen 
 October 8    Lauren Hall   October 23  Bevin Earhart 
 October 8    Greyson Mallen   October 24  Tessa Hsei-Schumacher 
 October 9    Donny Watt   October 24  Janet Landon 
 October 10  Julie Dechaussé   October 27  Elizabeth Edstrom 
 October 10  Sam Horowitz   October 28  Joe Fairbanks 
 October 10  Natalia Yung   October 28  Carey Larson 
 October 14  Jennifer McNeil   October 31  Karen Register 
 October 14  Maija Vance 
 


