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WELCOME HOME 
A Refugee Story 

 
 
I’d like to introduce you to the newest member of our church, Anjlo Ajmal. Anjlo was born in 
Lahore, Pakistan and from the age of three has suffered with the stigma, pain and disability of 
Polio. At 15 years old he committed his life to following Jesus, in whom he found spiritual healing 
and strength in the midst of his suffering. 
 
In 2010, Anjlo left Pakistan to escape threats against his life because of his faith and was 
received as a refugee in France. Now he and his family have just moved here to California, 
where he is attending Claremont School of Theology. 
 
But we’re getting too far ahead of ourselves. As a refugee Anjlo couldn’t return home to see his 
family in Pakistan, nor his fiancé Lubna. Thankfully, after 3 long years, Anjlo and Lubna were 
able to meet up in Malaysia to get married at St. Andrews Church in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Then in 2015 they were blessed with the birth of their beautiful daughter. 
 
Since 2014, Anjlo has been the pastor of the Punjabi Church in Paris, which is the first church in 
Paris where Christians from Pakistan and India can worship in their own languages. By God’s 
grace the Punjabi church continues to be a thriving ministry serving immigrants and refugees 
who find themselves far from home. 
 
Personally, my family and I have had the privilege of knowing this wonderful family since 2016 
when we moved to France. When we were immigrants, they were part of a community that 
welcomed us and help us feel more at home. As a congregation we now are privileged to be a 
part of this next chapter in their lives and their ongoing call into ministry. 
 
Some of the ways that we can support Anjlo and his family include a seminary scholarship, 
through prayer, and by guiding Anjlo through the ordination process of the PCUSA. But right 
now, having just arrived in this new country and culture, they need help getting settled into 
their apartment and making it a home for themselves and their daughter. 
 
If you would like to help, we have created an Amazon wishlist with items that you can buy and 
have sent directly to their apartment. We also have a list of larger items that they need, which 
could be donated if you have these items in good condition. For details look at our weekly email 
newsletter or contact the church directly. 
 
Thank you for all the ways that you’re 
reflecting God’s love and welcome in our 
community and beyond. Please continue to 
keep this young family in your prayers as 
they adjust to their new life here in the 
United States.   
 
 
Blessings,  
 
Rev Tim 

  



September 2021 Calendar 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Friday, September 10th 
6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
 
Saturday, September 11th 
8:00 p.m.  Jacaranda Concert, Sanctuary 
 
 
Saturday, September 18th 
5:00 p.m.  Kids Night Out, Big Yard 
 
 
Monday, September 20th 

6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
 

 
 
 
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Bible Study, Online via Zoom 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, In-Person and Online 
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
  10:00 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Youth Lounge - 2nd Floor Admin Bldg 
 
 

 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 11 
 
 
 

As we struggle to adjust to the challenges of 2021, Jacaranda offers this Twentieth Anniversary 
reflection on 9/11 in the spirit of healing. The Lyris Quartet, celebrating its tenth year as 

Jacaranda’s resident string ensemble, is joined by eight vocal soloists from Tonality choral group 
founded in 2016, and the Jacaranda Chamber Ensemble conducted by Anthony Parnther. 

 
Joan Tower - In Memory 

Steve Reich - WTC 
Samuel Barber - Adagio from String Quartet Op11 

Anthony Davis - Restless Mourning, West Coast Premiere 
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SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's lesson and 
activities. Upon arrival, children should go directly to their classrooms.  
All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups. 

 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade) 

Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 
 
    September    5 – In the Garden 
    September  12 – God Tends the Earth 
    September  19 – Lift Up Your Eyes 
    September  26 – A New Creation 
 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities. 
Upon arrival, youth should go directly to the Youth Lounge.  
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KIDS NIGHT OUT RETURNS – September 18 from 5 – 8 p.m. 
 

Yes, you heard it right! Kids Night Out is back! Saturday, September 18, from 5-8 pm. You can 
drop off your 3 year-old to 5th grader at the church and we’ll feed them, play games with them, 
create beautiful art with them, and just	have a fun time being together. And you’re free to do, well, 
whatever you want for three hours. There’s no cost, but you do need to sign up. 
 
Because this is Kids Night Out - Pandemic version: 

 
1 The number of attendees will be limited. 
2 Pre-registration is required. 
3 Screening and temperature checks will take place at sign-in. 
4 Masking and physical distancing will be required. 

 
And yet, with all that, it will still be great fun! 

  



 
 
 

Is Hybrid Church The Future of First Pres 
 

If you haven’t heard the term “hybrid church” yet, you’re probably not alone. Like me, you may still be 
getting used to the idea of hybrid cars, cars that run on both gasoline and battery power. But as a 
result of the Covid pandemic and the closing and then reopening of churches, the term hybrid has come 
to describe churches that seek to provide both online and in-person worship and spiritual growth 
experiences to their congregations.  
 
Like so many other churches, First Pres’ venture into becoming a hybrid church was born out of 
necessity, not out of choice. Few of us had ever heard of Zoom. Neither had we ever recorded a sermon 
or a children’s time on an iPhone and uploaded it to YouTube. But we adapted and we learned and now 
we’re live-streaming worship services to YouTube and Facebook. We have Zoom Bible studies and all 
kinds of other meetings on Zoom. And we send out weekly Faith Group lessons for families to use at 
home. So, we’re doing it. We’re being a hybrid church! Well, maybe.  
 
I am currently participating in an online class entitled, “How to Be a Hybrid Church.” The class is led by 
Christen Kinard, founder of Digital Congregations. There is much to learn about this new way of being 
the church in the world. I would like to share a few things I have learned so far as together we seek to 
answer the question, “Is hybrid church the future of First Pres?” 
 
Being a hybrid church is a choice. It is certainly possible to decide that once this whole pandemic 
passes we can go back to only having in-person worship and activities. We can return our live 
streaming cameras and cancel our Zoom accounts and go back to the way things were before the 
coronavirus. 
 
Recent research, however, by the Barna Group supports moving to the hybrid model. 
According to this research, while 52% of church-going adults prefer primarily physical gatherings, 35% 
say they want access to both in-person and online church. Not surprisingly, 71% of Baby Boomers 
prefer in-person gathering, but that number drops steadily and significantly among younger 
generations. Lastly, 71% of all church-going adults and even 67% of those who have dropped out of 
church say they see value in online church services. 
 
Being a hybrid church is more than adding technology and continuing to do the same things 
only online. It will require reimagining everything we do, even worship. In my online class, the change 
is described as moving from a “come to us” model to a “go to them” model. It means moving from the 
church setting the parameters of its relationship with congregants to giving congregants choices that 
allow them to set the parameters of their relationship with the church. More specifically, it means doing 
more in worship than just streaming the service. It means redefining what “active member” 
participation looks like. It means focusing more on people and less on programs. And it means being 
willing to experiment with new ways of being the church that will allow us to connect with and care for 
more people at this important time in their lives. 
 
Ok, now that I’ve raised everyone’s anxiety level, including my own, let’s stop and remember a couple 
of things. First, this is God’s ministry, not ours. And God will lead us and give us the vision, the energy, 
and the tools to do our part. We just need to be faithful to God’s call. Second, we are part of a larger 
Christian community that includes not only other Presbyterian USA churches (our denomination) but 
also local Methodist, Lutheran, and Baptist churches, all of whom are trying to figure out how to be the 
church in the pandemic and post-pandemic world. Together we are learning and growing by sharing our 
experiences with each other. Lastly, we have you, the members, friends, and leaders of First Pres who 
share in a one-hundred-and-forty-year tradition of being a faithful Christian witness to Santa Monica 
and the surrounding area. 
 
So is hybrid church our future? I think it’s still an open question and we have a lot more to learn about 
what it means to be a hybrid church. But I’m kind of excited about the possibilities. So for now I will 
trust that God will lead us, our wider Christian community will support us, and our congregation will 
rightly discern together our ongoing mission and ministry here at First Pres, whatever that may look 
like. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Peter 

Spiritual Growth 



 
 

 
 
 

Habitat For Humanity 
 
Build days are back this summer and fall!  
 
Habitat LA just started two more new homes in South LA and they will be working on those and 
repairing dozens of others around greater LA between now and the end of the year. They would love to 
have a First Pres Santa Monica team out for some building fun again. Anyone 16 and older is welcome to 
participate. 
 
For information on how to participate, please contact info@fpcsantamonica.org. 
 
On Thursday, September 23 Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles will host their annual Builder’s 
Ball.  
 
Click here for more information about the Builder’s Ball. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helping a Refugee Family 
 
 
Anjlo Ajmal, and his family have recently moved from France to California so he can attend the 
Claremont School of Theology where he is working on his Master of Divinity degree. 
 
As a congregation we are fortunate to have the opportunity to be a part of their lives as they continue to 
follow God's call into ministry. We are supporting them with a seminary scholarship, our prayers, and now 
we all can help them get settled into their apartment in Claremont. Here is an Amazon wish list with items 
that you can buy and have sent directly to their apartment: Anjlo Ajmal's Wishlist. Simply place an item in 
your cart and when you check out select the following address: Anjlo Ajmal's Gift Registry Address. 
 
For larger items, please contact the church for more details if you would like to donate items below that 
are used, but in good condition: 
 
Coffee Table - Desk – Printer – Microwave - Couch / Sofa - Laptop Computer 
 
Please continue to pray for Anjlo, Lubna and their daughter as they adapt and adjust to their new life here 
in California. 
 
 

Mission News 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus by  
reading and discussing the  
book of Numbers. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 

 

 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
in-person and/or online, the first 
Friday of every month. In honor of 
those spunky sisters who played such 
a vital role in the history of the church, 
we are the Vawters’ Daughters.  
We meet at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

 
 
Flowers 
 
What better way to honor or 
remember someone special in 
your life by dedicating the 
chancel flowers in his or her 
name – to the glory of God. 
Thanks to our faithful donors, the 
flowers have more than one life. 
The deacons divide each 
arrangement into several 
bouquets every Sunday and 
deliver them to dear members 
and First Pres friends who are 
sidelined at home or hospital and 
unable to join us for services. 
The cost to the donor is $65. 
 
Here are the dates still available 
for dedicating flowers through 
the rest of the year:  
Oct. 3, Oct. 24, Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 
Dec. 5, and Dec. 12 
 
To reserve an upcoming Sunday, 
please email or call Pat Alston at 
(310-390-5206; or 
pat@patalston.com;) with your 
choice of dates. Someone will 
contact you for your dedication 
and payment a week or two 
before your chosen Sunday. If 
you choose to pay in advance, 
please note the date of the flower 
dedication on the memo line of 
your check or electronic 
payment. 
 
Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the Westside 
Food Bank through First Pres. by 
check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 

 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you 
have any questions or need help 
making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

September Birthdays 

September 4     Andrea Morgan   September 16   Maryam Torab 
September 5     Victoria Schriver-Luteman  September 17   Fito Peña 
September 6     Phyllis Kai-Kee   September 18   Tamara Tarsitano 
September 6     Vivienne Monn   September 19   Lance Rhee 
September 7     Dominique Yansen   September 23   Barbara Jones 
September 8     Michael Peterson   September 23   Presley Whiteman 
September 9     Alec Rose    September 24   Chien-Wei Lu 
September 11   Elizabeth Ireland   September 27   Henry Hedges 
September 11   Joe Woods    September 28   Caroline Hou 
September 13   Betty Cashin   September 28   Mateo Monn 
September 14   Lucky Harber   September 29   Easton Smith 
September 15    Louise Pesce   September 30   Lora Nee 
September 15   Chris Sterparn 


