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Happy summer everyone and welcome back! After fifteen months we’re finally back 
together for worship on Sunday mornings! To be honest, I had forgotten what we were 
missing. Singing together and enjoying live worship music again was so beautiful and 
refreshing. Seeing many of you whom I hadn’t seen for so long was such a treat.   
 
Last week when we looked at the creation story in Genesis 2, we noticed how 
important it is to be in community. “It’s not good for humanity to be alone” (Genesis 
2:18a). In this creation parable, God formed a human (Hebrew: adam) from the dust 
of the ground, but contrary to many of our English translations, we don’t yet know its 
gender. The Hebrew word adam can be male or female as we see in Genesis 1:27 
when “God created humanity (adam) in God’s own image… male AND female.”   
 
The first gender revealed in Genesis 2 is actually female! It’s only when the woman 
(Hebrew: Isha) is formed that this human (adam) discovers his own gender identity as 
a man (ish). So while the plot has a woman formed out of a man, the linguistic plot 
has the man formed out of the woman. Tragically, this story has a long history of 
being used to oppress women and the LGBTQ+ community, but in reality, this is a 
parable about EQUALITY!  This is an equality that emerges from both our common 
humanity AND our diverse expressions of that humanity. We need one another, with 
our similarities and differences, in order to grow and discover who God is and who we 
are becoming.   
 
The first week back I announced that we wouldn’t have a social gathering time after 
church, but as it turned out we couldn’t keep you from sticking around and catching 
up. Of course! We need to be together, so from here on out feel free to stick around 
and talk in the courtyard after church. Thank you, however, for continuing to wear 
masks (over mouth and nose) and remaining socially distanced. And if you’re not 
feeling well, please join us online for our live-stream worship. These things alone are 
critical for keeping our kids and any unvaccinated adults safe.   
 
Looking ahead, we hope you will join us on Sunday, July 25 at 10AM for Worship 
through Music. We normally have a hymn sing on Memorial Day weekend, but we 
pushed it back this year so that we could enjoy the live musical together in the 
sanctuary. We’ll also have the great opportunity to hear from guest speakers Rev. 
Elizabeth Gibbs Zehnder and Rev. Dr. Kikanza Nuri-Robbins the first two weeks of 
August.   
 
Finally, for July and August we will not be taking communion together in worship. 
Instead, we will offer a short communion service video online for Sunday, July 4 and 
Sunday, August 1. This will allow all of us to receive communion at home with our own 
bread and juice or wine. As time goes on, we’ll keep working on how to add and 
include more experiences into our new normal. Thank you everyone for your faithful 
presence. It’s good to be together! 
 
Grace + Peace, 
 
Rev. Tim Vance   

  



July and August 2021 Calendar 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Friday, July 2nd 
6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, In-Person and Online via Zoom 
 
 
Monday, July 19th 

6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Friday, August 6th 
6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
 

 

 
 
 
WEEKLY AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Zoom Bible Study, Online 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, 2nd Floor, Admin Bldg. 
  10:00 a.m. Youth Faith Group, 2nd Floor, Admin Bldg. 
 
 

 
  

We are so excited to continue our in-person worship on Sundays at 10AM. 
We encourage you to join us and invite friends and family  

as we continue to safely gather back together.  
 

For those who wish, you can now watch us via Live-Stream on 

YouTube Live: First Pres YouTube Channel 

Facebook Live: FPC Facebook Page 

and from our FPC Website: www.fpcsantamonica.org 
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SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Children in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join us for the Children’s Faith Group's 
lesson and activities. Upon arrival, children should gather on the Big Yard with their 

teachers. Teachers will then lead the children to their Faith Group rooms. 
All children will need to wear a facemask while in their Faith Groups. 

 
 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th 
Grades) 
 
July    4 – Sisters Ask for Land   August    1 – A Son Returns Home 
July  11 – Nathan Confronts a King  August    8 – Zacchaeus Makes Amends 
July  18 – Esther Saves Her People  August  15 – Jesus Turns the Tables 
July  25 – Proclaim Jubilee   August  22 – A Widow Insists on Justice 
       August  29 – Nehemiah Sets and Example 
 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for the Youth Faith Group’s lesson and activities. 
Upon arrival, youth should gather on the Big Yard with their teachers. Teachers will then 

lead the youth to their Faith Group room. 
All youth will need to wear a facemask while in Faith Group. 

 
 

FRIDAY ZOOM PARTY 
(last Friday of the Month) 

 
 
 

Families with kids in grades 3 – 5 grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 
p.m. for a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson. Be on the lookout for emails 

from Peter and Dana regarding these Zoom events. 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 

Reading the Bible with Children 
by: Elizabeth Caldwell 

 
 

 
 

Parents and caregivers play an important role as faith partners with their children. 
One way for parents to promote spiritual growth at home is by reading Bible stories 
with their children. This helps children to see how making a commitment to reading 
the Bible each day can become a ritual that supports the growing life of faith of their 
whole family.  
 
Using a wondering model of reading Bible stories with children is an easy way to 
begin. It doesn’t assume a lot of experience with the Bible. Parents, caregivers, and 
their children can create a tradition of a simple bedtime ritual of closing the day with a 
story from the Bible. It also introduces children and family members to a spiritual 
practice that has five simple steps: 
 
1) Enter.  
 
Find a space for beginning. Consider the transition from playtime or bath for this 
space using conversation ideas that help a child review the day: 
I wonder what was amazing about your day! 
Was there something that made you really laugh? 
Was there something that made you sad? 
Did you discover something new today? 
The ancient spiritual practice of The Examen invites you to think about these two 
questions: 
 

• Where did you see God’s love today? 
• Where did you receive or share God’s love today? 

 
 

Spiritual Growth 



 
 
 
2) Hear.  
 
Read the Bible story together. See the end of this article for some suggestions of good 
Bible storybooks. 
 
3) Pause. 
 
Take a brief quiet moment after reading the story. 
 
4) Wonder. 
 
Engage the story with the child, inviting her or his questions or asking ones like: 
 

• Who is in the story and what happens to them? 
• What do you think this story is about? 
• What questions do you have? 
• Why do you think this story is in the Bible? 
• What would you like to remember about this story? 
 

5) Bless. 
 
Affirm some of the things you heard the child say about the story. Recall some of the 
things that were said during the entering time and end with a prayer. 
 
One way to connect this storytelling model with the church is to read stories that have 
recently been taught in the church’s Sunday School program. When reading Bible 
stories with younger children, the following are good Bible storybooks to use at home: 
 

Bible Basics Storybook 
Children of God, Storybook Bible by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook 
Shine On, A Story Bible 
The Family Story Bible 
Growing in God’s Love, A Story Bible 

 
Reading the Bible with children is a wonderful way to build strong faith foundations as 
a family. Embrace this opportunity to share this time together with children



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Wednesday Morning Gathering  
 
The Wednesday morning ladies are 
looking forward to the seeing everyone 
at church soon. 
 

 
 
Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus by reading and 
discussing the book of Psalms. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
the first Friday of every month. In 
honor of those spunky sisters who 
played such a vital role in the history 
of the church, we are the Vawters’ 
Daughters.  
 
Contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

 
 
Flowers 
 
We’re back! Thanks be to God – 
and all the awesome First Pres 
staff members, musicians and 
volunteers who made it happen! 
The deacons began delivering 
chancel flowers to our “Friends at 
Home” on June 13, and a call for 
weekly dedications exceeded our 
expectations. We’ve completely 
filled our “flower chart” through 
the month of September and only 
have half a dozen open flower 
dates in October, November and 
December.  
The available dates for dedicating 
flowers in honor or memory of a 
loved one or friend are: 
Oct. 3, 24, 31, Nov. 7, Dec. 5, & 12. 
 
Ann’s Flowers, which has helped 
beautify our sanctuary for the 
past five years, has not raised 
the price of the arrangements, 
despite the toll the pandemic 
took on its business. The cost is 
still $65. And thanks to our 
faithful donors, the flowers have 
more than one life. The deacons 
divide each arrangement into 
several bouquets every Sunday 
and deliver them to dear 
members and First Pres friends 
who are sidelined at home or 
hospital and unable to join us for 
services. 
 
To reserve an upcoming Sunday, 
please email or call Pat Alston 
(pat@patalston.com; 310-390-
5206) with your choice of dates. 
We will contact you for your 
dedication and payment before 
your chosen Sunday. payment.  
 
As always, thank you for your 
generosity and kindness. 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the Westside 
Food Bank through First Pres. by 
check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 
 

 
 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you 
have any questions or need help 
making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

July Birthdays 
July 2      Kanaga Watt 
July 5      Mary Woods 
July 6      Ciara Robinson 
July 8      Sophia Moore 
July 9      Craig Lowe 
July 11    Margaret Miller 
July 12    Rhys Levin 
July 14    Averie Perrin 
July 14    Paige Schmalle 
July 14    Megan Smith 
July 15    Wendell Hahm 
July 17    Amanda Nee 
July 17    Brett Thompson  
July 17    Bruce Edstrom 
July 18    Kim Peterson 
July 19    Luther Van Ummersen  
July 20    Niniek Lukito 
July 22    Joe Deering 
July 22    Harrison Kazanegras 
July 23    Joanna Edstrom 
July 23    Luke Coulter 
July 24    Benjamin Levy 
July 28    Gail Berkemeier 
July 28    Thomas DiGaetano 
July 28    Priscella Ihia 
July 28    Noah Vance 
July 31    Ashley Lewis-Hunter 

August Birthdays 

August 4     Owen Benham 
August 4     Steve Henning 
August 8     Scott Hunter 
August 11   Connie Fairbanks 
August 13   Madison Creekbaum 
August 14   Patricia Armacost 
August 15   Christopher Henning 
August 16   Shu-Hwei Lu 
August 18   Ana Rose 
August 21   Adrian Torab 
August 21   Samuel Wilson 
August 23   Kim Wiliams 
August 24   Rocco McNeil 
August 30   Jeff Sebastian 
August 30   Sonia Hsei-Schumacher 
August 31   Jeff Droege 


