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WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
 
 

 
The night max wore his wolf suit and made mischief of one kind and another. His 
mother called him “Wild Thing!" and Max said, "I'll eat you up!" so he was sent to bed 
without eating anything.  
 
Of all the children’s books that I read as a kid, this is the one that stands out in my 
mind. It's frightening, it's mysterious, and it's fun. I can see in my mind where this 
book was located in the basement of my hometown library. Maybe as a kid I connected 
with the wild energy that it seemed like adults were always trying to contain. But even 
though Max was sent to his room, his room couldn't contain his wild imagination: 
 
That very night in Max’s room a forest grew and grew and grew until his ceiling hung 
with vines and his walls became the world all around. And an ocean tumbled by with a 
private boat for Max and he sailed off through night and day and in and out of weeks 
and almost over a year to where the wild things are. 
 
Like Max’s mother, Maija and I are both delighted and terrified by the energy of our 
kids. We love the enthusiasm, the joy and unrestrained creativity, but we’re also 
constantly trying to contain or even suppress that wild energy. “Slow down! Calm 
down! Don’t do that! You’re all being so loud!” 
 
Now if I’m honest, I tend to feel the same way about God. I want God’s presence, but it 
would be nice if it was on my terms. I want the joy, healing, freedom and justice of the 
Holy Spirit, but without any of the disruption. Can it work that way? 
 
We are now in the season of Pentecost, when we celebrate the movement of God’s 
Spirit. But this is a movement, like the wind and fire in Acts 2, that isn’t easily 
contained. As I’m writing this there’s a big wildfire blazing in the Santa Monica 
mountains around Topanga Canyon. And we know, all too well, that the combination of 
wind and fire in the dry mountains can be devastating. This isn’t the kind of wind and 
fire any of us want. 
 
Fortunately, the wind of God’s Spirit is a life-giving wind or a breath of fresh air. And 
the fire of the Holy Spirit is healing and purifying rather than totally destructive. Have 
you ever experienced this? Even still, how do we feel about not being able to control or 
contain God’s presence? 
 
As we continue through this season, we’re going to take a look at the movement of 
God’s Spirit throughout the entire Bible. As we do this let’s keep these questions in 
mind: 
 
How have we noticed or experienced God’s presence with us? 

How do we feel about not being able to control God’s wild Spirit? 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev Tim 

  



June 2021 Calendar 

In-Person Worship – June 20 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Friday, June 4th 
6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
 
Sunday, June 20th 
10:00 a.m.  In-Person Worship Service, Sanctuary and Online 
 
 
Monday, June 21st 

6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
 

 
 
 
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Zoom Bible Study, Online 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Online 
  11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour, Online 
  11:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, Online 
  12:00 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Online 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The staff here at First Pres is very excited about our reopening on Sunday, June 
20th. The sanctuary and the courtyard are being spruced up and cleaned/sanitized 
in anticipation of seeing the happy faces of those who will be joining us in person. 
 
For those who will still watch from home, we are very happy to begin live-streaming 
our worship services. You will be able to access the live-stream from the Sermons 
page on our website. This a new technology for us and we are embracing it. 

  



Spiritual Growth Ministry June 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 
 

Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via 
Zoom at 11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities. 
 
 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th 
Grades) 
 
    June    6 – Jesus Calls for Justice 
    June  13 – Welcoming Everyone 
    June  20 – Caring for Those in Need 
    June  27 – Enough for All 
 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 
 

Youth in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join Peter, Dana, Paula, and Laurel via Zoom at 
12:00 p.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities. 
 
 
 

FRIDAY ZOOM PARTY 
(last Friday of the Month) 

 
 
 

Families with kids in grades 3 – 5 grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 
p.m. for a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson. Be on the lookout for emails 
from Peter and Dana regarding these Zoom events. 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 

 
A Summer Of Justice 

 
 

This summer our Children’s and Youth Faith Groups’ curriculum is entitled “Seeking Justice 
Together.” As we emerge from the grips of a pandemic that has laid bare many of the 
social injustices that we live with, it is important that we remember that God has called the 
church to be a force for justice in the world and that we respond to that call individually 
and together as the body of Christ.  
 
 

In Luke 4:14–30, Jesus reads the words of Isaiah as he boldly proclaims that he has been 
sent to preach good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery of sight to the 
blind, and freedom for the oppressed. As followers of Jesus, we do this work as well. Often 
Christians talk about being Christ’s hands and feet. There is truth in this statement, yet 
God’s justice is not only our work in the world, but God’s work in us. As we are 
transformed and become aligned with the heart of God in Christ, we are better able to 
reflect God’s justice and peace through our lives to the world. 
 
 
What does the Bible say about God’s justice? In the Old Testament, justice (mishpat in 
Hebrew) is not just about fair punishment for wrongdoing; it’s about restorative justice, 
which involves caring for the vulnerable and changing systems so that injustice does not 
happen in the first place. To fully understand biblical justice, it is also essential to consider 
righteousness. Tzadeqah, the Hebrew word for righteousness, refers to right relationships, 
where people are treated with dignity and respect because they bear the image of God. 
Justice and righteousness are sometimes used interchangeably in the Bible and are fre-
quently used to describe the character of God. Taken together, these concepts offer 
guidance for living faithfully in a broken world. 
 
 

Living with justice and righteousness looks different from person to person, church to 
church, and community to community. Yet, in all contexts, it is essential that there is both 
inner and outer work. Prayer, reflection, truth-telling, and repentance lead to inner 
transformation (righteousness). This transformation provides the necessary wisdom and 
discernment to know what actions to take in the church, community, and world (justice). 
This outward-focused action then leads back to the inner work, challenging us to look at 
the actions we took and how they impacted us and the world. This is a lifelong journey 
toward loving kindness, courage, justice, peace, and reconciling love in relationship with 
God, other people, self, and the earth. 
 

 

Spiritual Growth 



 
 

 
 
 

Meals on Wheels 
 
Have you ever thought about being a Meals on Wheels volunteer? About 500 people receive 
meals in our community and over 90% of those meals are subsidized! Meals on Wheels West 
L.A.covers the area from Pacific Palisades to Marina del Rey and there are many ways to 
volunteer. Finding ways for families to engage in Mission has been especially challenging during 
the pandemic but MoW can offer activities for all ages AND provide those required volunteer 
hours young people must do for school. 
 
There are three categories of volunteerism. You can deliver meals when you are able or at a 
regularly scheduled time. You can also provide phone reassurance to individuals, or help 
organize the distribution and return of bags. Different activities fall on specific days and times 
and you do not have to commit. They have a system and you do need training. And that is 
where we come in! 
 
They will provide the training in a group setting either in person or virtually. We are interested in 
providing this training to anyone who would like it. Please fill out these 5 questions to let us 
know when you are available so we can assess interest and scheduling preferences. Google 
interest form. We can do the training together and share our experiences during coffee hour ;) 
 
Check out their videos to learn more about the responsibilities: Meals on Wheels 
 
Campbell Blind Fund 
 
The generous trust from the Campbell family has directed our church to support those who are 
legally blind. Over the many years, this fund has helped a Korean Hospital, a missionary, a 
summer Bible camp for the blind, created two scholarships at UCLA, and contributed to the UCLA 
center for assisted technology. This trust has also supported the Braille institute and this year 
gave funds for large print books for The Santa Monica Library. 
 
We are now embarking on a new relationship with Wayfinder. They were formerly known as The 
Junior Blind. Most blind children today do not have structural problems with their eyes. Their 
blindness is a result of neurological complications that are connected to other disabilities. 
Wayfinder provides critical at-home support to help families who must learn how to support their 
young children who are facing these challenges. Wayfinder also has a school for those under 18 
and provides transitional services for those over 18. Our contribution is going towards the pre-K 
training program. We will have someone from Wayfinder come and do a forum in the future. 
 
Your Gifts 
 
Please know that your contributions have already found their way to the Westside Foodbank, 
Step Up on Second, The People's Concern, and Journey Out. The Rhee family assembled and 
delivered over 100 hygiene kits to the Los Angeles County Hospital and we will have more 
assembly activities in the year ahead. Sixteen pairs of shoes were provided to young children 
going back to school this spring because of your donations to Solemates. Your generous giving 
will help us continue to help those in our community like the Women's Downtown Shelter.  
 
Thank you,  
Janet Landon 
Mission Team Leader 
 

Mission Update 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Wednesday Morning Gathering  
 
The Wednesday morning ladies are 
looking forward to the seeing 
everyone at church soon. 
 

 
 
Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus by reading 
and discussing the book of Psalms. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 
a.m. on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on 
how you can join. 
 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the 
congregation online, the first 
Friday of every month. In honor of 
those spunky sisters who played 
such a vital role in the history of 
the church, we are the Vawters’ 
Daughters.  
We are having virtual happy hour 
on Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the church office at  
(310) 451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get 
connected. 
 

 
 
Flowers 
 
It might look a little different 
when we return to an in-
person service in a few weeks. 
But there will be music, 
scripture and prayers of 
thanks for God’s grace in 
getting us through a very 
difficult and challenging year. 
 
And there will be flowers. 
 
After more than a year, our 
deacons are excited to resume 
weekly deliveries of bouquets 
from our beautiful chancel 
arrangements to First Pres 
friends confined to home or 
hospital due to illness, injury 
or frailty. 
 
If you’d like to reserve a date 
to donate the flowers in 
memory or honor of someone 
special, please let Pat Alston 
know. There are dates 
available in October and 
December, as well as a wide-
open slate of Sundays in the 
new year. 
 
You can reach her by phone at 
310-390-5206, or by email: 
pat@patalston.com. Or you 
can call the church office at 
310-453-1303, Monday 
through Friday. The cost of 
the weekly flowers is $65. 
 
Thank you for your support. 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger 
relief to the people of our 
community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-
19 Emergency Food Fund 
here: https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the 
Westside Food Bank through 
First Pres. by check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 

 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your 
donations are appreciated and 
if you are able, the online 
giving site is an efficient and 
easy way to make your 
offerings. You can use the QR 
code below or access it 
through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
and click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if 
you have any questions or 
need help making a 
contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

June Birthdays 

 June 1     Ann Armacost   June 16   Cameron Dechaussé 
 June 1     Robert Heldman  June 16   Paula Lowe 
 June 1     Tim Vance   June 17   Haley Perrin 
 June 2     Haven Deuel   June 17   Kate Perrin 
 June 4     Sarah Horowitz   June 17   Lanhee Yung 
 June 4     Marion Lewis   June 20   Robert Lowe 
 June 5     Daniel Gomez-Aparicio June 20   Bella Ro 
 June 5     Mackenzie Lowe  June 21   Sebastian Wolff 
 June 6     Madison Farmer  June 22   Amanda Dunlap 
 June 7     Olivia Coulter   June 24   Diana Coulter 
 June 8     McKenzie Wilkins  June 24   Connor Sterparn 
 June 9     Julie Levin   June 28   Logan Earhart 
 June 10   Lindsay Lake   June 29   Lina Alsawi 
 June 11   Milo Micallef   June 29   Laurel Earhart 
 June 11   Kip Thompson   June 29   Saydee Mallen 
 June 12   Ariana Torab   June 29   Grace Williamson 
 June 13   Christian Williamson  June 29   Vivienne Williamson 
 June 16   Jeffrey Dechaussé  June 29   Sebastian Yung 
 
 


