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IN-PERSON WORSHIP

As you may have heard, we are very excited to be returning to in-person worship on
Sunday, June 20th. As we come back to our church building, our primary goal continues
to be making worship as safe and as meaningful as possible for all of us. In order to
make this happen we need everyone. We need to hear your thoughts and concerns.
We’ll need volunteers each week. And we will need everyone to play their part in order
to keep everyone safe (Yes, I’m looking at you with your mask covering your mouth but
not your nose).
Considering our different needs and comfort levels with in-person gatherings, we will
have several options for participation in worship. First, we will be located in the
sanctuary, which is well ventilated, with plenty of space for socially distanced seating.
If you’d rather be outside, we will have additional seating and sound in the courtyard.
And finally online worship (live streaming) will be available every week.
At the time of reopening, we will be following the safety guidelines recommended by
the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.
At present these include mask wearing, hand sanitizers at the doors, temperature
checks upon entry, socially distanced seating, and no coffee hour following services.
We will have worship music, but congregational singing will be evaluated as we get
closer to reopening. We are also gathering information for how to best attend to the
needs of kids, youth and families.
Again, this is a community effort. We need science, vaccines, volunteers, technology,
all of us being attune to one another and most of all God’s Spirit joining us together in
safe and meaningful ways. So, please pray with us as we move forward. Let others
know about our re-opening and stay tuned for additional details on how we’ll do this.
And speak up if you have any ideas or concerns that we haven’t yet addressed.
Finally, as we turn our focus to what will happen again in our church building, let’s keep
Jesus’ larger vision in-mind. Yes, worship is an important time for us to pay attention to
Jesus, to be together and for God to refresh and care for us. If that happens when we
gather together, then what? Will God’s love, grace, peace and justice get stuck there or
will it flow back out into our community and the lives of others?
I can’t wait to see each of you face to face. Until that time comes, may the love of God,
the grace of Jesus and the presence of the Holy Spirit continue to surround you and
care for all of us.

Blessings,
Rev Tim

FAQ’s for Re-Opening
Will the worship service be in the sanctuary or on the patio?
We will have seating available both in the sanctuary and on the patio.
Will masks be required?
Yes, we will require everyone worshiping with us to wear a mask while
on the church campus.
Will there be social distancing?
Yes, we will be seating congregants at a safe distance from one another.
Do I need to be vaccinated to attend?
No, the church will not inquire about vaccination status.
Will hand sanitizers be available?
Yes, we will have hand sanitizer at the entrance gate and in the narthex.
Will there be music?
We will have music from the worship band and the choir. They will be socially
distanced from the congregation. And, we will ask the congregation to refrain from
singing.
Will there be a coffee hour?
No, we will not have a coffee/social hour following the service.
But, we are looking forward to the day when we can socialize safely again.
Will there be Children’s and Youth programs?
Yes, and we are gathering information for how to best attend to the needs of kids,
youth and families.
Is the church properly ventilated?
Yes, we have installed MERV 13 filters in the sanctuary and in the
administration building and the doors will remain open for airflow.
Will the worship service still be available online?
Yes! We are installing a camera system in the sanctuary and will be
live-streaming each service.

May 2021 Calendar
Friday, May 7th
6:30 p.m. Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom
Monday, May 17th
6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online
Sunday, May 23rd
10:00 a.m. Pentecost Sunday Worship Service, Online

WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES
Thursdays:
Sundays:

9:30 a.m.
10:00
11:00
11:00
12:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

Zoom Bible Study, Online
Worship Service, Online
Virtual Coffee Hour, Online
Children’s Faith Groups, Online
Youth Faith Group, Online

Pentecost – May 23
On the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift
of Holy Spirit which draws us together as one
people, helps us to comprehend what God is
doing in the world, and empowers us to
proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s plan of
reconciling all people in the name of Christ
(Ephesians 1:10).

Spiritual Growth Ministry May 2021
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS

Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities.
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
May 2 – Philip and the Ethiopian Official
May 9 – Saul’s Conversion
May 16 – Peter and Cornelius
May 23 – Lydia
May 30 – Paul and the Corinthians

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP

Youth in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join Peter, Dana, Paula, and Laurel via Zoom at 12:00 p.m.
for Faith Group lessons and activities.

FRIDAY ZOOM PARTY
(last Friday of the Month)

Families with kids in grades 3 – 5 grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m. for
a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson. Be on the lookout for emails from Peter and
Dana regarding these Zoom events.

Spiritual Growth
Rethinking The Three B’s of Faith Formation In the Church
Recently I have been reading a series of articles by John Roberto of Lifelong Faith
Associates entitled “How Shall We Live Now?” (www.lifelongfaith.com/april-5-2021.html).
He talks about the challenge now before the church of re-imagining itself and re-presenting
itself to a post-pandemic world. Having endured more than a year of disruption to our
lives, Roberto says that “we are now searching anew for meaning and purpose” as we
rebuild our relationships and look to address the serious societal issues of injustice and
inequality laid bare by the pandemic. The church has an opportunity to re-present the
Christian faith not as a system of beliefs but as, in the words of theologian Miroslav Volf, “a
compelling vision of an integral way of life that is worth living.”
When I hear the words “the three B’s”, I immediately think back to the Pittsburgh Pirates
baseball team of the 1990s when their three stars were Bell, Bonds, and Bonilla. But Mr.
Roberto’s discussion of the traditional three B’s of faith formation in the church is
something very different (and much more important). According to him, since at least the
time of the Reformation, the “formula” for becoming a Christian and joining a church has
been Believing, confessing certain truths about God and Jesus, Behaving, acting in
accordance with those beliefs, and Belonging, having demonstrated proper belief and
behavior, one now can become a member of a particular Christian church. This has been
my experience in the church as well, although I see it as a more fluid process. It’s not like
the church stops people at the door and asks what they believe before allowing them in to
worship. It’s not like members of the church refuse to greet someone until they give their
first offering. And I have no interest (at least not at this point) in campaigning to change
the Presbyterian Book of Order’s process for receiving new members in the church. But
what I would suggest is a change in our thinking about the order and emphasis of the
three B’s and how we communicate them to people coming to the church, many for the
first time.
First for me is Belonging. If we truly believe that everyone is a child of God and beloved of
God, we are called to welcome them and surround them with love and support and then
invite them to join us in following Jesus. Our post-pandemic world is a world of people who
have been isolated and alone, often struggling just to eat or feed their families. We have to
be particularly sensitive to the physical and emotional needs of those coming to the
church. One thing I have learned from meeting with our children and youth over Zoom
each week is that I need to check in first and see how they are doing before we move to
any kind of Bible story activity. In the re-opened church, that means temperature checks
with a smile and asking how people are doing while seating them physically distanced from
others.
Second for me is Behaving. And by this I don’t mean that those coming to the church be
on their best behavior. I mean that the church is engaging those who come in the
traditional Christian practices of our faith. Roberto likens this to a musician or an artist
learning their trade. They actually have to practice an instrument or paint a painting to

master their craft. In the Christian tradition, this means participating in worship, reading,
hearing, and retelling the Biblical story, praying alone and together with others, giving of
one’s means, and serving others through mission and outreach. According to Christian
Educator Dr. Craig Dykstra, “The practice of Christian faith is a lot more physical than we
usually recognize or let in. It is a body faith – an embodied faith – that involves gestures,
moves, going certain places (where people are hungry and thirsty, for example), and doing
certain things.” I remember reading a youth ministry article by Mark Yaconelli entitled
simply, “Less Talk, More Action.” Perhaps that applies to more than just youth ministry in
the church.
Third for me, then, is Believing. And not because I feel that it is any less important than
the others. Rather, I see the best way to engage in thoughtful reflection on Christian
beliefs as being through Christian practices. For example, we read scripture and then
discuss how the stories of the Bible inform our understanding of God and Jesus. We go on
a mission trip to feed hungry families and then gather to discuss issues of justice and
equality and how we understand the kingdom of God here on earth. According to Miroslav
Volf, “In most cases, Christian practices come first and Christian beliefs follow – or rather,
beliefs are already entailed in practices, so that their explicit espousing becomes a matter
of bringing to consciousness what is implicit in the engagement in practices themselves.”
In other words, engagement in practices helps us see how core beliefs are to be
understood and applied to living as Christians in this post-pandemic world.
Belonging, Behaving, Believing. As we get closer to re-opening the church and as we think
about how we might present the Christian faith as “a compelling vision of an integral way
of life that is worth living” here at First Pres, I invite you to consider how you would
organize the three B’s based on what they each mean to you. And then maybe even think
about where you can see yourself involved and engaged in each of these faith formation
processes. I’m excited about the possibilities. I hope that you are too.

FPCSM Game Night Fun!

The Congregational Life team hosted a super
fun Game Night last month via Zoom. Many
thanks from all of the participants to Amy
Wiwuga, Stacy Wilkins, and tech specialist
McKenzie Wilkins for organizing the event and
talking us through how to play Charades and
Pictionary online. Everyone had a great time!
It was a tight finish but the winners were Nikki
Cross, Tim Vance, Louise McLaurin, and Phyllis
Kai-Kee. The four winners got their pick of a
bottle of wine or a See’s Candies gift
certificate.
Louise graciously gave her wine to Tim; it was
happily accepted, as you can see in the photo
on the right.
We look forward to Game Night becoming a
First Pres tradition!

Louise McLaurin
Gracious in victory

Nikki Cross & Rev. Vance
Thankful for the gift from Louise

Phyllis Kai-Kee
Showing off her See’s candies

Hummingbirds and Hope
First Pres friend Linda Liles spotted the fluttering wings of a pair of hummingbirds as they
danced through the air on her second-floor apartment balcony one afternoon in March.
“They were mating,” Linda said with a chuckle.
Soon, she saw a little nest take shape in the crook of
an iron chandelier that hung above a glass-top table.
“The mother kept coming back and forth, building
that nest,” Linda said.
Before long, the miniature bed of moss, straw and
twigs cradled two tiny white eggs.
“I can’t believe what perfect nests they make,” she said.
The balcony, which overlooks a “jungle” of trees across the way, is one of her favorite
places, she said. “It’s very quiet.”
Linda kept her distance, however, not wanting to startle the mother-to-be.
Within a couple of weeks, two pairs of beaks stretched upward as momma flitted in and out
with nourishment for her orange-throated babies.
By Easter, the nest was empty. They had flown away.
Like many seniors who live alone, Linda has grappled with the emotional emptiness of
isolation during the pandemic. She has relied on her faith to get her through these lonely
days.
“I’ve been fortunate that I
have my religion,” she said.
“It’s helped keep me together.”
As did the sweet little
hummingbirds that made a
temporary home among the
potted plants and greenery of
her balcony.
“[They] were something for me
to watch over,” she said, “and
show me how hope works.”
The nest is still there. Maybe
momma hummingbird will
return one day.
n Pat Alston

God Knows
Hope Heals, a nonprofit conveyor of hope for those living with physical or
emotional pain, featured in its latest online issue of “Hope Notes” a poem by
songwriter Jason Dyba.
The journey we’ve been on this past year has forced us to take a closer look at
the complexities of life: the struggles and rewards, opportunities and regrets, fear
and grace. Through it all, I believe, God’s love never wavers. He feels our pain.
Here are a few stanzas from Jason’s poem, “The Shape They Are.” I hope his
words will touch your heart the way they touched mine – and bring you peace.
n Pat Alston

There is nowhere to go but God.
Nowhere we can go beyond His gaze.
He understands the place where we are,
The pressures of it all –
And He longs to meet with us
In the million shades of midnight.
For each regret, there is a perfect grace
Uniquely spoken
A comfort that will carry us to tomorrow.
We need not be anxious
For He knows our every sorrow.
He knows
They are the shape that they are.
From “The Shape They Are” by Jason Dyba. Atlanta, Georgia. Reprinted with permission.

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY
Wednesday Morning Gathering

Westside Food Bank

The Wednesday morning ladies are still
working on projects at home.

The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger
relief to the people of our
community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
https://wsfb.org
Or you can donate to the
Westside Food Bank through
First Pres. by check or online
http://fpcsantamonica.org

Hopefully we can meet in person later
this year.
We hope to see everyone at church
soon.

Flowers
Think back to 14 months ago.
Sunday. In the sanctuary.
Together.
We knew that day would come
again! And it’s almost here!

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to
be a follower of Jesus by reading and
discussing the book of Psalms.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the congregation
online, the first Friday of every month.
In honor of those spunky sisters who
played such a vital role in the history
of the church, we are the Vawters’
Daughters.
We are having virtual happy hour on
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the church office at
(310) 451-1303 or
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get connected.

It might look a little different
when we return to an in-person
service on June 20. But there will
be music, scripture and prayers
of thanks for God’s grace in
getting us through a very difficult
and challenging year.
Oh, yes, and there will be
flowers.

Online Giving

After more than a year, our
deacons are excited to resume
weekly deliveries of bouquets
from our beautiful chancel
flowers to members confined to
home or hospital due to illness,
injury or frailty.

Please know that your
donations are appreciated and if
you are able, the online giving
site is an efficient and easy way
to make your offerings. You can
use the QR code below or
access it through our website at
http://fpcsantamonica.org and
click Give Your Support.

If you’d like to reserve a date to
donate the flowers in memory or
honor of someone special, please
let Pat Alston know. You can
reach her by phone at 310-3905206, or by email:
pat@patalston.com. Or you can
call the church office at 310-4531303, Monday through Friday.
The cost of the weekly flowers is
$65.
Thank you for your support.

You can also contact Kathy at
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if
you have any questions or need
help making a contribution.
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Send newsworthy information
about church activities for
consideration in the Window
to info@fpcsantamonica.org.

Avelaine Thompson
Cory Bales
James DiGaetano
Gavin Dechaussé
Tyrone DuBose
Carl Forsander
Maliyah Farmer
Stephen Hall
Sarah Baum-Lopez
Antonio Hernandez
Karen Carrey
Judy Sommer
Dionicio Aguilar Martinez
Shelly Hyde-White
Gemma Rodriguez

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

14
14
16
17
17
18
18
20
20
20
22
24
29
30

Fred Armitage
Colton Thompson
Sophia Vance
Jeffery Wilkins
Hugo Wolff
Madison Forsander
Carole Riggs
Suni Allen
Thomas Chou
Richard Vincent
Melanie Wolff
Marlo McNeil
Eric Larson
Hahrin Chiang

