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Pastor’s Pen
HAPPY EASTER

If you’re reading this article before Easter morning be warned that this paragraph
contains a spoiler. If you’re reading this on or after Easter morning, Happy Easter!
Christ is risen! And we all say together, “He is risen indeed!” My apologies if I just
ruined the surprise. We’ve been traveling through dark and turbulent times in Lent,
but finally Easter brings good news. We’ve been traveling through dark and turbulent
times in this season of COVID, but as we arrive at Easter there is a growing sense of
hope.
Looking back over this last year, what have been the worst moments? Asking this
question is a Good Friday exercise, which allows us to be honest about the pain and
loss of this year. There’s no need to filter your thoughts, just consider what things
come to mind. Our faith story reminds us that we arrive at Easter Sunday by
traveling through Good Friday.
Now looking back over this year, what have been the best moments? This is our
Easter exercise, which can help us to pay attention to the good and new things we’ve
experienced. Again there’s no need to filter your thoughts, just consider what things
come to mind. Our faith story reminds us that “things falling apart” isn’t always the
last word. Who knows what kind of new and good things can begin to grow in us and
around us?
Now looking ahead into the rest of this year, what are your hopes and dreams? This
is an exercise in exploring the possibilities that Jesus’ resurrection opens up for us
here and now. What might resurrection mean for you, or for others or for our world?
This April let’s not just celebrate Easter for one day. Let’s consider how Jesus’
resurrection might touch each day, especially the worst ones. Grace + peace as we
now begin our journey into the season of Easter and all its possibilities.

Blessings,
Rev Tim

April 2021 Calendar
Thursday, April 1st
6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service, Online (see details and link below)
Friday, April 2nd
12:30 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service, Online
6:30 p.m. Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom
Sunday, April 4th
10:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship Service, Online
Monday, April 19th
6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online

WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES
Thursdays:
Sundays:

9:30 a.m.
10:00
11:00
11:00
12:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

Zoom Bible Study, Online
Worship Service, Online
Virtual Coffee Hour, Online
Children’s Faith Groups, Online
Youth Faith Group, Online

Holy Week
MAUNDY THURSDAY, GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER SUNDAY
The First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica invites us
to join them for their online Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 p.m.
Tune into their YouTube channel at: www.youtube.com/SantaMonicaUMC
Join us online this week for our Good Friday Service with
St. Paul's Lutheran Church at 12:00 p.m. (Noon) or 7:00 p.m.
We'll gather together again online to celebrate Easter Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Grace + Peace as we travel through Holy Week together.

Spiritual Growth Ministry April 2021
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities.
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
April 4 – Jesus Is Risen!
April 11 – Jesus’ Ascension
April 18 – Pentecost
April 25 – Living in Community

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP
Youth in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join Peter, Dana, Paula, and Laurel via Zoom at 12:00 p.m.
for Faith Group lessons and activities.

FRIDAY ZOOM PARTY
(last Friday of the Month)
Families with kids in grades 3 – 5 grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m. for
a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson. Be on the lookout for emails from Peter and
Dana regarding these Zoom events.

Solemates in the Spring!

Spiritual Growth
How Do I Explain Easter to My Children (or Grandchildren)?
A good starting point is to realize that Easter is bigger than any of us ever fully
understand so we do not have to know all the answers. No one ever does. Easter is
new life, an empty tomb, forgiveness, resurrection, and more. That is not something to
understand. It is a reality we have to grow into. The truth is that we understand different
aspects of Easter better at different times of our lives.
Adults respond enthusiastically to the Easter claim and promise of victory over death
because adults understand the finality of death and fear death. Children, however, have
a hard time grasping the reality, especially the finality, of death. Even after attending
Grandpa's funeral, a young child will often ask, at unexpected times, when Grandpa will
be visiting. This natural inability to grasp the finality of death is supported by fairy tale
princesses who awake after "sleeping" for years and cartoon characters who, flattened
by steamrollers, peel themselves off the road. Given all this, it's not surprising that
children can't get too excited by victory over death.
Many books and people try to get around this by focusing on new life, paying attention
to eggs, bulbs, and butterflies as new life symbols. While children are vaguely interested
in these symbols, "new life" strikes few of them (for whom all of life is "new") as
particularly significant or exciting.
Instead, for younger children, the empty tomb is the ultimate victory of the good guys
(God/Jesus) over the bad guys (Judas, the priests, Pilate, the soldiers). On Good Friday
the bad guys thought they had won. They killed Jesus and sealed his body into a guarded
tomb. On Easter morning God/Jesus blasted right out of that tomb and proved once and
for all that God is more powerful than even the worst evil the worst bad guys can inflict.
The natural response to such a victory is to yell "Hooray for God and Jesus!" and to
celebrate belonging to God who is the most powerful power there is in the universe!
To older elementary children, who are focused on friendships and have clear expectations
of "best friends," the most significant resurrection story is the story of Peter's breakfast
conversation with Jesus (see John 21:1-19). Peter had been Jesus' best friend. He had
promised to stick with Jesus no matter what. And he had been caught three times on the
same night pretending he did not even know Jesus. As a betrayed ''best friend," Jesus
would have been justified in ignoring or punishing Peter for his denials. But Jesus did
not. For Peter, the resurrection happened when Jesus forgave him, welcomed him back
as a friend, and put him to work building God's Kingdom. For older children, Easter holds
the promise that Jesus will forgive them and welcome them back when/if they betray
their friendship with him. Such Easter forgiveness is worth celebrating!
And remember the starting point - Easter is bigger than we can understand. We don't
have to know all the answers. We probably do most harm when we fail to talk with our
children about our Easter faith out of fear that we will not get it right.
From Sharing the Easter Faith with Children by Carolyn C. Brown. © 2005 by Abingdon Press.
Reproduced by permission.

Finance Team Updates
Annual Per Capita
The church has paid our annual per capita taxes to the denomination in the amount of $44
per member, which totals $8,140! If you would like to help to offset this amount by paying
your membership per capita, please add $44 per member to your pledge one time this year.
Thanks so much!!

Credit Card Contributions
Many thanks are in order for those of you who set up automatic monthly pledge donations by
credit card. These regular monthly donations have been a steady, reliable source of income
during this past year. Some of you have also included the credit card processing charges on
your donations. Our total fees this year have totaled $3,585, over and above the additional
donations for processing fees. If everyone just checked the little box to include processing
fees or use a debit card, we could save that amount each year!

DONATE to First Pres via AmazonSmile!
Your Amazon purchases can generate donations to First Pres!
Our church is listed as an eligible charitable organization in the AmazonSmile mobile app and on
the website. AmazonSmile has the same products, exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping as the Amazon that you know. The only difference is that AmazonSmile will
donate 0.5% of all eligible purchases to your designated charity when you shop on
AmazonSmile.
Please note that AmazonSmile is currently available to all Amazon customers using:
• the Amazon Shopping app on your cell phone
• the web browser on any device, such as your computer or tablet.
Here’s how you can generate contributions from Amazon to First Presbyterian Church of Santa Monica:
Cell Phone:
1. In the Amazon Shopping app Home screen, click on Menu or this symbol:
2. Look for Programs & Features.
3. Look for AmazonSmile. Click on AmazonSmile, follow the prompts.
Web Browser:
1. In your web browser go to smile.amazon.com (instead of amazon.com)
2. In Settings, click on AmazonSmile (or your AmazonSmile).
3. Go through a similar process as above to select First Presbyterian Church of Santa Monica.
4. Look for the special logo whenever your shop Amazon online!
If you need help, please contact the church office at 310.451.1303 or info@fpcsantamonica.org.
Thank you for taking the time to designate First Pres and to shop AmazonSmile!!

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY
Wednesday Morning Gathering

Westside Food Bank

The Wednesday morning ladies are still
working on projects at home.

The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger
relief to the people of our
community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
https://wsfb.org
Or you can donate to the
Westside Food Bank through
First Pres. by check or online
http://fpcsantamonica.org

Hopefully we can meet in person later
this year.
We hope to see everyone at church
soon.

Flowers

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to
be a follower of Jesus by reading and
discussing the book of Psalms.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the congregation
online, the first Friday of every month.
In honor of those spunky sisters who
played such a vital role in the history
of the church, we are the Vawters’
Daughters.
We are having virtual happy hour on
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the church office at
(310) 451-1303 or
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get connected.

Though April showers may
come your way
They bring the flowers that
bloom in May
So if it’s raining, have no
regrets
Because it isn’t raining rain,
you know, it’s raining violets
…
We have composer Louis Silvers
and lyricist Buddy DeSylva to
thank for those images of April
showers giving way to something
beautiful in May.
It was exactly 100 years ago that
Silvers and DeSylva wrote the
song immortalized on Broadway
by Al Jolson and later sung by
Judy Garland and so many
others. Was it the deadly
pandemic of 1918 or the millions
of lives lost during World War I
that inspired those hopeful lyrics?
It feels especially relevant today,
as we mourn all the losses of
COVID-19 and pray for the day
we can return to the sanctuary to
worship together.
Meanwhile, we can take comfort
in DeSylva’s words:
… And where you see clouds
upon the hills
You soon will see crowds of
daffodils
So keep on looking for a blue
bird. And list’ning for his song
Whenever April showers
come along.

Online Giving
Please know that your
donations are appreciated and if
you are able, the online giving
site is an efficient and easy way
to make your offerings. You can
use the QR code below or
access it through our website at
http://fpcsantamonica.org and
click Give Your Support.
You can also contact Kathy at
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if
you have any questions or need
help making a contribution.
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