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NOT WASTED TIME 

Worship Update, March 2021 
 
 

Obviously, we are all sick and tired of “The Virus that Shall Not Be Named.” The days, 
however, are getting longer, more and more people are receiving the vaccine and hope is 
on the horizon! Naturally many of you are asking, “When is in-person worship going to 
start again?” 
 
I’m with you, I miss you, I’m eager to still meet many of you and our leadership is eager 
to see you all face to face again. This has been a hard year for so many people and all of 
us have sacrificed a lot in order to keep everyone safe and be responsible, caring 
members of society. But since we are not yet out of the woods, our leadership wants to 
make sure that we see our commitment through. 
 
We are heading in the right direction, but COVID (and its different variants) are still very 
much a real and present danger. The last thing we want is to unnecessarily put anyone in 
harm’s way by opening up too soon. For those of you familiar with sports (football) 
analogies, we don’t want to fumble on the one-yard line. We are almost there, but as Dr. 
Fauci would say, “we still need to be vigilant.” 
 
For NOW we will remain online as we focus our resources and energy toward a 
meaningful online Easter celebration. Following Easter our COVID taskforce and session 
leaders will continue to evaluate safety levels and set out a tentative plan for our NEXT 
step toward offering adapted service outside in the courtyard of the church. The NEXT, 
NEXT step will then be an eventual return to the sanctuary for worship each Sunday. 
 
I realize that this isn’t the happy or clear update that we all want, but even though we 
are still apart this is not lost time. As I noted in our annual report, God’s Spirit is still at 
work in obvious and not so obvious ways. Through our online worship each week we are 
connected to God and one another, but behind the scenes there is so much more. There 
are, of course, all the Zoom meetings (coffee hour, kids’ game night, kids’ lessons, Bible 
study, memorial services, special events, planning, and more). Our Mission Team is 
working with community partners to address the growing demand for food and other 
basic needs. We’re continuing to maintain and update our campus, while two pre-schools 
are safely meeting onsite. Our Deacons are calling and connecting with as many 
members as possible. We remain committed to Jesus’ liberation and healing movement 
not just in our own personal lives, but also in society related to issues of justice and 
equality. We’re figuring out ways to partner with other churches and faith communities 
and then there are all the ways that each of you are reflecting God’s care and presence. 
Again, this is NOT wasted time. 
 
Thank you for your patience and faithful presence through all of this. I am optimistic that 
we will be able to safely be together in the not-too-distant future. But until then, please 
let us know if you are feeling disconnected or have a particular need. We realize that 
what we are doing isn’t meeting every need, but our staff and leaders are eager to listen 
and help in any way we can. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev Tim 

  



March 2021 Calendar 

A Psalm by Carole Riggs 
February 25, 2021 

 
 
 

Friday, March 5th 
  6:30 p.m.   Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
 
Monday, March 22nd 

6:15 p.m.   Finance Team Meeting, Online 
7:15 p.m.   Session Meeting, Online 
 
 
Sunday, March 28th 
10:00 a.m.  Palm Sunday Worship Service, Online 
 
 

 
 
 
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES  
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Zoom Bible Study, Online 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Online 
  11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour, Online 
  11:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, Online 
  12:00 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Online 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hear, O LORD, 
     my psalm, 
You whom I desire 
     to worship. 
 
Take away my enemies, 
     my distractions, 
And let my mind 
     be only on You. 
 
For You made the earth 
     and all that is in it. 
 
Thank you, 
     for Your glorious work 
     and for letting me live in it. 
  



Spiritual Growth Ministry March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at 
11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities. 
 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 
 
    March    7 – Jesus in the Temple 
    March  14 – A Woman Anoints Jesus 
    March  21 – Last Supper 
    March  28 – Jesus’ Arrest and Death 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Laurel via Zoom at 12:00 p.m. for 
Faith Group lessons and activities. 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY ZOOM PARTY 
(last Friday of the Month) 

 
 

Families with kids in grades 3 – 5 grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m. for 
a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson. Be on the lookout for emails from Peter and 
Dana regarding these Zoom events. 

  



 
The Daily Replay: 

A Way To Pray During Lent 
From an article by Brad M. Griffin of the Fuller Youth Institute 

 
In the church, Lent is a season of six weeks leading up to Easter when we make time and space 
to widen our understanding of sacrifice, have honest conversations with God, and notice more 
of what God is doing in and around us. The Daily Replay is based on the Ignatian Prayer of 
Examen. The Examen is a helpful tool from our faith tradition that roots mindfulness in prayer. 
 
Sometime near the end of your day, find a place where you can spend a few moments in quiet, 
reflective thought. Maybe light a candle or two to provide a focal point. Then, walk through 
these five steps. 
 

1. Become aware of God’s presence. 
 

Take a moment to breathe, relax, and invite God to be present with you. Focus on your 
breathing. Slowly take three seconds to breathe in through your nose, making sure to fill your 
belly with air . . . and then take three seconds to slowly breathe out through your mouth. 
Pause, then breathe in again. Repeat that a few times. As you continue to breathe deep and 
slow, acknowledge God’s presence with each breath.  
 

(Pause a few moments) 
 

2. Review the day with gratitude. 
 

Look back through your day as if you were watching scenes from a movie. What happened?  
What were you like? What were others doing around you?  
What were the good things that happened today? What can you give thanks for? 
 

(Pause a few moments) 
 

3. Pay attention to your emotions. 
 

Ask yourself about how you felt at different points during the day. 
What moments throughout your day have been difficult or tense? 
When did you feel happy, excited, or at peace? 
 

(Pause a few moments) 
 

4. Forgive, and ask for forgiveness. 
 

Who are you angry or frustrated at? 
Are there things you can forgive and let go in order to have peace? 
What would you like to be forgiven for? 
 

(Pause a few moments) 
 

5. Look toward tomorrow. 
 

How might tomorrow be different? 
What would you like to ask God to help with? 
 

(Take some time to silently wrap up your conversation with God, and then open your eyes, take 
a breath, and return to your typical routine.) 
 
It is often helpful to talk about what you experienced during meditation and prayer, especially if 
you are trying it for the first time. You may love it … or hate it. You may sense God’s presence 
… or nothing. If you feel comfortable, share your experience with a family member or a friend. 
It can take practice to get comfortable with contemplative prayer like this. Consider trying it out 
during this season of Lent. And may God bless you in your efforts. 

  

Spiritual Growth 



 
 
 

 
 
 

It starts with a soft ball of yarn or two in a rainbow of colors: soft pink, pale green, sunflower 
yellow, baby blue. Then come the knitting needles or crochet hook and the nimble fingers to loop 
each string of yarn into neat rows or chains. Over and over again.  
 
Before they know it, the “blanket ladies” have completed another 
bed covering for someone in need. 
 
The women, led by First Pres member Connie Fairbanks, is a 
loosely knit (pardon the pun) group of Santa Monica women who 
donate their blankets to local nonprofits.   
 
Connie crochets – an art form she taught herself in her teens with 
an eye on filling her hope chest.  
 
“Mother was a master knitter,” she said in a recent telephone call, 
“but I didn’t knit.” 
 
Connie also crocheted hats and scarves for the charitable causes 
close to her mother’s heart. 
 
In recent years, Connie has donated crocheted or needlepoint 
items, such as ultra-soft baby blankets and both whimsical and sacred holiday décor to the First 
Pres Christmas boutique. Proceeds from the annual sale support the ongoing needs of the church.  
  
Three years ago, Connie asked Judy Sommer of the First Pres Wednesday Morning Ladies’ group 
for some of the extra yarn they used to make prayer shawls for ill congregants and neighbors.  
 
“Donated yarn from our [church] basement got us started,” Connie said. 
Connie and her husband, Joe, who by this time had moved into Brookdale Gardens, a Santa Monica 
retirement home, was on a mission to turn the donated yarn into objects of warmth and love for 
those in the Santa Monica community at large.  
 
“The yarns and the labor were donated, and we wanted them to go to people who needed them,” 
Connie said of herself and a few other of her fellow retirement home residents who enjoy the craft 
arts. 
 
When the group ran low on yarn, Joe would ferry a couple of Connie’s friends to First United 
Methodist Church on 11th Street to pick up more donations. Ashley Shire, Brookdale’s program 
director, also provided yarn. That first year, they completed three blankets. Today, the count is up 
to 11. 
 
The group, which includes First Pres member Margaret Miller, knits or crochets 12-inch squares, 
which Connie pieces together into twin-size blankets. 
 
They have found a friend in fellow deacon Kent Lewis, who has delivered some of the blankets to 
Sojourn, whose services for adult and child victims of domestic violence include an emergency 
shelter. The blanket brigade also has donated its creations to the nonprofit Children’s Lifesaving 
Foundation. 
 
“I’m so proud to be in a group ready to help others,” said Connie, former longtime First Pres 
deacon team leader. “The blankets are made with love.” 

 

The Blanket Project 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Wednesday Morning Gathering  
 
Another big THANK YOU to everyone 
who helped and shopped at our virtual 
bazaar. 
 
We’ve made another $50 since the last 
Window. So we have made and 
donated $628.75 to the church. 
Hope to see everyone soon!! 
 
 

 
 
 
Bible Study  
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus by reading and 
discussing the book of Psalms. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
Join the women of the congregation 
online, the first Friday of every month. 
In honor of those spunky sisters who 
played such a vital role in the history 
of the church, we are the Vawters’ 
Daughters.  
We are having virtual happy hour on 
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the church office at  
(310)451-1303 or 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 
 

 

 
 
Flowers 
 
A year.  That’s how long it’s been 
since we’ve gathered together on 
Sunday morning for an in-person 
service. Can you believe it? 
We were blessed, right from the 
start of the COVID-19 lockdown, 
with an online worship service, 
complete with glorious music, a 
thought-provoking message and 
prayer. But we’ve been missing a 
critical element of the worship 
experience: the in-person 
gathering of the First Pres family. 
Oh, yes, and flowers.    
The deacons have always 
delivered the chancel flowers to 
our Friends at Home after 
Sunday worship services – 
thanks to the generosity of 
donors who have contributed to 
the weekly arrangements. Alas, 
the pandemic has made that 
impossible. Instead, the deacons 
have sent paper greetings to 
those at home, in convalescent 
facilities or hospitals. 
We can’t wait until the day we 
can visit, once again, these dear 
people – face-to-face, bouquets 
of chancel flowers in hand. 
As soon as we’re able to project a 
date for safely reopening our 
sanctuary doors, we’ll let you 
know so you can reserve the 
Sunday of your choice for flower 
dedications.  
Meanwhile, thank you for your 
support of our deacon ministry. 
May God’s grace be a continued 
blessing in your life. 

Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger 
relief to the people of our 
community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
https://wsfb.org 
Or you can donate to the 
Westside Food Bank through 
First Pres. by check or online 
http://fpcsantamonica.org 
 
 

 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your 
donations are appreciated and if 
you are able, the online giving 
site is an efficient and easy way 
to make your offerings. You can 
use the QR code below or 
access it through our website at 
http://fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if 
you have any questions or need 
help making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

March Birthdays 
March 1     Isabella Wilson 
March 1     Sue Hall 
March 2     Matt Deuel 
March 3     Kathy Stickel 
March 5     Carolyn Nuban 
March 6     Hennessy Hunter 
March 9     Stacy Wilkins 
March 11   Colin Hou 
March 11   James Watt 
March 11   Mark Yung 
March 13   Jack Hyde-White 
March 16   J.D. Harber 
March 18   Luke Tarsitano 
March 18   Geraldine Webb 
March 18   Manfredo Grellert 
March 20   Carole Horowitz 
March 21   Garrick Hyde-White 
March 23   Kent Lewis 
March 29   Pat Alston 
March 29   Catherine Hou 
March 30   Patrick Chiang 
March 31   Nikki Cross-Patrick 
 


