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Advent 2020 
 
 

Every year we light candles in the hope that God’s healing light will shine into the darkness. More 
and more candles, more and more light. These next four weeks of Advent are intended to be an 
intentional time of waiting and preparation for the birth of Jesus and the reminder that God is with 
us. This year, however, doesn’t it seem like the waiting started all the way back in March? We’ve 
been waiting for a vaccine. Waiting to safely gather together. Waiting for good news. Perhaps more 
than ever, we need Advent to help us reflect upon and learn from this long season of hurting and 
hoping.  
 
I am not ashamed, therefore, to say that we put up our Christmas tree a whole week before 
Thanksgiving this year. And I don’t think we’re the only ones who started early. We need this season 
to point us toward God’s hope, peace, joy and love. But what do these look like in the middle of a 
pandemic, ongoing racial injustice, and all kinds of other experiences of loss? 
 
Christmas reminds us that the presence of God is birthed into our world in the same way each of us 
entered the world, through the joy and pain of a mother. Whatever hope, peace, joy or love looks 
like, it must be both of God and of this world (not one or the other).  God-with-us hope, therefore, 
isn’t all up to God or all up to us. Hope, like the birth of Jesus, is both courage and vulnerability. 
 
In the same way, God-with-us peace at Christmas doesn’t come pretending that everything is always 
fine. Instead, God’s comfort and healing are born into a world of poverty, violence and inequality. 
True peace, therefore, as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. says, “is not merely the absence of tension; it is 
the presence of justice.” Peace, like the birth of Jesus, heals, comforts and turns our world upside 
down. 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord has… (sound of vinyl record coming to a screeching stop).  Thank you 
2020 for ruining everything! Everything? Perhaps more than any other year we can see just how 
intertwined joy and sorrow can be. For example, because of COVID I can honestly say, “on the one 
hand our family is stuck at home together, but on the other hand, our family is stuck at home 
together.” Can you hear different tones? It’s hard and it’s wonderful. Joy and celebration, like the 
birth of Jesus, comes in the midst sorrow and loss. 
 
Finally, all you need is…  Sorry Paul or was it John who wrote that song? Yes, love is the greatest, 
but it’s not always easy. Love, like the birth of Jesus, is embodied. We feel it and express it with our 
emotions, expressions, bodies, words, songs and actions. The baby born in a manger will point us 
toward a radical love that is attentive to one another, stands in solidarity with the outsider, 
welcomes the refugee, fights against injustice, and even cares for our enemies. As Rev. Anna Blaedel 
writes, “This love is fierce and tender.” 
 
God-with-us hope, peace, joy and love are real world, here and now, forms of hope, peace, joy and 
love. Perfect for all of us who have bodies and live in this physical world. 
 
 
Blessings 
Rev. Tim Vance  

 
 
 
  



December 2020 and January 2021 Calendar 
 

 
 
 

Friday, December 4th 
6:30 p.m.  Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
 

 
 
 
Friday, January 8th 
6:30 p.m.  Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom 
 
Monday, January 18th 
6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online 
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online 
 
 

 
 
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES  
 
 
Thursdays:   9:30 a.m.  Zoom Bible Study 
 
 
Sundays:  10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Online 
  11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour, Online 
  11:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, Online 
  12:30 p.m. Youth Faith Group, Online 

 
 
 
 

HEALING GENEROSITY 
 
We are so thankful to all of you who have been a part of life here at First Pres this year and over the years. 
As we all know, our world is desperately in need of God’s caring and healing presence. This has obviously 
been a difficult year, but we are grateful for all the ways that God’s attention, care and generosity have 
been at work in and through each of you. 
 
As we’ve been saying throughout our giving campaign, we want our presence, participation and giving to 
be inspired by what God is doing among us.  So, as we look to the coming year and beyond, please join us 
in praying and dreaming about how we might be a part of God’s healing work in the world. If financial 
giving is a part of that we invite you to fill out a pledge card (if you haven’t done so already) to help us 
plan and prepare. You might also want to consider making a one-time, year-end gift to the church. These 
special one-time financial gifts support our general fund, which enables everything we do and allows us to 
be faithful and innovative in these changing times. 
 
And, of course, there are so many other ways to be caring and generous. Moving forward we’re excited to 
see how God will continue to be at work here in Santa Monica, and around the world. Thank you again for 
your presence and participation. 
 
If you need a convenient way to make regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift before the 
end of the year, we encourage you to consider our electronic giving options. As the pace of life speeds up, 
especially around the holidays, you may find electronic giving a convenient way to make contributions. Visit 
fpcsantamonica.org and click GIVE YOUR SUPPORT or contact the church office for more information. 
  



Spiritual Growth Ministry  

December 2020 and January 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 
 

Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at 
11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities. 
 
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 
 
Dec   6 – Zechariah and Elizabeth   Jan   3 – Jesus Is Baptized 
Dec  13 – Mary Shares Her Joy   Jan 10 – Follow Me 
Dec  20 – Jesus is Born    Jan 17 – Jesus Begins His Ministry 
Dec  27 – Magi Come to Worship   Jan 24 – Five Friends 
       Jan 31 – Parable of the Sower 
 
 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP 
 
 

Youth in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Laurel via Zoom at 12:30 p.m. for Faith 
Group lessons and activities. 
 
 
 

FRIDAY ZOOM PARTY 
(last Friday of the Month) 

 
 

Families with kids in 3rd – 5th grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m. for a time 
of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson. Be on the lookout for emails from Peter and Dana 
regarding these Zoom events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 

Make the Most of the 12 Days of Christmas 
By Traci Smith, a PC (USA) pastor and author of three books on faith and family 

 
 
I’ll never understand why poinsettias are 50% off in the store on Dec. 26. Why have we decided that 
their red and green glory is only half as valuable on that day as the day before? I’ve long had a soft 
spot for these poinsettias, throwing them in the cart after Christmas Day and rescuing them from 
church dumpsters. I keep them around as long as I can. The same is true of the Christmas lights, the 
tree, and all of the decorations. Christmas isn’t over on Dec. 26.  
 
In the Christian liturgical calendar, Christmas is celebrated from Dec. 25 until Jan. 6, the day of 
Epiphany. The days in between are what we call the 12 days of Christmas. For many Presbyterians, 
though, the only connection we have to the 12 days of Christmas is the song about all of the things 
“my true love gave to me,” including the drummers drumming, the pipers piping, the golden rings 
and, of course, the partridge in a pear tree. “The Twelve Days of Christmas” song has a long and 
complicated history, with some historians citing that each “gift” represents some aspect of the 
Christian faith. Many, though, think the song was designed as a sort of game for singers to test 
memory and recall. It’s a fun song, to be sure, but what if the 12 days of Christmas meant much 
more than a song? What if we could allow these days of Christmas to be holy time to celebrate after 
the rest of society has decided to pack it up, discount it and move on to something else?  
 
As a pastor and a parent, I’ve come to relish the 12 days of Christmas. Teaching my children that 
there are 12 days of Christmas allows me precious time to create and build family traditions after the 
hustle and bustle of Christmas Day. The busiest season of the church year is over, and now we have 
time and space to continue to celebrate Christ’s birth as a family — not late, but right on time. It’s 
during the 12 days of Christmas that we drive around and look at the lights, enjoy the nativity scene 
and sit around in our pajamas drinking hot chocolate.  
 
If you’ve never had a “12 days of Christmas” practice before, I encourage you to give it a try this 
year. Consider Christmas Day to be the beginning of your celebration. Spend time not cleaning up 
and moving on, but lingering for a while in the holiness of Christ’s birth.  
 
One of the things we do as a family is to hold back some of the gifts and give them to each other on 
the days between Dec. 25 and Jan. 6. Nobody has been given a turtledove or a French hen yet, but 
my children have been delighted to unwrap boxes of chocolate and Matchbox cars on those days. I 
daresay they’ve appreciated them more than they might have if they had been thrown under the 
tree with all the rest on Christmas morning.  
 
Little trinkets sprinkled throughout the 12 days of Christmas are reminders that each gift we give is 
precious. Most precious, of course, are the nonmaterial gifts we share during these days — time to 
enjoy God’s blessing of family and friendship, and the Advent gifts of hope, peace, joy and love. 
Making Christmas a season will give yourself and your family the gift of time and reflection. You 
might even find a poinsettia or two, discarded by others, to bring Christmas joy into your home.  
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to Solemates this 
year or held us in your prayers. We purchased 22 pairs of 
shoes for about 12 different families who were all so very 
grateful. During this secluded time, a new pair of shoes is a 
special treat and message of care that lifts the spirit.  
 
"These are the beautiful boots that you provided to this child. 
She was so excited to have them. I just wanted to share this 
with you. Thanks for making this child happy" --Rosie (One 
Voice) 
 
Actually, these purple Uggs with a bow on the back made 
several of us very happy. Hopefully next year we will be able 
to gather together but instead of that lunch party we bought 
an extra pair of shoes, which is a good thing too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Annual Christmas Bazaar is on, Virtually 
 

2020 might have stopped us from gathering in-person to worship on Sundays, but it did not stop 
our fabulous women of the Wednesday Morning Gathering from creating beautiful items at home. 
 
A digital catalog has been sent out in the weekly emails and the Bazaar will run through 
December 13 and all proceeds will go directly to the church. 

 
 

 

Solemates Update 
 

Christmas Bazaar 
 



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Wednesday Morning Gathering  
 
We are happy that we are able to 
continue our tradition of having a 
Christmas Bazaar. Please see the 
digital catalog and contact the church 
to make arrangements to purchase 
any items you would like. 
 
 

 
 
 
Bible Study 
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus by reading and 
discussing the book of Acts. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 
 
Vawters’ Daughters 
 
Join the women of the congregation 
online, the first Friday of every month. 
In honor of those spunky sisters who 
played such a vital role in the history 
of the church, we are the Vawters’ 
Daughters.  
We are having virtual happy hour on 
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get connected. 

 
 
Flowers 
 
It’s December! Time for the First 
Pres tradition of “decking the 
halls” of the church with 
poinsettias ablaze in ruby red or 
soft cream – thanks to kind-
hearted members and friends 
who have graciously dedicated 
the distinctive Christmas plants 
in honor, or memory, of loved 
ones.  
 
Our deacons have always 
delivered nature’s abundant good 
cheer to our Friends at Home 
soon after the Christmas Eve 
service. Alas, not this year of 
COVID-19. Instead, the deacons 
are sending their very best 
wishes for the holidays via 
telephone calls, greeting cards 
and notes to those confined to 
home, convalescent facilities and 
hospitals. 
 
We can’t wait until the day we 
can visit, once again, these dear 
people – face-to-face, bouquets 
of chancel flowers in hand. 
 
As soon as we know when our 
sanctuary doors will reopen, we’ll 
let you know so you can reserve 
the dates of your choice for 
flower dedications.  
 
Meanwhile, thank you for your 
support of our deacon ministry. 
May God’s grace be a continued 
blessing to you. 
 
Merry Christmas! 

 
 
Westside Food Bank 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger relief 
to the people of our community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
WestsideFoodBankCovidFund 
Or you can donate to the 
Westside Food Bank through First 
Pres. by check or online 
FPCsantamonicaGiving. 
 
 
Online Giving 
 
Please know that your donations 
are appreciated and if you are 
able, the online giving site is an 
efficient and easy way to make 
your offerings. You can use the 
QR code below or access it 
through our website at 
fpcsantamonica.org and 
click Give Your Support.  
 
You can also contact Kathy at 
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if 
you have any questions or need 
help making a contribution. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Concerts at First Pres 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

December and January Birthdays 

 December 3    Tate Smith   January 2     Sebastian Hunter 
 December 4    Alexa Hall   January 3     Parker Whiteman 
 December 5    Peter Earhart   January 3     Riley Whiteman
 December 8    Wiley Scheflen  January 7     Margarito Lopez-Machuca
 December 8    Beaux Thompson  January 7     Natalie Peterson 
 December 10  Maurice Roberson  January 8     Lily FitzGerald 
 December 11  Gannon Earhart  January 8     William FitzGerald 
 December 12  Ellen Ireland   January 9     Ken Hall 
 December 13  Mike Coulter   January 12   Mei Lisa Thompson 
 December 15  Dax Watt   January 13   Clara Chun 
 December 16  Irene Hedges   January 15   Hyowook Chiang 
 December 24  Steven Pesce   January 19   Josie Regalbuto 
 December 25  Carole Briggs   January 23   Cindy Jenkins 
 December 28  Nick Hedges   January 24   Tanya MacLeod 
 December 28  Martha White   January 24   Reza Torab 
 December 29  Meg Balian   January 26   Katherine Ireland 
 December 29  Jennie Braun   January 27   Ryan Aboussena 
 December 30  Micah Levin   January 28   Kevin Nee 
 December 31  Jesse Lu   January 30   Alex Hyde-White 
       January 31   Heather Hamilton 
       January 31   Jacqueline Martin 
 


