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CAN GRATITUDE EXIST IN 2020?

“There comes a time in the process of recovery when we find ourselves seeing life in an entirely
different way. Along with the pain, we sense with increased clarity that life is fundamentally a good
gift from God. This is the experience of gratitude. Gratitude is a kind of participation in and response
to God’s grace . . . When gratitude breaks through, we are able to stop our frantic efforts to earn our
way through life.” (from Rooted in God’s Love: Meditations on Biblical Texts for People in Recovery
by Dale & Juanita Ryan).
One year ago, this weekend, I flew half-way around the world to preach here at First Pres for the
first time. For a number of reasons, I felt like this first sermon needed to be perfect. Most of that
pressure was coming from within, but then again, there was also “The Vote.” After two years of the
PNC looking for a new pastor, this was your big chance to vote me in or out. Well, for us at least, my
family and I were thrilled and more than thankful for your gracious vote of approval. And then 2020
happened . . .
So obviously this has not been the year that any of us imagined it would be. We’ve spent most of the
year doing church online, which means that I haven’t had the chance to get to know many of as well
as I had hoped. And at home all three of our kids are doing school by Zoom and calling out, “How do
you spell this or that? Where is my math folder? When is school over? I’m hungry!” And yet as we
approach this Thanksgiving, I am genuinely more grateful than I was a year ago.
First of all, on this side of things, the pressure if off just a bit, because you’ve already figured out by
now that I’m not a perfect pastor. And I hear that our church might not be entirely perfect either.
Imagine that. What I see, however, is a bunch of imperfect people, trusting in the grace of God as
we try to face the reality of 2020 with as much faith, hope and love as we can. And even when our
faith, hope and love run out (as will happen), there is still so much grace and generosity to fill the
gap.
Of course, we would rather be together, but you have adjusted and adapted out of love for one
another and our wider community. When faced with the painful reality of racial injustice all around
us, you took a hard look at yourselves, stood in solidarity with the Black community, and vowed to
be different and a part of the change. In a divisive election year, you’ve wrestled with how to remain
open to those who think, believe and/or vote differently. You’ve remained committed to loving your
neighbor and caring for those in need. In small and large ways, you’ve been faithful. Thank you! And
to our staff, elders and deacons who didn’t sign up for all of this, but have responded with so much
wisdom, courage and care, I am humbled and in awe. Thank you, thank you, thank you.
So, as it turns out, the goodness of God is not (and never has been) chained to perfection. Instead
what I see here is a beautiful grace that isn’t forced, and it isn’t a demand. It’s free and it has the
power to set us free.
“Sometimes we try to force gratitude on ourselves. Sometimes other people try to force it on us. But
it cannot be coerced. It will not come from pretending. It will not come from telling ourselves that
some people are worse off than we are. But it does come. And when it comes, it breaks through our
pain and surprises us with joy” (from Rooted in God’s Love).
Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise God’s holy name (Psalm 103:1)
Grace + Peace,
Rev. Tim Vance

November 2020 Calendar
Tuesday, Nov 3rd
8:00 p.m.
Election Night Communion, Online
Friday, Nov 6th
6:30 p.m.
Vawters’ Daughters, Online
Sunday, Nov 8th
11:00 a.m.
Annual Congregational Election Meeting,
Online
Monday, Nov 16th
6:15 p.m.
Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m.
Session Meeting, Online
Friday, Nov 27th
6:00 p.m.
Children’s Night with Ms. Dana,

Online

WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES
Thursdays:

9:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m.

Zoom Bible Study
Zoom Children’s Time with Mr. Peter

Sundays:

10:00
11:00
11:00
12:30

Worship Service, Online
Virtual Coffee Hour, Online
Children’s Faith Groups, Online
Youth Faith Group, Online

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

Christmas Bazaar
The Annual Christmas Bazar is on, virtually!
2020 might have stopped us from gathering in-person to worship on Sundays, but it has not
stopped our fabulous women from the Wednesday Morning Gathering from continuing to create
beautiful items at home.
In mid- November, we will email out a catalog of the items that we will have for sale.
You will be able to call or email the church to let us know which items you would like to purchase
and we will arrange delivery or pickup.
The Bazaar will run from November 29 through December 13.

Spiritual Growth
Children’s Ministry Relocation Project
So much has changed as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic. Some of that change has been difficult
and challenging, like children having to do school from home. But some change has provided
opportunities to make things better. I want to share with you one such opportunity here at First Pres.
For more than 20 years, First Pres has rented second floor space to BABYGROUP, an organization led
by Donna Holloran that provides hands-on child development classes for parents of infants and
toddlers. Earlier this year, Donna informed us that she would not be returning to our church building
after the church reopened. We were, of course, saddened by her decision given our long history
together, but also understanding of the circumstances leading to her decision.
In light of Donna’s decision not to return to our building, the Spiritual Growth Ministry Team
requested permission from the Session to relocate our Children’s Ministry classrooms from the
Christian Education/Nursery School building to the second floor of the main church building. The
session approved our request and we have been working all Summer and Fall to prepare the new
space. This is an exciting project because it means that we will have more space for our Children’s
Ministry activities and they will be located in the same building as all our other church activities. We
are anxious to begin using our “upgraded” Children’s Ministry space when we return to “in-person”
church. But until then, here are some pictures of the new classrooms.

Spiritual Growth Ministry
November 2020
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities.
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
Nov 1 – Crossing the Red Sea
Nov 8 – In the Wilderness

Nov 15 – On Mount Sinai
Nov 22 – Crossing into the Promised Land
Nov 29 – A Different Kind of Kingdom

SUNDAY YOUTH FAITH GROUP
Youth in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Laurel via Zoom at 12:30 p.m. for Faith
Group lessons and activities.

THURSDAY ZOOM CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
3:30 p.m. to record the Children’s Time message for our Sunday worship video.

FRIDAY ZOOM PARTY
(last Friday of the Month)
Families with kids in 3rd – 5th grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m., on the
last Friday of the month, for a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson.

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY
Wednesday Morning Gathering

Flowers

We are still not meeting on
Wednesdays, and unfortunately it does
not look like we will have a bazaar this
year. But we are actively working on
projects and looking forward to having
lots of items to sell when we are able
to get together.

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to
be a follower of Jesus by reading and
discussing the book of Acts.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

Giving
As we approach our season of giving,
please remember to pray for your
church and the ways we are can all
worship and serve together, even
while we are apart. You will soon
receive our stewardship mailing with
giving opportunities for 2021. We
thank you for your faithfulness and
generosity through this year of
uncertainty.

In 1863, President Abraham
Lincoln declared the last
Thursday of November a National
Day of Thanksgiving in
celebration of the blessings of the
past year.
It may be hard to count our
blessings in a year like 2020,
with illness, loneliness and the
fear of the unknown hovering all
around us. It’s been nearly eight
months since we’ve been able to
worship together in our beautiful
sanctuary. And it’s likely First
Pres families will celebrate
Thanksgiving a little differently
this year. There may be Zoom
greetings rather than hugs, a
quiet dinner for two rather than a
feast for 12 or more.
But you know what? There’s still
so much to be grateful for,
including the kindhearted First
Pres friends and members who,
through the years, have
graciously kept the chancel vase
filled with flowers each Sunday,
to be delivered by the deacons to
our Friends at Home. We can’t
wait until the day we can visit,
once again, these dear people –
face-to-face, bouquets in hand.
This month, we want to thank
Robert Bracken and Rick George,
who long ago reserved flower
dates in November to honor or
remember special people in their
lives. As soon as we know when
our sanctuary doors will reopen,
we’ll contact you for your choice
of new dates.
Meanwhile, thank you for your
support of our deacon ministry.
May God’s grace be a continued
blessing to you.

Westside Food Bank
The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger
relief to the people of our
community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
WestsideFoodBankCovidFund
Or you can donate to the
Westside Food Bank through
First Pres. by check or online
FPCsantamonicaGiving.

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the
congregation online, the first
Friday of every month. In honor
of those spunky sisters who
played such a vital role in the
history of the church, we are
the Vawters’ Daughters.
We are having virtual happy
hour on Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get
connected.

November Birthdays

November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November

1
1
4
5
6
14
15
15
18

PUBLISHER:
First Presbyterian Church of
Santa Monica
1220 Second Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
SUBMISSIONS:
Send newsworthy information
about church activities for
consideration in the Window
to info@fpcsantamonica.org.

Ralph Barton
Jayson Warsuma
Christopher Rhee
Alex Sebastian
Fran George
Elisa Rose
Kevin Berkemeier
Joe Micallef
Merritt Levin

November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November

19
19
21
22
29
30
30
30
30

Sheila Forsander
Tayt Scheflen
Robert Bracken
Dakota Lee
Sasha Yansen
Catherine Chun
Madeline Luteman
Matt Peterson
Richard Williamson

