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ELECTION NIGHT COMMUNION

November 3, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. (virtual)

Are you aware that there is an election coming up this November? November 3rd to be exact. Of course,
you’ve heard about it. In fact, you might be hearing about so much that you are actively trying to stop
hearing, thinking and talking about it. I get it so bear with me for a moment.
First, voting is one important and practical way for us to “seek the peace and welfare of the city, state and
nation in which we live.” (paraphrase of Jeremiah 29:7a). Contrary to popular belief among many protestant
churches, our faith can and should inform our politics. Why? Because leadership and policies have a real
impact on real people and this real world. And God loves his created world and all of us who live in it.
Now to be clear neither Democrats, Republicans nor any other political party have a corner on Jesus. For
one, it feels like our political ideologies are making it hard for us (myself included) to love our neighbor as
ourselves (especially if that neighbor, family member, friend, etc… happens to vote differently). And
honestly our party loyalties tend to border on idolatry, which is generally a negative thing in pretty much
every mono-theistic religion. Considering these dangers, why would we want to take the risk of letting our
faith hang out with our politics? Well again, because leadership and policies impact real people and our real
world and both really matter to God. Plus, let’s be honest, we’re connecting the two together whether we
realize it or not, so we might as well be thoughtful and intentional about it.
So, where do we start? One of the most scandalous parts of Jesus’ liberation movement was the type of
people with whom Jesus ate meals. Rich, poor, powerful, oppressed, saint, sinner, insider and outsider were
all welcome at the table with Jesus. The only exclusion came in the form of self-exclusion by anyone who
didn’t want to sit at the same table with “that person” or “those people.” With this in mind, are we willing to
come to the table with Jesus if that means sitting with someone who votes differently?
Now if we stopped here, we might be led to believe that the primary purpose of Christianity is to be nice.
This is probably why churches often say that “church isn’t the place for politics,” because we know that
talking politics makes it hard for us to be nice. But Jesus wasn’t arrested and killed because he was nice.
He was killed because his message of grace, love and liberation was a threat to the way things were. This is
perhaps why the people who refused to eat with Jesus tended to be people in positions of religious, political
and/or social power and privilege. You know, people like me.
So, yes, the communion table is a place of unconditional welcome, but it’s also a place where Jesus’ meal of
self-giving love challenges us and changes our world. It’s at this table where the place of honor is given to
those who have been rejected and ignored. It’s at this table where a rich and powerful person like
Zacchaeus is set free to live a life of justice and care for the poor, who he had previously oppressed. It’s at
this table where the broken bread and wine poured out serves as an indictment against all of our unjust and
violent actions, policies and ways of ordering the world. And it’s at this table where we serve one another
food and drink that can nourish, refresh and bring healing.
So how might communion re-orient us and guide us in this election year? I don’t know what God’s Spirit
might be saying to you, but this open table is inviting me to see and treat others with an equality and
dignity that is sometimes lacking in my thoughts and conversations about politics. Secondly, and more
importantly, the bread and the wine are inviting me to center those who are broken and poured out. What if
in voting I stopped centering myself and first thought about how this vote might impact the poor, the
powerless and the ignored? Will I see leadership, propositions and measures differently?
Voting is important because leadership and policies will have a real impact on real people. But when the
voting stations close on November 3 at 8:00PM (PST) let’s gather back together around the table (virtually).
Let’s center ourselves on Jesus and one another. Let’s allow God’s Spirit to strengthen us and nourish us for
the life-long journey of “doing justice, loving mercy and walking humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8). Let’s
take a deep breath and rest in the love and grace of the God who, no matter who wins, is always with us.

Grace + Peace,
Rev. Tim Vance

October 2020 Calendar
Friday, Oct 2nd
6:30 p.m.
Vawters’ Daughters, Online
Monday, Oct 19th
6:15 p.m.
Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m.
Session Meeting, Online
Friday, Oct 30th
6:00 p.m.
Children’s Harvest Party with Ms. Dana,
Online
Sunday, Oct 25th
11:00 a.m.
Congregational Meeting, Online
Tuesday, Nov 3rd
8:00 p.m.
Election Night Communion, Online
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES
Wednesdays:

3:30 p.m.

Zoom Church Mice Faith Group

Thursdays:

9:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m.

Zoom Bible Study
Zoom Children’s Time with Mr. Peter

Sundays:

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship Service, Online
Virtual Coffee Hour, Online
Children’s Faith Groups, Online

Solemates
Hooray! Solemates will continue this year. In partnership with One Voice, First Pres will provide
shoes to children in need. If you are able to contribute to this worthy cause led by our Mission Team,
you can donate directly to the church identifying Solemates or you can send a check to the church
office. In this COVID time we will have to do things a bit differently. The children will request the
shoes they want from Zappos.com and we will order them, have them sent to us, then we will get
them to One Voice who will make sure the kids get the shoes. Your name will be included in the box
of shoes as the donor and the shoes tend to cost from $45 - $100 per pair. Any amount you can
donate will be appreciated.

Spiritual Growth Ministry
October 2020
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities.
Church Mice (Pre-K – Kinder) - Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)- Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
Oct 4 – Joseph and His Family Reconcile
Oct 11 – Courageous Women in Egypt

Oct 18 – Moses, God’s Chosen Leader
Oct 25 – Moses Confronts Pharaoh

WEDNESDAY ZOOM CHURCH MICE FAITH GROUP
Families with kids in preschool are invited to join Peter, Paula, and Dana for a time of connecting,
sharing, and learning, featuring Kidmo’s Lil’ K. This month’s theme is “Shout Hooray to God”.

THURSDAY ZOOM CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
3:30 p.m. to record the Children’s Time message for our Sunday worship video.

FRIDAY ZOOM HARVEST PARTY
(last Friday of the Month)
Families with kids in 3rd – 5th grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m., on the
last Friday of the month, for a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson.

Spiritual Growth

What Pandemic Loss Means for Kids
BY SARAH FLANNERY

One morning in February, as I sat in a peaceful house plunking away at my laptop, my husband walked
into the doorway of my room and said, “Babe, this coronavirus thing is going to be a big deal.” I was so not
here for that conversation. No part of me opted into considering that my life would be significantly affected
by a virus that felt so far away. He persisted, “If the schools aren’t shut down in the next few weeks, we
should consider taking our kids out ourselves.” Um, that was a hard pass for me. I said, “Wow, okay,” but
inwardly I thought he was out of his mind.
Since that day, I have morphed into a different person. Bit by bit, that virus crept closer to my life, and I
became the person who stays home, does grocery pickup, hardly runs errands, and conducts meetings
from my computer.
And cancels my son’s birthday party.
And declines playdate invitations.
And ushers my kids indoors when neighbor kids emerge to play.
And, the most crushing blow, withdraws from family vacation.
There are two really heartbreaking aspects to these choices I am making. For one, my kids have missed
out on innumerable fun, memorable, playful activities. And two, I am setting myself in a parent category
marked by caution, or as I am told by some friends and family, fear.

Missing Out On Fun
Our kids are missing out on fun and even normalcy in little ways every day. Chances are, gathering in the
kinds of ways we did in 2019 will not become safe again anytime soon. So how do we mitigate this loss for
our kids?
Acknowledge the loss. It can be easy for us to downplay our kids’ feelings, especially since they seem to
have so many of them all the time! Giving appropriate space to our kids’ feelings can exhaust us, but they
need us to respect and receive their grief. When kids overreact to little, seemingly-unrelated things, or ask
whining questions about COVID-19 and quarantine, or suggest fun activities that we don’t believe are in
their best interest, we need to name the sadness and loss underlying all those signals.
“This is really hard, huh?”
“Do you miss being able to do that stuff?”
“The way you’re feeling is totally normal. It is okay to be sad, angry, and frustrated right now.”
“ Let’s make a plan to do something that is fun and safe, okay?”
Give kids options. Come up with a variety of fun options that you are comfortable with—this will be a
different list for each household! Some things our family has thought up are:
Eating outdoors at a restaurant
Talking with friends on a video call while playing Roblox together
Backyard playdates with friends
Going on walks
Getting a new pet
Watching a TV series or movie marathon together
Whatever options for fun you come up with, let the kids choose from the list. Giving them some sense of
control is a wonderful gift to them in this season of swirling, nebulous danger and loss.
Tend to kids’ spiritual care. With the obliteration of routine and social engagements, it has been too
easy for my family to just wander aimlessly through each day. Without the weekly spiritual education
provided by in-person children’s ministry, my kids are not participating in worship, prayer, and biblical
education the way we were before. This is the time to pray more as a family. This is the time to read
Scripture together, do a devotional together, and talk openly about how God is with us through this
pandemic. If possible, find ways to serve others as a spiritual discipline.
Just like recovery groups have told us for years, the first step is to admit we have a problem. Well, friends,
being in quarantine is a real problem! Talking to our kids about it and allowing those conversations to
move into a plan of action is one way to shepherd our kids’ hearts through this difficult season.
(Continued on next page)

Understanding One Another
I imagine that some of you reading this consider me ridiculously cautious, while others of you may relate to
the limitations my family has adopted. Either way, I appreciate your sticking with me so far! There’s one
phenomenon I haven’t written about elsewhere, but I think it’s helpful (for me, at least) to name.
It is this: whether you follow safety guidelines strictly or are living life with more of the normalcy we all
need, the most painful aspect of those choices is the feeling of being misunderstood and judged. I
frequently feel that others think I’m taking this virus way too seriously, that others think I’m crazy or put
me in a various category that is not of my own choosing. I also find that because I abide by strict safety
measures, those who don’t, fear judgment from me. If a friend tells me about their week and mentions a
playdate or running an errand, I’ve seen stricken looks of fear as they wonder what my reaction will be.
That is an awful feeling for me, and for them too, I would think.
It is essential that in our churches and ministry environments, we always consider safety first. But a close
second to safety considerations is the reassurance, expressed frequently and clearly, that we respect one
another’s needs. If a family needs to maintain a strict quarantine, or get a COVID-19 test for peace of
mind, or wear a mask, or wash their hands after each contact, we respect that need and honor them for
caring for themselves. If a family needs to send their kids to daycare or join with other households for
social purposes or run errands inside a store or go on a vacation, then we respect that family’s needs as
well. And respect only counts when it is expressed! Silent respect can easily be interpreted as judgment.
Aside from actual concerns about someone’s safety, it is in the best interest of our kids, ourselves, and our
communities to trust that others are doing what they believe is best for their households. Friends, be free
to care for yourself and your family in the way you believe is right, and encourage others to do the same.
2020 has elevated all sorts of insecurities, trauma, and painful experiences that live beneath the surface,
and if that’s true for you it is likely true for others as well - including the children. Let’s be sure to name
our losses, make the most of the fun that is still available to us, and nurture the hearts and souls of our
children along the way.
Sarah Flannery is the author of the Children and Family Ministry Handbook. She currently serves as
Assistant Pastor at First United Methodist Church in Lexington, KY, where she leads in children's ministry,
supervises other ministry teams, and provides pastoral care to church members.

We received this note to the church from
4th grader Diane Kim in response to a
birthday card that we sent to her. Diane
and her family attended First Pres
regularly until the Coronavirus pandemic
forced them to return to Korea.

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY
Wednesday Morning Gathering

Flowers

We are still not meeting on
Wednesdays, and unfortunately it does
not look like we will have a bazaar this
year. But we are actively working on
projects and looking forward to having
lots of items to sell when we are able
to get together.

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to
be a follower of Jesus by reading and
discussing the book of Acts.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

Autumn has arrived and with it
the excitement of approaching
holidays, starting with our church
family’s Fall Harvest Festival.

As we approach our season of giving,
please remember to pray for your
church and the ways we are can all
worship and serve together, even
while we are apart. You will soon
receive a statement of your giving for
2020 as well as a mailing about our
finances, missions and giving
opportunities for 2021. We thank you
for your faithfulness and generosity
through this year of uncertainty.

The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger
relief to the people of our
community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
WestsideFoodBankCovidFund
Or you can donate to the
Westside Food Bank through
First Pres. by check or online
FPCsantamonicaGiving.

This would be the time of year
when the chancel vase is filled
every Sunday with sunflowers
and chrysanthemums, ready to
brighten the living spaces of dear
First Pres friends unable to
attend services in person.
It’s been nearly seven months,
however, since any of us has
been able to worship in the
sanctuary – and seven long
months since our deacons have
been able to deliver bouquets of
the colorful flowers to First Pres
friends confined to home or
hospital.

Giving

Westside Food Bank

We’re waiting for the day when
we can once again visit with
these special friends – face to
face. Meanwhile, we want to
thank First Pres members like
Lawrence Rhee who long ago
reserved dates in 2020 to
dedicate the chancel flowers in
honor or memory of someone
special.
As soon as we know when our
sanctuary doors will reopen, we’ll
contact you for your choice of
new dates.
Meanwhile, thank you for your
support of our deacon ministry.
May God’s grace be a continued
blessing to you.

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the
congregation online, the first
Friday of every month. In honor
of those spunky sisters who
played such a vital role in the
history of the church, we are
the Vawters’ Daughters.
We are having virtual happy
hour on Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get
connected.

October Birthdays

October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October

PUBLISHER:
First Presbyterian Church of
Santa Monica
1220 Second Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
SUBMISSIONS:
Send newsworthy information
about church activities for
consideration in the Window
to info@fpcsantamonica.org.

1
2
3
5
5
6
8
8
9
10
10
10
14
14

Kinley Bales
Yueying Wang
Josie Benham
Louise McLaurin
Jim Williams
Elle Hall
Lauren Hall
Greyson Mallen
Donny Watt
Julie Dechaussé
Sam Horowitz
Natalia Yung
Matthew Dunlap
Jennifer McNeil

October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October

14
16
16
17
17
19
21
23
24
24
27
28
28
31

Maija Vance
Bill Ireland
Sandy Micallef
Hamilton Lu
Grey Thompson
Amy Boersma
Rhys Scheflen
Bevin Earhart
Tessa Hsei-Schumacher
Janet Landon
Elizabeth Edstrom
Joe Fairbanks
Carey Larson
Karen Register

