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Predicting the Future, Living in the Present 
COVID-19 update from Pastor Tim Vance 

 
 
 

At the beginning of the summer I announced that we were aiming to have some type of adapted 
in-person worship service at the church in October. Unfortunately, as those words were coming 
out of my mouth, COVID-19 cases in LA County were spiking. We are now here at the beginning 
of September; things aren't improving enough, and it looks more and more likely that a safe 
return to group gatherings exists somewhere further in the future. As we’ve been monitoring 
safety concerns and risk levels there is a growing sense among our church leaders that we are 
now looking beyond this year, into 2021. But keep in mind that our predicting the future track 
record is not great. 
 
This is obviously disappointing. I’m discouraged too and really miss seeing you all in-person. Now 
I will get to the “but God is with us…” part in a bit, but let’s not move on too quickly. To various 
degrees we are living through a season of compounding loss. If it’s not big things, there are a lot 
of little things that are changing in our lives. And we might be finding that we are no longer able 
to process or cope with life’s challenges in the same ways. And as we are trying to adapt and push 
through, it might still be hard to pay attention to just how deeply this pandemic is impacting our 
physical, mental, spiritual and relational health. 
 
So how are you doing? Are you finding it easier or harder to slow down a bit and pay attention to 
your needs and/or the needs of those around you? One spiritual practice that might help is the 
examen, which is a simple way of paying attention to our on-going life-giving or life-draining 
experiences. This can be done personally or with others. At the dinner table our family asks each 
person to share one positive (best) moment and one negative (worst) moment from our day. Even 
though this won’t help us predict the future, it is helping us to pay attention to life in the here and 
now. 
 
As we pay attention, please let us know if there is anything we can do to help? Can we pray for 
you? Do you have anything you’d like to share or discuss confidentially with me or another church 
leader whom you trust? If you have the support you need, let us know what has been life-giving 
for you in this season. Sharing our stories might help all of us discover ways that God is breathing 
life into us during this season. I personally would welcome more opportunities to have a 
conversation with each of you, especially those of you whom I haven’t yet met. For support, to 
share a story, or schedule a time to talk email us at info@fpcsantamonica.org or leave a message 
at 310.451.1303. 
 
In the meantime, we hope that our online worship services continue to offer nourishment and 
connection. If you want to see others and talk, join us for our Zoom coffee hour or a kids Zoom 
faith group at 11AM on Sundays. And if you’re free on Thursday mornings at 9:30AM we have a 
great group of people studying the book of Acts together on Zoom. Even though we are apart we 
are not alone. We remain the church, a community connected to one another by friendship, 
shared experiences, a calling to embody love, and ultimately God’s presence here with each of us. 
See, I told you we’d get to that part. 
 
On top of all this let’s be good citizens: Stay safe, wear a mask in public, eat healthy, ask your 
doctor about a flu shot, register to vote, etc… We miss each of you and are looking forward to 
seeing what God will continue to do in each of our lives and in our community even as we wait to 
see each other again face to face. 
 
Grace + Peace,	
Rev. Tim Vance  
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Friday, Sept 4th 
  6:30 p.m.  Vawters’ Daughters, Online 
 
 
Monday, Sept 21st 
  6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online 
  7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online  
 
 
Friday, Sept 25th 
  6:00 p.m.  Children’s Quarantine and Chat with Ms. Dana, Online 
 
 
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES 
 
 
Thursdays:  9:30 a.m.  Zoom Bible Study 
 3:30 p.m. Zoom Children’s Time with Mr. Peter 
 
 
Sundays: 10:00 a.m. Worship Service, Online 
 11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour, Online 
 11:00 a.m. Children’s Faith Groups, Online 
 

 

 
Please follow us on online: 

 
First Pres Website - fpcsantamonica.org   Facebook - fpcsantamonica  
 
YouTube - First Pres Santa Monica    Instagram - fpcsantamonica  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Sivalon passed away on August 7 at age 88. 
She joined the First Presbyterian Church of Santa 
Monica in 1960, where she sang in the choir, served 
as a deacon, usher and was a longtime weekly 
volunteer in the treasurer’s office. Most members 
would remember Mary standing at the far right door 
to the sanctuary every Sunday morning and to 
those who knew her well, she was a good friend. 
Tracy Riley wrote saying that when they moved to 
Atlanta a few years ago, one of the things they 
missed most was Mary’s hug every Sunday morning 
before church. There was a small graveside service 
for Mary at Holy Cross Cemetery in Culver City. 

  

In Memoriam 



Spiritual Growth Ministry  

September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS 
 

Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at 
11:00 a.m. for Faith Group lessons and activities. 
 
        Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade) 
Church Mice (Preschool – Kindergarten)   Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades) 
Sept   6 – Isaac, the Promised Child   Sept   6 – Isaac, the Promised Child 
Sept 13 – Jacob and Esau, Feuding Brothers  Sept 13 – Jacob and Esau, Feuding Brothers 
Sept 20 – Joseph, the Favored Child   Sept 20 – Joseph, the Favored Child 
Sept 27 – Joseph’s Rise to Power    Sept 27 – Joseph’s Rise to Power 

 
 
 
 

THURSDAY ZOOM CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at 
3:30 p.m. to record the Children’s Time message for our Sunday worship video.  
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY ZOOM QUARANTINE AND CHAT 
(last Friday of the Month) 

 
Families with kids in 3rd – 5th grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m., on the 
last Friday of the month, for a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

Helping Children Honor Diversity 
BY SELENA CUNNINGHAM - JULY 30, 2020 

 
 

Diversity is a topic that is on a lot of people’s minds these days. Let me first say that the purpose of this article 
is not to single-handedly solve racism, but to explore a small part of what creates a person who appreciates all 
the variety that God created. Many people feel that children do not see color or difference. This is possible in 
some cases, though not likely. It is evident in the way that children reflect themselves and others in the artwork 
they create that they do note differences in appearances, including skin tone. 
  
My eleven-year-old niece recently used an app to make emojis of each member of our family. We are an African 
American family with a wide range of skin tones. The first thing I noticed was that she gave every family 
member a skin tone that closely reflected their real-life complexion. (Though everyone was sporting a summer 
tan!) I was not the same shade as my niece. My niece was not the same shade as my mom, and my mom’s 
emoji even had her freckles! Our face shapes and hairstyles were different. You could even tell that we were 
different ages. These cartoon images she created were adorable reflections of the detailed differences she saw 
even in the people she is closest to, so of course she must observe them in others she encounters as well. 
  

Early Childhood 
  
From earliest childhood, one of the ways that children explore and learn about the world is by comparing and 
contrasting the qualities of everything and everyone that they encounter. We learn shapes and colors in early 
education for this very purpose. We also learn to use our senses to describe everything from our favorite flavor 
of ice cream to our favorite stuffed animal. So it is natural that we also learn to process people by noting all of 
their unique qualities as well. 
  
My sister shared a story of how when my youngest nephew was about three, her family was walking in a mall, 
and they saw a life-sized poster of an adult male model who bore a striking resemblance to my nephew. The 
adult model shared many qualities with the three-year-old. Both were African American, fair-skinned, with a 
clean-cut hairstyle, and had similar face shapes. When my nephew saw the poster, he exclaimed, “Mommy, it’s 
me!” (It was a very humorous moment for the family.) Clearly, he looked at this poster and made a comparison 
to himself. Though the image in the poster was different in that the man in it was “grownup,” my young nephew 
could still “see himself” in image in the poster. 
  
This recognition implies an awareness of physical features, and yes, most likely skin tone, even at a very early 
age. It stands to reason that if a child of three can note similarity to self, he or she can also note difference to 
self. But why then, people ask, do children not seem to hold the same biases as adults? 
  
Though socialization definitely plays a role, I think part of the difference in the way that children experience 
diversity from the way that adults experience it is based on what difference represents for a child. For an adult, 
difference is sometimes translated as difficulty or something to overcome. For young children, every difference 
encountered is an opportunity to learn. This is probably because they are curious and also in the process of 
learning so much. Yet, somewhere between childhood and adulthood, that ability to appreciate all the tiny 
details that make difference special can sometimes become dulled, and worse, distorted into views that grow 
into behaviors and beliefs such as bullying, bias, or racism. 
  

As They Grow Older 
  
So how do we help children keep that ability to see, appreciate, and embrace difference that we have from our 
earliest days? As children grow up, it is important to keep the topic of diversity open. Help them hold onto their 
appreciation of difference. Ways to do this include the following. 
  

• Let children know that God created and loves all people and that we are called to love as God loves. 
• Remind children that all people were created in God’s image. 
• Remind children that God created each person to be different for a reason because God’s creation needed 

variety. 
• Talk with children about diversity. 

 

Discussing Diversity with Children 
  
Let children know that it’s OK to see difference, and encourage them to see difference as something to be 
recognized and celebrated rather than ignored. At the same time, encourage them to find common ground with 
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people from whom they are different. Most importantly, let children know that it’s OK to discuss diversity in kind 
and considerate ways, and be willing and open to conversing with your children about diversity. Remember that 
it’s OK not to have all of the answers to their questions and to say so. In those cases, make seeking answers 
and learning something that you do together. In this way, you not only lead by example but also ensure that 
children seek answers from appropriate sources. 
  

Other Ways to Help 
  

• Encourage children to learn about people who are different from them racially, ethnically, or culturally, 
and facilitate that learning. 

• Participate in events that celebrate and educate about diversity and history. 
• Make sure children are exposed to diversity in what they read, watch, and play with. 

  

Helpful Children’s Books 
  

• Who Is My Neighbor?, by Amy-Jill Levine & Sandy Eisenberg Sasso 
• A Rainbow of Friends, by P. K. Hallinan 
• Whoever You Are, by Mem Fox 
• Same Difference, by Calida Garcia Rawles 
• Same, Same But Different, by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw 
• God’s Dream, by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Douglas Carlton Abrams 

  

Bible Connections 
  
The Bible is a good starting point for helping children understand that diversity is good and something that 
comes from God. Share stories that may be helpful to them. Here are some examples. 
  

God Creates People: Genesis 1:26–2:4 
  
After God created the earth and sky, God created living things, including plants and animals of all different sorts. 
However, God wasn’t done creating living things on earth. God also created people, both male and female. Note 
that God created more than one type of human being because God saw that God’s world needed more than one 
type of person to thrive. The Bible tells us that God created people “in God’s own image” (Genesis 1:27). This 
means that two types of people, who were different from each other, came from God and were both like God. 
The Scripture goes on to say that God gave the people he created the tasks of caring for the earth and creating 
a family. At the end of this day of creating, the Scripture says that God saw God’s creation as “supremely good.” 
We are all a part of that first family that God created, which means that all of us are supremely good in God’s 
eyes. 
  

Babel: Genesis 11:1-9 
  
This is the story of the origins of languages and cultures. After the Great Flood, all of the people who lived on 
earth spoke the same language and were very close to one another. Because they were so close, they wanted to 
stay together and sought to build a name for themselves. They began working together to build a city and a 
tower that would reach into the sky. The LORD came down and saw what the people were doing, and decided to 
mix up their languages and disperse them all over the earth. This might seem like a strange thing for God to do, 
but God’s creation is an ongoing work. God showed a love for diversity when God created so many different 
plants and animals. In this story, God continues to create and show love for diversity. 
  
God wanted to teach the people to learn to love and work with people who were not exactly like them. Speaking 
different languages and being dispersed caused them to become culturally different. This ultimately sets the 
stage for all of the people coming back together in the future at Pentecost, despite their differences in language 
and culture. At Pentecost, they would be united through the Holy Spirit, rather than through language, a city, or 
a tower. 
  

Takeaway 
  
The Bible shows us that God created and values diversity. As God’s people, we are called to follow God and 
value and nurture diversity as well. At the same time, God wants us to find common ground and connection 
through loving one another as God loves us. Reassure your children that all people are created, loved, and 
valued by God and that we are called to love and value one another as well. 
  



FIRST PRES COMMUNITY 
 

 

Wednesday Morning Gathering  
 
 
Although we are not meeting on 
Wednesdays, we are still working on 
items for another bazaar. 
Please stay safe and continue to knit, 
crochet, or do whatever craft you 
enjoy in the safety of your home. We 
look forward to getting together again; 
once we are able. 
 
 

 
 
 
Bible Study  
 
 
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a 
season of exploring what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus by reading and 
discussing the book of Acts. 
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays here. 
Please contact the church office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org or 
310.415.1303, for information on how 
you can join. 
 

Flowers 
 
 

 
 
 
Can you believe it? Fall is almost 
here. It’s been nearly six months 
since we gathered together on a 
Sunday morning to worship and 
praise God for his grace and 
many blessings. 
 
It’s also been that long since our 
deacons have been able to 
deliver bouquets of our beautiful 
chancel flowers to First Pres 
friends confined to home or 
hospital. 
 
We’re waiting for the day when 
we can visit these special friends 
in person – and not just at arm’s 
length, smiles masked.  
 
We want to thank those donors 
who long ago reserved chancel 
flowers for Sunday services in 
September: Sue and Ken Hall, 
and Steve Pesce. 
 
As soon as we know when our 
First Pres doors will reopen, we’ll 
contact you for your choice of 
new dates.  
 
Meanwhile, many blessings to all 
of you. And a special blessing to 
the Halls, who are celebrating 
their 45th wedding anniversary 
the first Sunday of this month.  
 

Westside Food Bank 
 
 
The Westside Food Bank 
provides immediate hunger 
relief to the people of our 
community.  
Please consider making a 
donation to the WFB COVID-19 
Emergency Food Fund here: 
WestsideFoodBankCovidFund 
Or you can donate to the 
Westside Food Bank through 
First Pres. by check or online 
FPCsantamonicaGiving. 
 
 

 
 
 
Vawters’ Daughters  
 
 
Join the women of the 
congregation online, the first 
Friday of every month. In honor 
of those spunky sisters who 
played such a vital role in the 
history of the church, we are 
the Vawters’ Daughters.  
We are having virtual happy 
hour on Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,  
contact the office at 
info@fpcsantamonica.org for 
information on how to get 
connected. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerts at First Pres 

PUBLISHER: 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Santa Monica 
 
1220 Second Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Send newsworthy information 
about church activities for 
consideration in the Window 
to info@fpcsantamonica.org. 

September Birthdays 

September 4     Andrea Morgan   September 17   Laura Adams 
September 5     Victoria Schriver-Luteman  September 17   Fito Peña 
September 6     Phyllis Kai-Kee   September 18   Tamara Tarsitano 
September 6     Vivienne Monn   September 19   Lance Rhee 
September 7     Dominique Yansen   September 23   Barbara Jones 
September 8     Michael Peterson   September 23   Presley Whiteman 
September 9     Alec Rose    September 24   Chien-Wei Lu 
September 11   Elizabeth Ireland   September 27   Jennifer Karimi 
September 11   Joe Woods    September 27   Henry Hedges 
September 13   Betty Cashin   September 28   Caroline Hou 
September 14   Lucky Harber   September 28   Mateo Monn 
September 15    Louise Pesce   September 29   Easton Smith 
September 15   Chris Sterparn   September 30   Lora Nee 
September 16   Maryam Torab    
 


