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Pastor’s Pen
Black Lives Matter
Our church session (elected leadership team) voted unanimously last month to create a
new church banner as a small gesture of support for the ongoing Black Lives Matter
movement.
It’s a simple statement really. Three words: Black Lives Matter. And if you put a hashtag
at the beginning and remove the spaces between each word you get the American Dialect
Society’s 2014 Word of the Year. Just one word! At its most basic level the meaning is
clear: Every Black person is infinitely valuable. As human beings and as Christians this
shouldn’t be hard to affirm. The biblical story begins with the affirmation that all humans
are created in God’s image (Genesis 1:28). If we indeed believe that all people are
infinitely valuable, then we shouldn’t be hesitant about saying that Black Lives Matter.
#BlackLivesMatter started trending on social media in 2013 after Treyvon Martin’s
murderer was acquitted. It continued to evolve into a protest movement against police
brutality following the death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo. And now after the killing of
George Floyd we are seeing the Black Lives Matter movement expanding nationally and
globally. Now we are talking not just about a statement, but a movement that in many
ways is a part of the ongoing Civil Rights movement reaching back to Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and even further back to the Abolitionists movements against slavery.
Looking back at our long human history of injustice and the movements for liberation and
equality, I like to think (perhaps unrealistically) that I would have been on the right side.
I’m realizing that I’ve already missed too many chances in my life to be on the right side,
but this moment is offering us yet another chance to do the right thing in this long fight for
justice.
Movements eventually require structures and organizing in order to help turn a vision into
concrete realities. As Christians and specifically as a Presbyterian Church (who value doing
things decently and in order) this should not surprise us nor concern us. The movement,
therefore, now includes a structured organization known as the Black Lives Matter
Foundation, Inc. Establishing a vision, defining beliefs and advocating for specific action is
the hard-messy, but necessary work of fighting for real change. The question no doubt will
arise then, “is a Black Lives Matter banner support for the statement, the movement and
the organization?”
This is where I want to take a short detour.
As a movement and as an organization (Black Lives Matter Foundation, Inc.) centers the
Black experience, Black leadership and All Black lives. At blacklivesmatter.com they state,
“We are unapologetically Black in our positioning. In affirming that Black Lives Matter, we
need not qualify our position. To love and desire freedom and justice for ourselves is a
prerequisite for wanting the same for others… We work vigorously for freedom and justice
for Black people and, by extension, all people.” Can you hear any echoes of the biblical
story?

As God’s beautiful vision for creation and all of humanity begins to unravel into increasing
violence and destruction in the book of Genesis, God focuses her attention on a particular
people. A people, we should note, who more often than not are living under the weight of
slavery, violence and injustice. But the call of Abraham and his family exists within God’s
larger vision of a particular people experiencing blessing SO THAT God’s goodness might
expand outward to all people of the earth (Genesis 12).
So today, we are already seeing that the Black Lives Matter movement is having a wider
ripple effect. For example, our language awareness is expanding to emphasize terms like
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color), which acknowledges the common
experiences and struggles of diverse non-white communities. Greater pressure is now
being placed upon American sports teams (i.e. Washington Redskins, Cleveland Indians) to
finally change their offensive names and logos. More people and faith communities are
becoming engaged with issues of economic inequality that plagues millions in this country
from all backgrounds, ethnicities and beliefs. And personally, the critique of my own
privilege and the racism that is a part of me is like a diagnosis of cancer that is opening
the way for my own healing. Something bigger seems to be happening all around us.
Ok, so back to the question, “Is a Black Lives Matter banner a sign of support for the
statement, the movement and the organization?” The short answer is, “YES.” Wait! So
does that mean that we agree with everything happening in the movement and
organization? Well, honestly, I can’t even say that I fully agree with everything I say and
do. But perhaps this is missing the larger point. We are standing with the Black community
in this movement because there are no pre-conditions to the commandment to “love one
another.” There are no pre-requisites of belief or behavior for a person created in the
image of God to have the right to breathe, the right to live, the right to be treated with
dignity, justice and equality. Secondly, as a white pastor of a majority white church, we’ve
been in positions of power and privilege for a long time in this country and yet this racial
violence and inequality persists. Perhaps it’s time for us to stop trying to control the
narrative and how this should all play out and defer instead to the language and leadership
of the Black community as they carry us forward.
As always, I hope this is part of an ongoing discussion rather than the final word. But
having said all this, a banner, is clearly not enough. Let’s join together in praying: Jesus
what are you doing and still needing to do in us, through us and around us for your justice
to roll down like water and equality like a might stream? Amen.

Blessings
Tim

July and August 2020 Calendar
Monday, July 20th
6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online

Friday, August 7th
6:30 p.m.
Vawters’ Daughters, Online via Zoom

WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES (Thru August 7)
Tuesdays:

3:00 p.m.

Virtual VBS for Faith Discoverers/Explorers

Wednesdays: 3:30 p.m.

Virtual VBS for Church Mice

Thursdays:

9:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m.

Zoom Bible Study
Zoom Children’s Time with Mr. Peter

Fridays:

6:00 p.m.

Zoom Explorers with Ms. Dana

Sundays:

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship Service, Online
Virtual Coffee Hour, Online via Zoom

Please follow us on online:
First Pres Website - fpcsantamonica.org

Facebook - fpcsantamonica

YouTube - First Pres Santa Monica

Instagram - fpcsantamonica

Thank you to First Pres Family

Fran George would like to thank all of her friends at First Pres for
their cards, phone calls and well wishes during the time she was
in the hospital and in rehab.
“It meant so much to her and me, too,” said daughter Jennifer.
Fran is now recuperating at home in Santa Monica.

Spiritual Growth Ministry
July and August 2020
SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade will receive weekly Bible lessons with activity
pages by email.
Church Mice (Preschool – Kindergarten)
July 5 – Daniel and the lions
July 12 – Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego
July 19 – Matthew the tax collector
July 26 – Peter

Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)
Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
July 5 – Mary and Martha
July 12 – Zacchaeus responds
July 19 – Nicodemus visits Jesus
July 26 – Philip and the Ethiopian official

TUESDAY Virtual VBS for FAITH DISCOVERERS & EXPLORERS
Families with kids in 1st – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
3 p.m. for our Virtual VBS featuring Cokesbury’s Knights of North Castle program.
July 7 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Truth!
July 14 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Justice!
July 21 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Peace!
July 28 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Faith!
Aug 4 - Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Salvation!
WEDNESDAY Virtual VBS for CHURCH MICE
Families with kids in preschool and kindergarten are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula
via Zoom at 3:30 p.m. for our Virtual VBS featuring Cokesbury’s Knights of North Castle
program.
July 8 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Truth!
July 15 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Justice!
July 22 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Peace!
July 29 – Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Faith!
Aug 5 - Knights of North Castle VBS: Armour Up with Salvation!
THURSDAY ZOOM CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via
Zoom at 3:30 p.m. to record the Children’s Time message for our Sunday worship video.
FRIDAY ZOOM QUARANTINE AND CHAT
Families with kids in 3rd – 5th grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m.
for a time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson.

Spiritual Growth
Teenagers and technology:
Answers to your pandemic questions
Kara Powell, Tyler Greenway, PhD., Fuller Youth Institute

As we navigate this unprecedented-but-becoming-more-familiar COVID-19 season, the
Fuller Youth Institute has fielded a host of questions about technology from parents,
stepparents, grandparents, and guardians. Here are the answers to our top four
questions.
Is it OK for families to loosen up on screen time rules during this season of
social distancing?
A few months into the pandemic, our answer is still Yes.
From pediatricians to psychologists, experts agree the pandemic is increasing stress
within families. They also agree that tightly limiting screen time doesn’t need to be
another source of stress, guilt, or conflict.
Instead, experts advise making technology decisions that relieve stress, even if that
means loosening your pre-quarantine restrictions. When parents are juggling work and
childcare, and all family members are facing an unknown future, stress may decrease as
screen time increases.
This isn’t to say screen time should be limitless. Balance screen time with time outdoors
and with family. For younger teens in particular, we still recommend setting upper limits
on how late they can be on tech at night, and keeping phones and other devices out of
bedrooms overnight.
If not screen time, what should parents be monitoring?
Looking at the research, we believe the top answer can be described in one
word: content.
More important than the quantity of time is the quality of the shows. Keep enforcing the
content rules you had in place before COVID-19 based on the standards you hold for your
family viewing. With streaming and video game services reporting increased web traffic
since the pandemic, pay attention to any parental instincts that nudge you to ask a few
more questions and do a bit more investigation. Now that your teen’s time watching
shows has increased, so should your monitoring.
We couldn’t find any clear data comparing online pornography usage before and during
the quarantine, but we’d be shocked if it hasn’t increased. If you haven’t talked with
teenagers recently about what to do when (not if, but when) they accidentally or
intentionally encounter nudity online or in social media, now’s the time.

I’ve heard social media can increase kids’ anxiety. Is that true?
It depends on the teenager, which means parents need to pay close attention to their
own kid.
Teenagers themselves express mixed opinions about whether social media has a positive
or negative effect on their generation. About three-in-ten (31%) say the effect on
teenagers is mostly positive, 24% say it’s mostly negative, and 45% say it’s neither
positive nor negative.
Forty percent of the young people who highlight social media’s positive effects think it
helps them stay connected with friends and family. On the flipside, those young people
who believe social media has negative effects are most likely to emphasize how it can be
used for bullying and the spreading of rumors.
Every few weeks during quarantine, try to have a one-on-one talk with each of your kids,
looking them in the eye and asking, “Really … How are you doing?” Follow up with
something like: “I want you to know that you can tell me and your dad/mom anything
you’re feeling or thinking about. At any time.”
What’s a sign that kids are spending too much time online while social
distancing?
Technology is a problem when it keeps kids from doing other important things—like
schoolwork, chores, exercise, and sleep, or spending time with parents and siblings.
If kids’ technology keeps them distant from key family and friends during social
distancing, that’s too much technology. Caroline Knorr, senior parenting editor for
Common Sense Media, encourages a focus on our relationship with kids, not how much
they’re consuming media. “As long as you’re having meaningful interactions with your
kids throughout the day, it’s OK.”
Blessings,
Peter

Survey Results
The survey results are in! The winner (drum roll, please!):
Sunday’s 10 a.m. service at First Pres!
Seldom would we expect all respondents to a questionnaire to agree on any one point. But
100 percent of the 63 First Pres members and regular attendees who completed the COVID19 survey checked the box labeled Sunday worship service in Question 1. To so many, the
service is one of the most meaningful and important aspects of pre-pandemic church life,
followed closely by the camaraderie of the after-service coffee hour. (Parents, we also
learned, appreciate Kids Night Out!)
Fast forward to the pandemic. Much of life, as we know it, came to an abrupt halt the
middle of March, including our beloved in-person Sunday service. Suddenly, buzz words
swarmed around us like “shelter-in-place,” “social-distancing” and the now-ubiquitous “face
mask.”
Not one to skip a beat, Pastor Tim immediately took us “Into the COVID-19 Wilderness” to
keep us connected, in a most personal way, to our faith in God and each other, despite the
anxiety of the pandemic. Thus, was born the first online FPCSM service on March 15.
Question 2 of the survey sought the respondents’ willingness to return to in-person services
for that all-important community-of-faith connection. Nearly 50 percent of respondents
were reluctant to return to communal worship before they’re sure it’s safe to do so; about
half that number indicated an eagerness to return as soon as possible, and the remaining
25 percent or so indicated no preference.
So what do survey-takers like about online church life, as expressed in their answers to
Question 3? The weekly YouTube service rose to the top, as well as the music of a
dedicated core of musicians and singers who have added so much beauty and texture to the
worship service. We estimate about 100 people view the worship service each week – about
half at 10 a.m. sharp and the other half, well, sometime later!

Respondents cited other online programs aided by Zoom technology they enjoy, among
them Thursday morning Bible study, a monthly Vawters’ Daughters “Happy Hour” and the
weekly children’s message that Peter Earhart, our director of Children’s, Youth and Family
Ministry, records in advance and Pastor Tim folds into the Sunday service.

Suggestions survey-takers made include more Zoom get-togethers for adults as well as
children and youth; virtual discussion groups, and small, in-person gatherings of the church
family under social-distancing protocols.
So when might we expect to leave our virtual world behind and return as a family of faith to
in-person services? As much as we’d like to announce an immediate return, we are mindful
of public-health statistics that indicate not only have we not “flattened the curve” of this
deadly virus, but the number of positive cases and hospitalized patients has spiked in
recent weeks. So in an abundance of caution, we have earmarked early October as the
earliest possible date for swinging open our beautiful sanctuary doors. Even then, we
would need to follow strict public-health guidelines for returning as a congregation, such as
mask-wearing, temperature-taking at the door and forgoing, for a while, singing and any
other aspects of the service that could increase the chances of spreading the virus.
Thank you for the time you took to let us know what is important to you as a member and
friend of First Pres Santa Monica. We appreciate your input and will consider each
suggestion, large or small, as we move forward.

Please also know that we will do everything we can to get us back together as soon as
possible. Until then, we will work tirelessly to keep each one of us connected to our beloved
community of faith, for which we give great thanks to God.
Meanwhile, many blessings as you continue to navigate the twists and turns of this season
of COVID-19 health challenges.
The First Pres COVID-19 Task Force
Rev. Tim Vance, Jim Williams, Kathy Stickel, Jeff Sebastian, Janet Landon,
Phyllis Kai-Kee, Peter Earhart, Pat Alston

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY
Wednesday Morning Gathering

Westside Food Bank

We are working on a way that we
can begin meeting on Wednesdays.
Please stay safe and continue to
knit, croquet, or do whatever craft
you enjoy in the safety of your
home. We look forward to getting
together again; as the church
begins the re-opening process.

The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger
relief to the people of our
community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID19 Emergency Food Fund
here:
WestsideFoodBankCovidFund
Or you can donate to the
Westside Food Bank through
First Pres. by check or online
FPCsantamonicaGiving.

Flowers

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means
to be a follower of Jesus by reading
and discussing the book of Acts.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30
a.m. on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on
how you can join.
Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the
congregation online, the first
Friday of every month. In honor of
those spunky sisters who played
such a vital role in the history of
the church, we are the Vawters’
Daughters.
We are having virtual happy hour
on Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get connected.

It’s summer and the livin’ is,
well, not quite as easy and
carefree as we would like. It’s
been nearly four months since
we gathered together on a
Sunday morning to worship
and praise God for his grace
and many blessings.
It’s also been that long since
our deacons have been able to
deliver bouquets of our
beautiful chancel flowers to
First Pres friends confined to
home or hospital.
We’re waiting for the day
when we can visit these
special friends in person.
Meanwhile, we’re reaching out
with telephone calls, greeting
cards, notes and, yes, even
texts!
We want to thank those
donors who have reserved
chancel flowers for Sunday
services in July and August:
Tom Bagamane, Karen
Carrey, Amy Wiwuga, Steve
Pesce and Jim Williams. As
soon as we know when our
First Pres doors will reopen,
we’ll contact you for your
choice of new dates.
Meanwhile, many blessings to
all of you.

Online Giving
Please know that your
donations are appreciated
and if you are able, the online
giving site is an efficient and
easy way to make your
offerings. You can use the QR
code below or access it
through our website at
fpcsantamonica.org and
click Give Your Support.
You can also contact Kathy at
kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if
you have any questions or
need help making a
contribution.

July and August Birthdays
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July
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July
July
July
July
July
July
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July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
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July
July
July

2
5
6
8
9
9
11
12
14
14
14
15
15
17
17
17
18
18
19
20
22
23
23
24
28
28
28
28
30
31

Kanaga Watt
Mary Woods
Ciara Robinson
Sophia Moore
Lucy Heimbold
Craig Lowe
Margaret Miller
Rhys Levin
Averie Perrin
Paige Schmalle
Megan Smith
Wendell Hahm
Mary Sivalon
Amanda Nee
Brett Thompson
Bruce Edstrom
Uri Lee
Kim Peterson
Luther Van Ummersen
Niniek Lukito
Harrison Kazanegras
Joanna Edstrom
Luke Coulter
Benjamin Levy
Gail Berkemeier
Thomas DiGaetano
Priscella Ihia
Noah Vance
Ava Dunlap
Ashley Lewis-Hunter

PUBLISHER:
First Presbyterian Church of
Santa Monica
1220 Second Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401
SUBMISSIONS:
Send newsworthy information
about church activities for
consideration in the Window
to info@fpcsantamonica.org.

August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August
August

1
3
4
4
6
7
8
11
13
14
15
16
18
21
21
23
24
30
30
31

Troy Casey
Margaret Van Ummersen
Owen Benham
Steve Henning
Dylan Karimi
Joan Campbell
Scott Hunter
Connie Fairbanks
Madison Creekbaum
Patricia Armacost
Christopher Henning
Shu-Hwei Lu
Ana Rose
Adrian Torab
Samuel Wilson
Kim Wiliams
Rocco McNeil
Jeff Sebastian
Sonia Hsei-Schumacher
Jeff Droege

