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DRIVING IN THE FOG
An Update (June 2020) from Rev. Tim Vance

Driving in the fog can be a strange and disorienting experience. As a teenager, driving for the first
time through fog, I remember turning on the high-beam headlights thinking that they would help me
see better. That’s how they normally worked (on clear nights at least). But I quickly discovered that
trying to see too far into the foggy distance with high beams only made things worse. I’m certain this
was wisdom that my parents had tried to share with this new driver on multiple occasions, but I
hadn’t really listened until I experienced it for myself.
In so many ways we are driving in a thick fog. The fog of a pandemic. The fog of racial injustice and
social unrest. The fog of grief and our own personal struggles. How are we supposed to navigate
these twisty, dark and foggy roads?
Well, trust me, high beams aren’t going to work. Of course, we want some clarity that would allow us
to see further down the road. I’d love to give you all a specific date when we will be able to safely
gather together again in-person at 1220 Second Street. Even more I’d love to tell you when exactly
this pandemic will end. And wow, wouldn’t it be great if someone could predict when racial justice
and equality becomes an everyday reality? Unfortunately, we can’t see very far and trying too hard
to tell the future isn’t going to help.
Slow Down and Pay Attention
It’s good to have hope and look forward to better days, but if we are to arrive anywhere worth going,
we need to start by slowing down and paying attention to what is happening right in front of us.
Right now, the church building remains closed. This is certainly a loss, in the sense that we are
not gathering together in this beautiful space together, to enjoy beautiful music, prayer, study,
friendship, play and service. I for one, really miss seeing each of you in person. And obviously there
are financial consequences as well. But as we pay attention to what is happening all around us, oddly
enough, the closed doors of our church are an extension of our call and mission to love our neighbors
and seek the peace and well-being of our city. How strange, that in almost every other situation,
open doors symbolize Jesus’ welcome and love and yet today, that same good news is proclaimed
through doors that are locked.
The church building will eventually re-open. While we don’t know when that will happen, we are
currently trying to figure how we can best be prepared for that day. Our first priority will be
everyone’s health and safety, which is why it will likely take a while for us to re-open. There are
already several examples of the COVID-19 spread from churches who have reopened and followed all
the safety guidelines. I hope you can appreciate, as I do, the cautious approach our church
leadership is taking. If you are bored and have extra time the California department of Public Health
has offered these guidelines for places of worship: https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-places-ofworship.pdf
When we are able to worship again in-person we are committed to offering worship (online and inperson) that is meaningful, nourishing and life-giving even though safety adaptations will change
what we normally do. For example, singing together is not recommended, but we could still offer
beautiful organ, classical and modern music to lift our spirits and feed our souls, along with prayer, a
message, and perhaps other creative spiritual practices. Children will remain with their families in
worship, which will be beautiful and require creativity and attention to their needs in worship.
Knowing that there are many people who will need to remain home longer for their own health and
safety we will continue to offer online worship and resources to make sure that our whole church
family is nourished, encouraged and cared for.

We are the church, which means church has never stopped. The church has always been and
will always be more than a building. People are the church and our faith continually invites us to pay
attention to God's presence everywhere. And Christ’s love compels us as individuals and as a
community to be a reflection of God's caring and healing presence to those around us. With that in
mind please let us know If you have any needs (prayer, connection, food, financial, etc…) or are
aware of anyone in need. Thank you, all, for remaining engaged and continuing to pray, care, and
give in ways that work for you during these strange times.
Finally, racism is just as deadly as COVID-19. Let’s not lose sight of how vitally important it is
for us to slow down and pay attention to the issues of racial injustice playing out in us, among us and
before us. I will be reading and listening to black and brown leaders who are courageously speaking,
writing, and provoking us to pay attention and be transformed. If you would like to join me on this
journey here is a good place to start for adults, youth and kids:
https://dominiquegilliard.com/2020/02/06/black-history-recommendations/
I am praying with you and for each of you as we shelter in place, try to remain connected and seek to
listen, grow and become a part of the change that our world so desperately needs. May the Lord
bless you and keep you. May the Lord cause his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. May
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace (Numbers 6:24-26)

June 2020 Calendar
Friday, June 5th
6:30 p.m. Vawters’ Daughters, Online
Monday, June 22nd
6:15 p.m. Finance Team Meeting, Online
7:15 p.m. Session Meeting, Online
WEEKLY ZOOM-ing AT FIRST PRES
Tuesdays:

3:00 p.m. Zoom Faith Discoverers/Explorers

Wednesdays:

3:30 p.m. Zoom Church Mice

Thursdays:

9:30 a.m. Zoom Bible Study
3:30 p.m. Zoom Children’s Time with Mr. Peter

Fridays:

6:00 p.m. Zoom Explorers with Ms. Dana

Sundays:

10:00 a.m.

Worship Service, Online

Please follow us on online:
First Pres Website - fpcsantamonica.org

Facebook - fpcsantamonica

YouTube - First Pres Santa Monica

Instagram - fpcsantamonica

Spiritual Growth Ministry June 2020

SUNDAY FAITH GROUPS
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade will receive weekly Bible lessons with activity pages
by email.
Church Mice (Preschool – Kindergarten)
June 7 – The Widow of Zarephah
June 14 – Elijah and the silence
June 21 – Elisha and the Shunammite woman
June 28 – Queen Esther

Faith Discoverers (1st -2nd Grade)
Faith Explorers (3rd – 5th Grades)
June 7 – Baalam, the donkey, and the angel
June 14 – Queen Esther
June 21 – Jeremiah and a new covenant
June 28 – The story of Jonah

TUESDAY ZOOM FAITH DISCOVERERS & EXPLORERS
Families with kids in 1st – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at 3 p.m.
for a time together that includes a video Bible lesson featuring Kidmo’s Johnny Rogers.
June 2 – Agents in Motion – Impact your family
June 9 – Agents in Motion – Impact your church
June 16 – Agents in Motion – Impact your friends
June 23 – Agents in Motion – Impact your community
June 30 - Agents in Motion – Impact your world
WEDNESDAY ZOOM CHURCH MICE
Families with kids in preschool and kindergarten are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via
Zoom at 3:30 p.m. for a time together that includes a video Bible lesson featuring Kidmo’s Lil’ K.
June 3 – I can be brave like Elijah
June 10 – I can be brave like Daniel
June 17 – I can be brave like, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
June 24 – I can be brave like Jesus
THURSDAY ZOOM CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Families with kids in preschool – 5th grade are invited to join Peter, Dana, and Paula via Zoom at
3:30 p.m. to record the Children’s Time message for our Sunday worship video.
FRIDAY ZOOM QUARANTINE AND CHAT
Families with kids in 3rd – 5th grade are invited to join Dana and Peter via Zoom at 6 p.m. for a
time of games, fun activities, and a Bible lesson.

Celebrate our Kids:

Spiritual Growth

Congratulations and Thank You!
We celebrate the completion of another year of children’s and youth programs, promoting all children
and youth to their next grade level. We specifically recognize our graduating high school senior and
our newest Youth Group members who are making the jump from elementary to middle school. In
addition, we say thank you to all our hardworking staff and volunteers who work with our children and
youth on a regular basis.
High School Graduate
Mason Earhart
5th Grade Promotion To Youth Group
Patrick Chiang
Sophia Moore
Gavin Dechausse
Amanda Nee
Christopher Henning
Natalie Peterson
Colin Hou
Brooke Schmalle
Milo Micallef
James Watt
Mateo Monn
Christian Williamson
Teacher and Leader Recognition
Kenyatta Conway
Diana Coulter
Laurel Earhart
Logan Earhart
Jungmi Han
Janine Hayes
Shelly Hyde-White

Amy Iorio
Ellen Ireland
Jessica Matkovic
Sandy Micallef
Jennifer McNeil
Mariel Rodriguez

Thank You and God Bless You, Kristia Oney!
With both great excitement and great sadness we say goodbye to our beloved Youth and Family
Ministry Associate, Kristia Oney, who has resigned from her position at First Pres. She and her
husband, Nathan, are moving back to Oklahoma to step into a new season of life and ministry in their
home state. This will be an exciting and, no doubt, challenging opportunity for both of them that will
surely serve to enhance and expand their character, talents, ministry and community impact.
We are so thankful for Kristia’s vision, creativity, commitment and care for our youth, our church and
the wider community. We our losing an incredible colleague, servant leader, and friend, whose
presence here no doubt will have a lasting impact. Together, we celebrate her ministry here and pray
God’s blessing on both of their ministries in Oklahoma

Staying Connected at First Pres
FINANCIAL UPDATE
As we look toward eventually re-opening the church, the business of the church continues with changes
each week. In April we applied for and received the SBA PPP loan to continue payroll expenses and
utilities for both church and nursery school for two months. This has been a tremendous assistance in
keeping things running as we regroup and plan for a new normal, which may be longer than we had
originally anticipated. In mid-May Session approved a new budget (including some reductions in staff
hours) through the end of the year that will be reconsidered each month based on our giving.
After these first two months, we are finding that our contributions as well as our income from building
use are both down by 50%. Our investment income remains steady giving us an overall decrease in
income of approximately 36% resulting in a deficit of about $35,000 each month. For two months this is
being offset by the PPP loan but looking past June 15, we will be dependent on reduced budget and
staffing expenses as well as increased giving. Since we will not be able to welcome concerts, groups and
large gatherings until late in the fall if at all in this year, we remain dependent on our faithful church
family to support one another and our church through prayer and where possible your service and
generous giving.
As we have noted before, while the church building is closed, we have not stopped being the church. We
are still here to pay attention to Jesus’ presence with us and we remain committed to being a reflection
of God’s caring and healing presence to our city and those around us.
First Pres has weathered other economic challenges in our 145 years and no doubt will get through this
one as well. We trust that God is walking with us, as always, through this season and we are thankful
for all the ways each of you are continuing this journey with us. Thank you again for your generosity
and faithfulness.
Please know that your donations are appreciated and if you are able, the online
giving site is an efficient and easy way to make your offerings. You can access it
through our website at fpcsantamonica.org and click Give Your Support.
You can also contact Kathy at kathy@fpcsantamonica.org if you have any
questions or need help making a contribution.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK
In the coming week we will be sending out a short survey that we hope each of you will take the time to
fill out and send back to us. Please begin thinking about the following questions as you wait for the
survey to arrive.

1. Pre-pandemic, what were the most meaningful and important aspects of church for you?
2. Assuming the church can conscientiously adhere to safety guidelines, are you eager or reluctant to
attend in-person church services? Which in-person services are most important to you?

3. What, if anything, do you like about the church’s current online offerings?
4. What additional virtual activities would you be interested in having the church offer

FIRST PRES COMMUNITY
Wednesday Morning Gathering

Flowers

Although we are not meeting on
Wednesdays, we are still working on
items for another bazaar.
Please stay safe and continue to knit,
croquet, or do whatever craft you
enjoy in the safety of your home. We
look forward to getting together again;
once we are able.

It’s June, nearly three months
since we gathered together on a
Sunday morning to worship and
praise God for his grace and
many blessings.

Bible Study
Join Pastor Tim as we continue a
season of exploring what it means to
be a follower of Jesus by reading and
discussing the book of Luke.
We meet online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursdays here.
Please contact the church office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org or
310.415.1303, for information on how
you can join.

Westside Food Bank
The Westside Food Bank
provides immediate hunger
relief to the people of our
community.
Please consider making a
donation to the WFB COVID-19
Emergency Food Fund here:
WestsideFoodBankCovidFund
Or you can donate to the
Westside Food Bank through
First Pres. by check or online
FPCsantamonicaGiving.

It’s also been that long since our
deacons have been able to
deliver bouquets of our beautiful
chancel flowers to First Pres
friends confined to home or
hospital.
We’re waiting for the day when
we can visit these special friends
in person. Meanwhile, we’re
reaching out with telephone calls,
greeting cards, notes and, yes,
even texts!
We want to thank those donors
who have reserved chancel
flowers for Sunday services this
month: Cathy Springman, Mary
and Joe Woods, and Pat
Armacost. As soon as we know
when our First Pres doors will
reopen, we’ll contact you for your
choice of new dates.

Vawters’ Daughters
Join the women of the
congregation online, the first
Friday of every month. In honor
of those spunky sisters who
played such a vital role in the
history of the church, we are
the Vawters’ Daughters.
We are having virtual happy
hour on Zoom at 6:30 p.m.,
contact the office at
info@fpcsantamonica.org for
information on how to get
connected.
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PUBLISHER:
First Presbyterian Church of
Santa Monica
1220 Second Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405
SUBMISSIONS:
Send newsworthy information
about church activities for
consideration in the Window
to info@fpcsantamonica.org.

Ann Armacost
Robert Heldman
Haven Deuel
Sarah Horowitz
Marion Lewis
Daniel Gomez-Aparicio
Mackenzie Lowe
Madison Farmer
Olivia Coulter
McKenzie Wilkins
Julie Levin
Lindsay Lake
Milo Micallef
Kip Thompson
Ariana Torab
Christian Williamson
Jeffrey Dechaussé
Cameron Dechaussé

June
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June
June
June

16
17
17
17
20
20
21
22
24
24
28
29
29
29
29
29
29

Paula Lowe
Haley Perrin
Kate Perrin
Lanhee Yung
Robert Lowe
Bella Ro
Sebastian Wolff
Amanda Dunlap
Diana Coulter
Connor Sterparn
Logan Earhart
Lina Alsawi
Laurel Earhart
Saydee Mallen
Grace Williamson
Vivienne Williamson
Sebastian Yung

