








The Way the Dogs Are
by Rev. Shelby Larsen

This is a picture of my new puppy. You might remember that 
I wrote about him last month. Several people have asked me 
about him, and his “heritage”, so to speak.
  Well, there he is. He is, at least according to the puppy store 
owner, a mix of daschund and poodle. Can’t prove it by me.
 L ast month, I told you that I was reminded of the saying 
that “dog is God spelled backwards” and said that I could see 
in the way the puppy related to us an echo of God’s steadfast 
love.
  It was all so warm, so fuzzy, so new! And now, that ador-
able little puppy is growing up. He needed to be housebroken 
(we’re almost successful). He is starting to chew things. (pil-
low, magazines, and worst of all, my shoes). I buy him dog 
toys. He either completely ignores them, in favor of our pos-
sessions, or I find pieces of them scattered all over the floor, 
leaving me a mess to clean up. Sometimes he simply destroys 
things.
Dog is God spelled backwards? This is what I signed up for? 
Where’s all the comfy sitting by the fire? Where’s that snuggle 
as I sleep? Why, when I tell him the way I want things, does 
he completely ignore me?
  But, of course, that’s the way dogs are. It’s up to us to un-
derstand the way they grow, the things they need. And, when 
I’m in the midst of a clean–up operation, I find that hard to do.
  However, that’s also the way with God, too, isn’t it.  God 
does not always keep us warm and cuddly by the fire. I quite 
often find myself in messy situations, and I wonder what 
would make God arrange things in this way.
  The truth of it is, I can’t always feel cuddly and comfy with 
God. Sometimes he does things that make me quite uncom-
fortable, or confronts me with a mess that I don’t understand, 
and don’t particularly want to clean up. 
  Sometimes. just as I get angry at the puppy, I get angry at 
God, who I think could have answered my prayers better, or 
arranged things so that I get things the way I want them, so 
that my world is serene, undisturbed, with no losses and no 
messes. 
  I know I can never comprehend God’s ways, God’s plans. 
But I know that he loves and cherishes us, even when we 
need to clean up after disasters, even when we need to 
acknowledge and accept loss, even when he seems to ignore 
me, and all the plans I have for my life.
  I want the cuddly God; but that is a construct of my imagi-
nation. I have the authentic God, who confronts us daily with 
challenges, messes, successes, failures, and, always, stead-
fast love.
  So when I go to sleep, puppy goes with me.
  His name is Elvis. He has not left the building. ■

Mariners Social Four Corners
Friday, May 14, at 6:00 p.m. in the Renaissance Room

Four Corners is a musical performance, taking us into 
Southwest America. Andrea Matthews and Brian Rockholt 
are inspired by hauntingly spiritual music, playing with the 
mellow voice of the wooden flute and percussive drums, 
shakers, and rattles. Church members and friends are 
invited, Friday, May 14, at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m., 
and the musical from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Renaissance 
Room. RSVP with any Mariner.  

Newcomers Class 
Saturday, June 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

The next Newcomers Class will be on Saturday, June 5, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in the Library. We will talk 
about what being a Christian and a Presbyterian means. 
Want to be a member, or find out who we are, what we 
do, and what it can mean in your life? Join us! Sign up 
by contacting Rev. Shelby Larsen at 310.451.1303 ext. 
29 or send email to shelby@firstpressantamnica.org

Career Support Group
The church has formed a Career Support Group for 
those who are facing job loss situations. Receive support 
and experienced advice from friends. If you are inter-
ested, contact Tom Hall tgoodwinhall@earthlink.net or cell 
310.650.0655.

MEN AT THE MANSE 
Tuesday, May 25, at 6:30 p.m. 

Hang out with the guys from First Pres Tuesday, May 25, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for manly food, beer, wine, and 
fellowship. No potluck or frosty cupcakes. Just bring yourself 
and a camera since First Pres would love pictures. Contact 
Steve Pesce at 310.309.7820 or stephenpesce@hotmail.com 
to let him know if you are coming.

In the Style of Taizé 
Thursday, May 20, at 7:15 p.m. 

Experience God anew through this time of quiet, contem-
plative worship in the style of Taizé. A darkened Chapel, il-
luminated by glowing candles, welcomes you to this unique 
worship experience, with simple songs, and scripture read-
ings into God’s presence. Childcare is available, if you call 
before 12:00 noon the day of the service. 
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Children’s Ministry News
Easter was a glorious day for all who attended services at First Pres. I was 
thrilled to have so many children come to our Sunday School classes that 
morning. Several of our first time visitors have returned on following Sundays. 
Thanks be to God! Enjoy the photos below from the Easter celebration.
  Thank you to all who planned and contributed goodies for our very exciting, 
successful, egg hunts. And a special thank you to Nicole and Roy Newman for 
(second year in a row) providing festive cookie bags for a hundred children. Our 
Youth Group, under the guidance of Kip Thompson, did a great job of hiding 
eggs and manning the “Bunny Shop”.
  Our Church has been blessed by the brief, but much needed, help with 
Children’s Ministry that has been provided by our intern Carol Prichard. She is a 
pleasure to work with and a great teacher for our older children.
  I love my job because I love the people at First Pres … young and old. Thank 
you pastors and staff all your support. And, Paula Lowe, I thank God daily for 
your talents, for amazing energy, and “can do” spirit.

DATES AND TIMES:

Saturday, May 1: All Church Workday, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Saturday, May 8: Home Group Pizza Party meets 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.   
Sunday, May 9: Mother’s Day.
Monday, May 10: Children and Youth Nurture Team meets 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 23: Celebrate Our Kids Sunday.

Please keep the Children’s and Youth Ministries in your prayers.

Much love, 

Ms. Rebecca 
310.451.1303 ext. 26 | cell 310.339.9293 
rebecca@firstpressantamonica.org 

Pictures omitted for window version of Window.

Read this:

Parking 
Update!
We are implementing a permit parking 
system in our alley spaces. If you need to 
park there Monday through Friday, from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., please give the 
church office a call, and they will try to 
accommodate you with a space.
  All cars will need to display a permit on 
their dashboards, which will be available 
from the front desk. We appreciate your 
cooperation as we try to deal with the 
limited parking spaces available. Thank 
you to those who have been considerate 
about not blocking or parking in spaces 
reserved for staff and volunteers. ■
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On Second Sundays the 
Youth Group meets in 
Dr. Bill Wood’s office right 
after the Sermon during the 
second worship service. To 
join the Youth Group con-
tact Bill Wood, Pastor, at 
310.451.1303 ext. 25 or 
bill@firstpressantamonica.org.

Sign up for the 

Youth Group

Sunday 
Mornings

First Pres
Contemporary 

Worship
9:00 a.m. 

Traditional
Worship
10:30 a.m. 

Piano Recital 
Steven 
Vanhauwaert 

CHINA 
Benefit Concert
Saturday, May 8, at 7:00 p.m.

Chopin, Schubert, Schumann, Lieber-
mann, Liszt and Debussy. Tickets are $20 
at the door and $15 for seniors/students.

Dear First Pres Friends,

I’m happy to announce that I was 
recently invited to make my first concert 
tour in China in June 2010, culminating 
with my solo debut at the National 
Performing Arts Center in Beijing. This is 
a great career opportunity for me and I 
am really looking forward to it.
  I’ll be playing a concert to sponsor 
this tour on Saturday May 8, at 7:00 
p.m. in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Santa Monica, 1220 Second street, 
90401. Please visit my website at www.
stevenpiano.com. Hope to see you there! 
Bring all your friends.

Best,

Steven Vanhauwaert


